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Greetings again. I waited until the 
publication deadline this time 
around to write this newsletter 
message. The reason why is that 
just yesterday I arrived home from 
t h e  L a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t  
Contractors of America’s national 
winter convention and members’ 
meeting held in Virginia Beach 

this year. I wanted to be able to report directly back to you all 
about what is happening on a national level. I can report that 
LICA is growing by two new state chapters, Tennessee and 
Texas. Eileen Levy, National LICA’s Executive Director, often 
referred to as “Mother LICA,” is retiring after dedicating 40 
years to the organization. I wish her a happy and long  
retirement. National LICA is prepping for a six month  
membership drive where they hope to gain at least 200 new 
members nationally, and they are going to expect Illinois to do 
our part in this effort. If you know anyone in your area that 
could benefit from a membership to LICA and ILICA, please 
reach out to our state office. We can send free membership 
packets to you or directly to them; just let us know.   

Speaking about ILICA, I want to thank all the contractor 
members and associate members that attended Illinois’s state 
winter convention and members’ meeting held this past  
February at the Isle Casino Hotel. Our feedback from those 
that attended was very positive. We keep improving on the  
convention every year with a variety of entertainers, huge trade 
show, and industry specific education sessions. This year 
brought ILICA contractor members face to face with the  
leaders of JULIE, Ameren, and Marathon Pipe Line after a gas 
pipeline strike occurred and a number of our very own  
members nearly lost their lives due to the utility no mark.  
Utility locating is part of land improvement. If you are moving 
soil, you must have a utility locate filed. There is no exception. 
These contractors had called JULIE (811) for a utility locate. 
The gas pipeline was just not located. Illinois LICA will be 
seeking a seat on the state board of JULIE (811) in the near 
future. This is a position that a representative of Illinois LICA 
has held in the past. We hope to restore that, especially since 
all current board members of JULIE are industry insiders and 
not contractors.   

On a national and state level, we realize that we are not going 
to get all members to our events, no matter how awesome the 
entertainment is, how big the trade show is, or how important 
the educational topics are. It doesn’t even matter if the event is 
close by. ILICA recognizes that we need an even bigger social 
media presence. Expect to see more webinars, YouTube  
videos you will learn something from, and more online content 
from us soon.   

At home here, we are busy getting the fleet ready for a smooth 
spring season. I wish you all a productive and safe spring. I 
thank you again for your membership to ILICA. We are  
working hard to keep creating more and more value for your 
membership. Expect more from us soon, and never think we 
won’t come to bat for you. Locating utilities is a perfect  

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  ME S S A G E  

example. We expect more, and we are going to push for  
improvements. Why? Well, for many reasons, but first and  
foremost because a member like you brought it to our  
attention. I leave you with the best of wishes for you, your 
family, and crew.  

Best regards,  
Eric Layden 

 

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA 
business meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 

March 9, 2024 - Regular Meeting of the Board:   

Museum of the Grand Prairie, Mahomet 

 

Exact location, meeting times & other details will be published in 
the ILICA News and sent to members via mail and/or email.  

B OA R D  &  M E M B E R S ’  
M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

2 0 2 4  B O A R D  M E M B E R  M T G .  A T T E N D A N C E  

A = absent              P = present           C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan March May June Sep Nov 

Pres: Eric Layden P      

VP: Jon Seevers P      

1st VP:  Tyler Seals P      

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P      

Area 1 - LaVerne Weber P      

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P      

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P      

Area 3 - Grant Curtis A      

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P      

Area 4 - David Kennedy A      

Area 4 - Lee Bunting P      

Area 6 - Scott Day P      

Area 6 - Bill Dean A      

Area 8 - Tom Beyers P      

Area 8 - Tyler Seals P      

Associate Director:  

David Randolph 
P      
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William Schrage 

WRS Construction 

436 E 1800 North Rd. 

Monticello, IL 61856 

Ph: 217-418-54655 

Email: william@buildwithwrs.com 

 

Clinton Green 

Green Acres Outdoor Services 

8963 E. Kirsch Rd. 

Troy, IL 62294 

Ph: 618-667-4225 

Email: greenacres1985@att.net 

 

Bob Behm 

Behm Enterprises, Inc. 

