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 Since my last report, ILICA has 
built two bioreactors: one at the Farm 
Progress Show (FPS) & the other in 
partnership with Illinois Farm Bureau 
in Henry County.  First of all, I want to 
thank Ruth Book and all the NRCS 
staff for the bioreactor plan develop-
ment, for staffing both sites, and for 

allowing us to move things around after we start digging and 
uncover hidden obstacles.  We had three days of beautiful 
weather and lots of interest in the tiling demonstration and 
end-of-pipe bioreactor during the Farm Progress Show.  We 
were northwest of Geneseo in Henry Co. for the partnership 
project with Ill. Farm Bureau and had a great public and media 
turnout showcasing ILICA in action, building another end-of-
pipe, nutrient reduction practice.  I want to thank the Show 
Committee and Co-Chairs, Bill Doubet and Jon Seevers, for 
the successful completion of these two projects.  To the Asso-
ciate Members, your continued support of materials and equip-
ment to these shows are greatly appreciated.  To the great ILI-
CA members bringing your crews to 3 days at the FPS and 2 
days in Henry Co., THANK YOU!!! 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E 
 THINK SAFETY, ACT SAFELY is the theme of our 
Illinois LICA Convention and Members’ Meeting on January 
11 – 13, 2018 at the Embassy Suites Hotel and Convention 
Center in East Peoria. Registration forms will be out soon. 
Marie is working on some outing details for the ladies; so regis-
ter, pack your bags, and bring your significant other to East 
Peoria. 

 

 Be SAFE, 

 Lee Bunting  

 The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation; the basis of 
all wealth; the heritage of the wise; the thrifty and 
prudent; the poor man’s joy and comfort; the producer of 
food, fiber and fuel; the basis of factories; the foundation 
of banks; all that man builds is from the land. We often 
take it for granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthink-
ingly and unknowingly pass the land by. What man does 
with the land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 



 

 

 

 

N E W M E M B E R S 
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Active Contractors 

2 0 1 7  B O A R D  M E M B E R  M T G .  A T T E N D A N C E  

B OA R D  &  M E M B E R  
M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

 

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA 
business meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 

Nov. 4, 2017 - Regular Meeting of the Board:   

      Hampton Inn, Springfield 
 

Jan. 13, 2018 - Board/Members’ Meeting (Winter Conv.):   

         Embassy Suites, East Peoria 
 

Exact location, committee meeting times & other details will be 
published in the ILICA News and sent to members via mail 
and/or email.  

A = absent              P = present           C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan Mar May July Sep Nov 

Pres: Lee Bunting P P P P P  

VP: Grant Curtis A P A P A  

1st VP:  Steve Anderson P A P P P  

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P A A P   

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P P P A A   

Area 3 - Wes Litwiller P P A P P   

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P A A P A   

Area 4 - David Kennedy P P P A A   

Area 4 - John McCoy P A A A A   

Area 5 - Earl Mast P P P P P   

Area 6 - Jon Seevers P A P P P   

Area 6 - Scott Day P P A A A   

Area 7 - Vacant         

Area 8 - Norm Kocher A A A A A   

Area 8 - Tom Beyers P P P P P  

Associate Dir: Brad Baker A P A P P  

Jim Sullivan 
PO Box 352 
Hamilton, IL 62341 
Ph: 217-847-2102 
Email: jasullivan@frontiernet.net 
 

William Mager 
4262 S. State Rd. 59 
Rockville, IN 47872 
Ph: 765-230-6149 
 

Merl Mennenga 
Mennenga Construction, Inc. 
310 Abbey Rd. 
Urbana, IL 61802 
Ph: 217-337-6301 
Email: merlmennenga@comcast.net 
 

Nokomis Excavating & Trucking, Inc. 
667 E. Bertolino Ave. 
Nokomis, IL 62075 
Ph: 217-563-7267 
Email: nokomisexcavating@msn.com 
 

Joe Lemkemann 
Bayshore, Inc. 
1419 W. Riverview Dr. 
E. Peoria, IL 61611 
Ph: 309-208-5328 
Email: joelemkemann@gmail.com 
Website: bayshoresepticservices.com 

Associate Members 

Mast & Shupe, Inc. 
Earl Mast 
1200 N. 425th Ave. 
Payson, IL 62360 
Ph: 217-242-8709 
 

Thornton Precision AG 
Bryce Thornton 
9 Stacey Lane 
Mattoon, IL 61938 
Ph: 217-259-1575 
Email: thornton.guidance@gmail.com 
 

Xylem, Ltd. 
Chuck Dornfeld 
18715 Route 84 N 
Cordova, IL 61242 
Ph: 309-654-2261 
Email: Chuck@XylemLtd.com 
Website: www.XylemLtd.com 



 

 

under section 2704 dealing with restrictions on liquidation 
(affecting valuation discounts) were among those identified. 