431 Scotland Rd. Unit A 

Lakemoor, IL 60051 

Ph: 815-344-0197 

Email: bob@behment.com 

Website: behment.com 

 

Austin Wissel 

Wissel Trucking, Inc. 

25945 Dee Mack Rd 

Washington, IL 61571 

Ph: 309-208-2628 

Email: austinwissel@yahoo.com 

 

Zach Slatton 

Slatton Outdoor Services, Inc. 

745 US Route 40 

Pocahontas, IL 62275 

Ph: 618-781-7818 

Email: slattonoutdoorservices@gmail.com 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 

Justin Johnson 

2500 River Drive 

Moline, IL 61265 

Ph: 309-762-8776 

Email: jjohnson@ihmvcu.org 

 

Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership 

Helen VanBeck 

1108 Trinity Lane 

Bloomington, IL 61704 

Ph: 872-250-8771 

Email: hello@ilsustainableag.org 

Website: ilsustainableag.org 

 

HyPro Equipment 

Delton Frey 

325531 Durham Rd. B 

Priceville, Ontario, N0C 1H0 

Ph: 519-505-6636 

Email: sales@hyproequip.com 

Website: hyproequip.com 

 

Legacy Equipment Co. 

Jake Nicholson 

29689 Lakeland Rd 

Deer Creek, IL 61733 

Ph: 309-645-5065 

Email: legacyequipmentco@gmail.com 

Website: oconnelldrainage.com 

N E W  ME M B E R S  

Associates Contractors 
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These cute Easter mason jars are a sweet way 

to deliver a little bit of springtime cheer to 

your loved ones! Fill them with candy, fresh 

flowers, a DIY candle or homemade sugar 

scrub for a quick and easy gift idea that’s sure 

to be a huge hit! 

SUPPLIES USED FOR EASTER 

BUNNY MASON JARS: 

• Pint-Sized Mason Jars 

• Removable Adhesive Vinyl and an  

Electronic Cutting Machine  

(I recommend the Cricut Maker  

or Silhouette Cameo)* 

• Chalky Finish Paint or Spray Paint 

• Assorted Ribbon and/or Lace for 

Trim  

• Flower Mason Jar Lid, optional 

* Note: If you don’t have an electronic 

cutting machine, you can also purchase vinyl bunny stickers!  

HOW TO MAKE EASTER BUNNY TREAT JARS: 

1. Start with clean glass mason jars and vinyl stickers.  Apply 

the stickers to the smooth side of the jar, pressing firmly 

on the edges to make sure they completely adhere to the 

glass. 

2. Apply a coat of Chalky Finish paint 

to the jars, painting over the vinyl  

stickers as well. 

3. Allow the paint to dry for 2 minutes 

and then carefully peel up the vinyl  

stickers while the paint is still slightly 

wet. (Note: Spray paint will also work; 

however, when using spray paint, make 

sure to paint the jars upside down so 

that no paint gets inside of the jar!) 

4. Add a ribbon or some lace trim, and 

it’s all ready for gifting. Easy peasy! 

There are so many ways that you can use 

these cute Easter treat jars! They would 

make a lovely hostess gift for Easter 

festivities or a super sweet teacher gift as 

you head into Spring Break! No matter 

how you decide to use these (whether 

you gift them away or keep them to  

decorate your own home!), they’re  

always a huge hit!  

Source: Reprinted with permission from Heidi Kundin, Happiness is Homemade - 

https://www.happinessishomemade.net/easter-bunny-treat-jars/ 

https://www.happinessishomemade.net/easter-bunny-treat-jars/
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2024  LICA S C H O L A R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N  

Every year, National LICA awards scholarships to support 

students in their pursuit of higher education. LICA encourages 

students to fulfill their dreams of entering into the career of 

their choice. 

To be eligible, applicants must be related to an active LICA 

Contractor member. This includes members themselves, 

spouses, children or grandchildren. To apply, complete the 

application no later than March 15, 2023 and return to: 

National LICA, 3080 Ogden Ave., Ste 300, Lisle, IL 60532 

Applications can also be downloaded online at: 

https://www.licanational.com/national-scholarship/ 

https://www.licanational.com/national-scholarship/
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Despite woodchip bioreactors showing promise in reducing 
nitrate loads from agricultural drainage water, the challenge of 
relatively low removal performance of these bioreactors under 
low-temperature conditions during the winter season remains 
hard to overcome. The performance of the woodchip  
bioreactor during winter needs to be improved, especially in 
terms of increasing system temperature, which is a key element 
in bioreactor performance.  In Illinois a large percentage of 
annual drain flow occurs in winter and spring. Research is  
being conducted to enhance nitrate removal from the  
bioreactor in these colder months. 

The layout of a system on the university’s South Farm for  
testing the effectiveness of heated bioreactors is shown in  
Figure 1. Water from the field is channeled into two  
bioreactors, one of which the water is heated. The water is 
heated by pumping water from the outlet structure through 
chambers heated by parabolic solar energy concentrators and 
returning the water into the inlet manifold. The pump is  
powered by solar energy. The system is instrumented to cap 

By Jason Kandume & Richard Cooke 

The intensification of agricultural food production in the  
Midwestern USA had led to daunting challenges to achieve 
agricultural sustainability. One of the concerns in agricultural 
operations is water containing nitrogen (N) and phosphorus 
(P) entering tile drains, which, when released from fields, can 
degrade water quality. 

To reduce nitrate loads from agricultural fields in Illinois, the 
Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and Nutrient  
Reduction Strategy Policy Working Group have developed 
strategies and management practices based on science and 
best-available technology to target the state’s most critical  
watersheds. For nitrate from tile drainage, the use of woodchip 
bioreactors is one of the recommended practices. They are 
relatively inexpensive, reliable, require low maintenance, and 
easy to install. Researchers at the University of Illinois have 
been at the forefront of the characterization of bioreactor  
performance and developing design standards.  

Figure 1. Schematic of heated bioreactor installation.  

U S I N G  S O L A R  E N E RG Y  TO  E N H A N C E  
D E N I T R I F I C A T I O N  I N  W O O D C H I P  B I O R E A C TO R S  

DU R I N G  W I N T E R  
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the water temperature in the bioreactor at 15oC (60oF). 
This cap is adjustable. Pictures of several elements of the 
system are shown in Figure 2.   

Figure 3 shows an example of the relationship between 
temperature and nitrate removal rate in a bioreactor. At 
the South Farm installation, the bioreactor water  
temperature fluctuates. It averages approximately 10oC 
(50oF) and does not go below 5oC (41oF). If the  
temperature is increased from 10oC to 20oC the nitrate 
removal rate would more than double. 

A simulation model was used to estimate the effect of  
increasing the average temperature in the South Farm  
bioreactor. The model estimates that the annual nitrate 
load removal would be increased from 4.1 lbs/acre/year to 
7.5 lbs/acre/year or 11 lbs/acre/year, respectively, if the 
bioreactor water temperature were increased to 15oC 
(59oF) or 20oC (60oF), as 
shown in Figure 4.   

The experiment will be  
conducted for two years. 
Over this period, the actual 
performance of the system, 
and the cost of cost/benefit 
ration of the system will be 
determined.  

 

Figure 3. Nitrate removal rates plotted against.  

Figure 2. Elements of the heated bioreactor installation. 

Figure 4. Simulated cumulative removal of nitrate at different mean temperatures in the South Farm bioreactors.  
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ILICA A N N UA L  C O N V E N T I O N   
T I P S  T H E  HA T  TO  I OW A  

Testing our luck one more time over the river, the ILICA  

Annual Convention and Members’ Meeting was held on  

February 1-3 at the Isle Casino Hotel in Bettendorf, Iowa.  

Despite the quizzical looks many attendees likely received 

from folks when they told them they were traveling to Iowa 

for an Illinois LICA conference, the Isle Casino Hotel dealt us 

another extraordinary hand...or make that event rather. The 

venue suits our group size well, staff is great, and you cannot 

find better conference food. With attendee surveys indicating 

the same for the last two years, Illinois LICA tips its hat to 

Iowa as we travel back into Illinois for the 2025 Annual  

Convention in Champaign. 

Convention registration numbers hovered around the 130 

mark, with an uptick in exhibitors and double the number of 

trade show only registrants as compared to last year.  