In a report issued by Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin 
dated October 2, 2017, and titled “Identifying and Reducing 
Tax Regulatory Burdens,” the Treasury announced its plan to 
officially withdraw “entirely” the proposed 2704 regulations. 
The report does not mince words. In siding with the views of 
many commentators, the report describes the proposed regula-
tions as “web of dense rules and definitions” and their ap-
proach to artificial valuation discounts as “unworkable.” The 
report goes on to state: 

Treasury and the IRS currently agree with commenters that taxpayers, 
their advisors, the IRS, and the courts would not, as a practical matter, be 
able to determine the value of an entity interest based on the fanciful as-
sumption of a world where no legal authority exists. Given that uncertain-
ty, it is unclear whether the valuation rules of the proposed regulations 
would have even succeeded in curtailing artificial valuation discounts. 

For now at least, the nightmare of having to interpret and ap-
ply these proposed regulations has passed.   
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Proposed section 
2704 regulations were 
withdrawn in regula-
tory review ordered 
by President Trump 
 

October 5, 2017 

In August of 2016, the US Department of Treasury issued a set 
of complex proposed regulations designed to expand the Inter-
nal Revenue Services’s (IRS) ability to challenge valuation dis-
counts claimed for estate, gift and generation-skipping tax pur-
poses. The proposed code section 2704 regulations, which 
were viewed by the estate planning community largely as am-
biguous and beyond the scope of the statute, elicited over 
28,000 (overwhelming negative) comments filed with the 
Treasury.  

On April 21, while the Treasury was pondering this avalanche 
of commentary, President Trump issued Executive Order 
13789, an instruction to reduce tax regulatory burdens. In re-
sponse, the Treasury issued an interim report on June 22 iden-
tifying eight offending regulations. The proposed regulations 

T R E A S U RY  W I T H D R A W S  PRO P O S E D  RE G U L A T I O N S  
A I M E D  A T  M I N I M I Z I N G  VA L UA T I O N 

Source:  https://www.mwe.com/en/thought-leadership/publications/2017/10/treasury-
regulations-valuation-discounts 
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4. Craftstravaganzaa 
At the beginning of the holiday 
season, gather your friends togeth-
er to channel your inner domestic 
goddesses with a party that re-
volves around—you guessed it—
crafting. *Oprah voice* "Bring on 
the felt poinsettias!" Learn how to 
construct wreaths together, bedaz-
zle some ornaments, cut and print 

homemade holiday cards, or even set up an elaborate gifting 
table (paper, ribbons, and labels galore) to wrap together—all 
while snacking and sipping on holiday treats and cocktails. 
 

5. Yule Ball 
Holiday parties involving mistletoe usually involve a good deal 
of awkward lingering and shame, but that's probably because 
no one was under the impression they were at a themed ball 
(because they weren't). Until now. Recreate your own epic 
Yule Ball with some upbeat holiday-themed music (dance-y 
numbers encouraged), a dress code, a considerable amount of 
spiked punch and hors d'oeuvres at the ready, and some strate-
gically placed mistletoe branches.  
 

6. Reverse Christmas In July 
Christmas in July is a time-honored 
mid-summer party favorite. In the 
summer's hottest month, people 
pretend it's Christmas—complete 
with a tree, gift exchange, and hearty 
meal. Well, turn the tables on this 
tradition with a beach-themed romp 
in the depths of winter. Beach balls, 
mojitos, everyone's favorite Christ-
mas with the Beach Boys album, and 
ample sunscreen are a must.  
 

7. Chrismukkah Party 
Seth Cohen was on to something when he merged together 
two of the most present-filled holidays into Chrismukkah. 
Throw an all-denominations holiday celebration and decorate 
with trinkets from every creed—a Christmas tree for, well, 
Christmas, dreidels for Hanukkah, and a kinara candle holder 
for Kwanzaa, to name a few—and spend the evening learning 
about one another's holidays (and probably watching The 
O.C.). 
 