Sponsorship for the event was once again strong thanks to our 

very supportive Associates, and our silent auction raised just 

under $4,000. As usual, our banquet, entertainment, and  

hospitality were all top-notch, as was the John Deere  

Davenport Works Factory tour, facilitated by Martin  

Equipment, that kicked off the event. New this year, we 

brought some history onto the trade show floor with the  

addition of booth space for antiques and 

other historical relics of the industry,  

displayed from members’ personal  

collections. Life member Stan Seevers 

shared history lessons afterhours with his 

collection of “Stan’s What’s It’s.” And 

this year’s education sessions, focusing 

mostly around one-call safety and  

concerns, spurred serious industry  

dialogue and emphasized Illinois LICA’s 

commitment to improving the whole 

one-call process from both sides of the 

table. We want to especially thank Mark 

Shortz for sharing his personal story  

during convention and for greatly  

assisting in this continued process. It’s 

something that impacts every one of our 

contractors in Illinois, each and everyday. 

Thank you to our Convention Committee, 

event sponsors, exhibitors, speakers, and 

everyone that showed up to support the 

2024 Illinois LICA Annual Convention 

...even in Iowa!  

Advanced Drainage Systems 

Agri Drain Corporation 

Altorfer CAT 

Ameren Illinois 

Berns, Clancy, & Associates 

BigIron 

Birkey’s 

BRON 

Cen-Pe-Co Lubricants 

Central Plastic Products 

Consolidated Treatment Sys. 

Cook’s AGPS, LLC 

Dimond Bros Insurance 

Empty Pockets Rebuilds 

Envision Insurance Group, LLC 

FleetWatcher 

Fratco, Inc. 

Grey & Associates 

Hickenbottom, Inc. 

HyPro Equipment 

Jim Hawk Truck Trailers 

J.U.L.I.E. 

Marathon Pipe Line 

Martin Equipment of Illinois, Inc. 

Maurer-Stutz, Inc. 

Metal Culverts, Inc. 

Mid America Trenchers, LLC 

Mid-Tech Services, Inc. 

Northland Trenching Equipment 

Pinion 

Port Industries, Inc.  

Precision Intakes, Ltd. 

Prins Insurance, Inc. 

Prinsco, Inc.  

Purple Wave Auction 

River Valley Pipe, LLC 

Schlatter's, Inc. 

Springfield Plastics, Inc. 

The Wetlands Initiative 

United Fire Group 

Vermeer Midwest, Inc.  

Wolfe Heavy Equipment 

See more photos @ 

https://www.illica.net/state-

conventions/2024-convention 

Exhibitors & Sponsors 

https://www.illica.net/state-conventions/2024-convention
https://www.illica.net/state-conventions/2024-convention
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During the 2024 ILICA Annual Convention held in February, the 
Awards Committee recognized the most outstanding individuals 
and partners for their contributions to ILICA in 2023. Based on 
membership nominations, the award winners were: 

Merit Awards 

For their outstanding role in support of ILICA’s 2023 field 
demonstrations at Illinois Central College and the Farm  
Progress Show, Mid America Trenchers received a Merit 
Award.  

For over 6 days, collectively, in August, Mid America Trenchers 
stepped up to donate equipment, employees, and expertise to a 
busy drainage demonstration month for Illinois LICA. Their  
contributions enabled  
Illinois LICA to complete 
these projects for partners 
on time, on budget, and 
safely. Beyond supporting 
Illinois LICA and our  
partners directly, these 
contributions also have 
meaningful impacts on the 
advancement of ag and the 
drainage industry through 
the education and research 
opportunities they provide; 
something we often forget 
to fully consider when the 
equipment and our  
volunteers leave the 
demonstration site.  

Armando Alanis, Dean 
Drainage, received a  
merit award for his  
contributions to the same 
ILICA drainage project  
demonstrations last  
August held at Illinois 
Central College and the 
Farm Progress Show. 
Officially becoming an 
ILICA Affiliate member 
just this past spring, he 
has been, and continues 
to be, a regular and  
willing volunteer at  
ILICA’s summer field 
demonstrations. With all 
the moving parts associated with these field days, Armando is 
always someone you can count on to jump in on any aspect of 
the project to get it addressed without question, and his upbeat 
personality makes him a friend in the field for any volunteer to 
work alongside. 

For her exceptional contributions to Illinois LICA and for her  
professional advancement of the Association, Michelle Gillespie, 
Illinois LICA, received a merit award.  

2023  ILICA A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S  

If you’ve ever attended a 
National LICA meeting, 
you may have heard the 
term “bleeds green”  
referencing a member’s 
commitment and passion 
for LICA. While it’s our 
assumption her blood was 
red (or blue) before joining 
ILICA 4 years ago, there’s 
no mistaking it’s green 
now! From a friendly voice 
on the phone addressing  
membership questions to 
serving as graphic designer 
and social media guru and 
from single handedly 

streamlining event registration desks to keeping our Executive 
Director on task and up to speed, chances are you’ve dealt with 
Michelle, who often times serves as the first point of contact for 
Illinois LICA, and have been instantly struck by her  
professionalism, competency, and efficiency. And while the  
behind-the-scenes work of any organization often times goes  
unrecognized, there’s a good possibility you started to notice 
things when Michelle joined the ranks of Illinois LICA. With as 
much passion and drive for the organization as any ILICA  
member, she has embraced our great Association and commits so 
much to expand and drive it to the next level each and every day. 

Shiny Shovel Awards 

Bringing recognition to those members and partners that have 
consistently supported Illinois LICA in every, or almost every, 
event throughout the year (i.e. financially, physically, and  
promotionally), Shiny Shovel Award recipients are highly  
engaged, supporting ILICA at its numerous functions held 
each year. Metaphorically, their shovel never sets down long 
enough to acquire rust, but instead is shiny from its continual 
use. 

Blessed with many dedicated and committed members, Illinois 
LICA is a very active chapter and in 2023 held 6 business 

Merit Award:  

Justin Brown (R), Mid America 

Trenchers, receiving award 

from Brian Brooks, Awards 

Comm. Member 

Merit Award:  

Armando Alanis (R) receiving 

award from Brian Brooks, 

Awards Comm. Member 

Shiny Shovel Award:  

Brian Obery (L; left image) & Tom Beyers (L; right image)  

receiving congratulations from Steve Anderson, Awards Comm. 

Chair 

Merit Award:  

Michelle Gillespie (L) receiving 

congratulations from Steve 

Anderson, Awards Comm. Chair 
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meetings, 2 golf outings & trap shoots, a member picnic & 
backhoe rodeo, 3 summer demonstration projects, countless 
conference calls & industry partner meetings, and an annual 
meeting, just to name a few.  

For an individual to provide financial, physical, and  
promotional support to all, or even most, of these events is a 
notable recognition for someone who receives no monetary 
compensation for their dedication, commitment nor time  
donated to the Association. And yet, Brian Obery and Tom 
Beyers earned the recognition for devoting their personal time, 
finances, man-power, and experiences to many or most of 
these activities listed for 2023. 

Leadership Award 

By dictionary standards, 
“leadership” is the action 
of leading a group or  
organization. In practice, 
leadership is the art of  
motivating a group of 
people toward a common 
goal. Over the years,  
ILICA has benefited 
from the exemplary  
leadership & mentorship 
of several members, and 
this year Jon Seevers was 
recognized with the  
Illinois LICA Leadership 
Award. 

For consideration of the 
ILICA Leadership Award, nominees are judged on their  
dedication and loyalism to the Association; their willingness to 
share and impart their knowledge and expertise upon others 
within and outside of the Association; and their  
professionalism, business ethics, and ideological representation 
of the construction industry. 

Jon Seevers personifies all of the above and, over the years, has 
led the association by serving on several committees and  
chairing a number of these; serving as a Director on the Board 
in his area for many years; serving as Vice President; and  
serving on committees at the National level, where he has been 
or is currently serving as chair for one or more of them. 

A member since 1984, Jon has been a leader in Illinois LICA 
for over 40 years, though his family-ties within the Association 
run much deeper, and he has personally received numerous 
Merit Awards, the Shiny Shovel Award, and the Mr.  
Contractor Award in 2015. 

Innovator Award 

The Innovator Award recognizes individuals that stand out for 
their visionary or trendsetting contributions to conservation.  
Innovator award recipients are highly aware of their conservation 
responsibility as a landowner, partner, or ILICA member. They 
are strong conservation supporters and promoters that are “early 

adopters” or innovators actively involved in the betterment of the 
conservation industry. They recognize the value of partnership 
and are willing to work with various interests for the optimization 
of resources and conservation promotion.  

The 2023 Innovator Award was received by LaVerne Weber, 
Grade Solutions, for leveraging his geotechnical passion and 
expertise to find water management solutions for a diverse list 
of clients from commercial food & beverage processors to 
HOAs to farmers. While water management services now 
comprise a majority of his business, his company also offers 
site development & road construction. In fact, prior to  
founding his current company, LaVerne was part owner of a 
fly ash company during the early days of the product’s  
beneficial introduction into the pavement industry.  

Today, his innovation runs deep and is evident in all the  
projects he develops and the materials he tests, or even  
develops himself, for quality control, such as the custom water 
control structures he builds for his subsurface irrigation and 
water reuse systems that utilize commercial wash water from 
food & beverage processing facilities for ag production. 
LaVerne serves on his local HOA’s Lake Commission and 
works diligently to improve the water quality of the lake 
through the education of landowners, water testing, and  
installation of water quality practices such as bioreactors. Many 
of these bioreactor systems are alternate designs he is  
developing and working on with researchers for practicality 
and improved efficiencies, including in-ditch, surface flow  
bioreactors and raised bed bioreactors. One of his current  
projects involves working with a local community college to 
develop a facility for the ag department that has several  
research plots with subsurface irrigation that will be plumbed 
through their education building to utilize a city water source 
and to allow for fertigation. And to give you a sense of  
LaVerne’s passion for innovation, he might be the only person 
you know that uses grade control and a GPS design with a 
rubber tire dozer to maximize outdoor silage storage piles for a 
client, which not only creates the prettiest silage pile you’ve 
ever seen but also actually significantly increases the feed  

quality for the  
livestock producer. 

His company ’s  
motto, “We exist to 
serve others and 
achieve ‘Grander 
Visions’ that have 
long term ripple 
effects reaching 
beyond ourselves,” 
speaks for itself and 
is reflected in  
everything LaVerne 
does. 

 
 

 

Leadership Award:  

Jon Seevers (R) receiving award 

from Brian Brooks, Awards 

Comm. Member 

Innovator Award:  

Susan & LaVerne Weber (L) receiving 

congratulations from Steve Anderson, 

Awards Comm. Chair  

2023  ILICA A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S  ( C O N T . )  

(Cont. page 18) 
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Most Active New Member 

To commend and recognize the newest members of Illinois 
LICA that immediately immerse themselves into the goings-on 
of the Association, whether for their own benefit, the benefit 
of the Association, or both, the Awards Committee developed 
a new award this year called the “Most Active New Member.”  

Eligible recipients must 
be an approved new 
member during the  
calendar year, or prior 
year, for which the award 
is presented, and they 
must have regularly  
engaged, supported, or 
contributed significantly 
to the endeavors of  
Illinois LICA during their 
first year of membership. 

No stranger to being a 
member and serving in 
leadership roles within 
other organizations, the 
Most Active Member 
Award winner, Theodore 
Graff, Broken Ground Excavating, jumped right in with  
Illinois LICA in 2023, both figuratively and literally. Joining 
the Association shortly before convention one year ago, at the 
recommendation of his father, Theodore started building 
friendships and his knowledge base in tandem within ILICA 
right out of the gate. Sometimes popping up on his  
motorcycle, he was found at convention and in education  
sessions; he was at the picnic; he competed in the backhoe 
rodeo; and he supported both of our large summer field 
demonstrations where he was no stranger to being in the hole. 
And even though that is typically where we all tend to stick the 
new guy, we promise Theodore opted to jumping right in of 
his own will. In the middle of one of these demos this  
summer, he even obtained his certification during ILICA’s 
OSHA Trench Safety-Competent Person training. Frankly, 
we’re guessing the only reason we didn’t see him at our  
remaining events for the year, namely the golf outings and 
board meetings, is because he doesn’t much care for golf and 
because we haven’t yet made him a board member! 

2023  ILICA A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S  ( C O N T . )  

Mr. Contractor Award 

Before becoming a  
contractor, the 2023 Mr. 
Contractor, Earl Mast, 
Mast Tiling Service, was a 
service technician at a 
local John Deere dealer 
for 18 years. Actively 
involved in his family’s 
farming operation, Earl 
got into the tiling  
business with family back 
in May 1997. Currently, 
with the help of his son 
Eric, and other family 
and seasonal employees 
as needed, his company 
mostly maintains, repairs, 

and installs field tile drainage systems and NRCS & SWCD 
practices. Known for his quality of work and problem-solving 
skills when it comes to fixing old tiles and integrating new  
systems, his company primarily operates with a Hydra Max 
2600 trencher, a couple Bobcat mini excavators and a Deere 
200 C LC excavator.  

Earl hosts field days for John Wood community college classes 
and for Payson High School FFA students. He has also  
assisted with several soil judging events. 

Earl is a lifelong member of St Anthony Catholic church in 
Quincy, helping with their annual picnic, and he spends a lot 
of time with his grandkids, attending sporting events and 
more. 

Mr. Contractor Award:  

Earl Mast (L) receiving  

congratulations from Steve 

Anderson, Awards Comm. Chair 

Most Active  

New Member Award:  

Theodore Graff (R) receiving 

award from Brian Brooks, 

Awards Comm. Member 
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C H A N G E  P RO M U L G A T E D  A T   
N A T I O NA L  LICA C O N V E N T I O N   

The well-attended National LICA Winter Convention held 

mid-February at Virginia Beach, VA brought together  

contractors, associates, leadership, and their families to the 

chilly east coast for what LICA does best: fun & business. The  

unifying concept from the event was change, promulgated not 

only through committee meetings but also through some big 

announcements for the organization. 

One of these announcements was the retirement of LICA’s 

longtime Executive Director, Eileen Levy. After serving the 

Association for 40 years, it is safe to say “Mother LICA,” as 

she has affectionately become known, has been witness to a 

number of changes within the organization and the  

construction industry during her tenure. Often serving as what 

could only be described as part-historian, Eileen has been the 

continuity of LICA, guiding the organization gently through 

countless leadership changes, benefits come-and-gone, and 

membership cycles. She will be missed for her contributions, 

her voice of reason, and her friendship at LICA, but we cannot 

deny her from working on that next “chapter.” We wish her 

the very best in her well-earned retirement and future  

endeavors! 

Another significant announcement coming out of convention 

was the founding of two new state chapters of LICA in Texas 

& Tennessee! Leading this charge are Jimmy Bynum & Janna 

Eggenschwiler with Garde Solutions who bring their  

experience with risk management solutions for the equipment 

manufacturing sector to the table. Both were on-hand through-

out convention to meet members and learn about the inner 

workings of state chapters and the organization as a whole. We 

welcome them and look forward to working with our newest 

chapters as they grow! 

Besides the obvious changes that will come with staff  

retirements and the founding of additional state chapters, there 

was a definitive message resonating throughout the committee 

meetings, education sessions, and in the hallways. It was the 

realization and acceptance of the willingness to change.  

Promulgated throughout the event from discussions on  

membership growth to training on suicide prevention, LICA  

recognized that change is a necessary requirement of any  

organization. Be it mandated by cultural shifts, demographic 

changes, wavering interests, technology, or nature, quite  

literally nothing stays the same forever. And while we’ve all 

heard the quote from Heraclitus, “The only constant in life is 

change,” the other constant in life could arguably be the fear 

of change. Around for over 70 years, LICA is no stranger to 

change and has adjusted its course from time to time, but it 

was evident on the beaches of the Atlantic Ocean in February 

that there is a renewed passion for change (and polar plunging 

apparently?) to ensure the continued growth and success of the 

organization. So, embrace the concept, the movement, and the  

new initiatives you see coming from LICA in the near future; 

they are in the organization's best interest. 

Other exciting news from national convention includes the 

$14,000 donation to LICA from BigIron’s LICA Focus  

Auctions and the raising of over $8,000 for the LICA  

Educational Foundation for Veterans via an impromptu  

challenge! Somewhat jokingly during a group address at the 

beginning of the convention, National LICA President David 

Gallahan mentioned to members that LICA will be hosting a 

polar plunge to raise funds for the foundation later that day. 

After the unsuspecting chuckles subsided, discussions about 

the idea swelled; members were coerced, against their better 

judgement; plans and times were set in motion; and next thing 

you know, challenged LICA contractors’ reputations were on 

the line. Nearly 30 members took the plunge in 30 degree 

windchills wearing their freshly purchased swimwear from the 

surf shops across the street, raising funds for the  

foundation and revitalizing members’ bodies. 

All the reports and meeting minutes from the National LICA  

Winter Convention can be viewed on National’s website at 

https://www.licanational.com/meeting-minutes/ or by  

contacting the National office. 

With intentional changes on the horizon for LICA, we hope to 

see you and gather your thoughts at the National LICA  

Summer Meeting on July 9-13 in Pittsburg, PA! 

https://www.licanational.com/meeting-minutes/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 

March 9, 2024 
 

Museum of the Grand Prairie 

950 N Lombard St, Mahomet, IL 61853 
 

Committee Meetings:  8 am - 12 pm 

Board Orientation Training: 12:30 pm 

Board Meeting:  1 pm 

 

 

Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA 

Virtual Septic Training  

March 28, 2024 
 

8 - 11:30 am 

Register via QR on page 18 or at: 
https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159 

 

 

NRCS/ILICA Technical Meeting 

April 5, 2024 
 

USDA-NRCS Illinois State Office 

2118 W. Park Court, Champaign, IL 61821 
 

Meeting: 9:30 am 

Register to attend (members only) and/or submit  
questions and comments for the meeting by March 25 

at: https://form.jotform.com/230454081861150 

https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159
https://form.jotform.com/230454081861150
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F E A T U R E D  LICA B E N E F I T :   
S P E C I A L  B I G I RO N  M E M B E R  A U C T I O N S  
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Being a defensive driver entails utilizing various road skills to 

defend yourself against potential accident hazards. Using  

proper defensive driving techniques will help keep both you 

and other drivers safe on the road. With this in mind, be sure to 

implement the following defensive driving guidance the next 

time you get behind the wheel. 

• Eliminate distractions. The first step in being a defensive 

driver is to reduce distractions while you drive. As such, it’s 

important to make sure the road is your sole focus—avoid 

using your cellphone, adjusting the radio, programming your 

GPS, eating, drinking or applying makeup behind the wheel.  

• Remain alert. In addition to eliminating distractions, it’s 

vital to be fully aware of your surroundings on the road. 

This practice will help you better detect upcoming hazards, 

allowing you to respond as quickly and safely as possible. 

Check your mirrors often, and try to scan road conditions 

approximately 20 to 30 seconds ahead of you. Specifically, 

keep an eye out for other drivers, nearby pedestrians and 

road obstructions (e.g., traffic cones or construction work).  

• Follow the rules of the road. This includes wearing your 

seat belt, obeying speed limits, using your turn signals and 

avoiding driving with excess passengers in your vehicle.  

Also, make sure you approach intersections with caution—

never run a red light or stop sign. Even if you have the right 

of way, look around to confirm it’s safe to cross the  

intersection before doing so. 

• Avoid aggressive driving (and drivers). Aggressive  

habits—such as switching lanes frequently, braking or  

accelerating suddenly, and tailgating other drivers—can  

increase your likelihood of being involved in an accident. 

Try to be as predictable and forgiving as possible by always 

leaving at least a four-second distance between you and the 

vehicle in front of you, avoiding abrupt lane changes and 

keeping a steady pace. If another driver is displaying  

aggressive habits, try to distance yourself from them or pull 

over when it is safe to do so. 

• Be extra careful in adverse conditions. In severe weather 

(e.g., heavy rain, snow and fog), road conditions can be  

significantly more dangerous. Take additional precautions by 

reducing your speed, increasing your following distance, 

braking earlier and using your headlights. 

Don’t Forget to Take Care of Your Vehicle 

Even the most defensive drivers could contribute to an  

accident on the road if operating an unsafe vehicle. Make sure 

you keep your vehicle in good shape by taking it for routine oil 

changes and fluid checks, ensuring the tires are properly  

inflated and performing other maintenance as needed. For  

additional driving safety tips and auto insurance solutions,  

contact us today. 

SA F E T Y  F E A T U R E :  DE F E N S I V E  DR I V I N G  T I P S  

Discussion Date: _____________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

Auto Insights - Prins Insurance, LICA Portal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I l l inois  Chapter  Land Improvement Contractors  of  America  Page 27  



 

 