You already know the drill during the holiday party circuit: ugly 
Christmas sweater parties and Secret Santa gift exchanges. But 
have you ever thought to channel your holiday cheer into more 
creative outlets (e.g. finessing your pet into a tiny sweater or 
foisting holiday spirit onto your sad apartment by crafting doz-
ens of decorative baubles with friends)? Allow us to enlighten 
you with 13 "how have we never thought of this" party op-
tions to try this winter.  
 

1. A Sweetsgiving Party 
The holidays are best celebrated 
with all the joy and wonder of Bud-
dy the Elf, which is why it's strongly 
encouraged to gather with your 
closest friends to indulge in all the 
sweet delights you'll shun come 
New Year's (boooo). Think lots of 
sprinkles, mini-marshmallows, 
chocolate syrup, candy, and icing 
(give or take a plateful of spaghetti). 
Make it a baking party or have a 
"bring a sweet treat" get-together with sweet boozy drinks 
while you're exchanging holiday gifts.  
 

2. Holiday Movie Marathon 
Because TBH you will be searching 
for holiday movies on Netflix any-
ways, why not have a holiday film 
fest? Just keep it to less than five 
films to avoid merry movie fatigue. 
And if watching hours of movies 
isn't exciting enough for you or 
your couch buddies, add some ac-
tion with a drinking game. Take a 
shot whenever someone says 
"Christmas spirit" or whenever any-
one in Santa garb is on screen. 
 

3. Après Ski Party 
Even if you're not living your dream winter life on the slopes 
of some powdery mountain, nothing's stopping you from mak-
ing like you are this holiday! Gussy up your home with tradi-
tional ski lodge accoutrements (furry rugs, basically anything 
wood-finished, a fireplace if you may) and have your guests 
roll up in their best Fair Isle sweaters and down vests for a 
night of hot chocolate, pints of beer, and s'mores by the fire-
side. Cozy! 

13 Christmas Party Themes You’ve Never Thought Of 
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8. Cherry Cocktail Potluck 
Instantly upgrade a holiday potluck by 
asking friends to bring their favorite 
cocktail mix instead of food. Candy 
cane martinis, eggnog, spiked co-
coa…just be ready for a very rowdy 
rounds of carols towards the end of the 
night. (Oh, and you should probably 
actually have some food there, as well.) 
 

9. Pet Holiday Party 
Because cats and dogs like nothing 
more than to be dressed up (as you can 
clearly see from how happy this cat 
looks), why not throw a party for them 
and their adorable outfits? Imagine: a 
gathering with multiple puppies dressed 
in Santa hats. If that's not Christmas 
joy, we don't know what is. Bonus 
points if you can construct a makeshift 
photo area complete with an instant 
camera so that you and your friends can 
take holiday-themed, squee-worthy photos with your fluffy 
pets. Just think of all the photo opportunities for next year's 
holiday card. 
 

10. Gingerbread House Decorating Competition 
Why not take a charming childhood tradition and turn it into a 
competition? Have all of the supplies for traditional ginger-
bread house building ready, but also choose a judge and a few 
different categories (such as "Most Creative," "Best Construc-
tion," "Best Candy Curating," etc.). If you want to make things 
more interesting, choose a theme for the competitors (the 
more random, the better), set a timer, and ready, set, GO! 
 

11. Christmas Carol Karaoke Night 
You may not be a fan of unsolicited carolers banging on your 
door at night, but that doesn't mean you shouldn't enjoy an 
opportunity to bust out Mariah Carey's "All I Want for Christ-
mas Is You." Either hit up a karaoke bar with private singing 
rooms or invest in a home karaoke set, and rock out to the 
holiday's best jams. Like the movie marathon, a complete 
Christmas playlist may take all night, so consider sticking to a 
theme, like pop reinterpretations of the classics (Biebs, there's 
always room for you).  
 
12. Christmas Cast-Off Gift Exchange 
Re-gifting—the act of handing off one of your previously re-
ceived (and unwanted) gifts to someone else—may be consid-
ered tacky in some circles, but when everyone's doing it, it's all 

part of the fun. Have your 
friends come over with one of 
last Christmas' cast-offs—a 
leopard-print Snuggie, an auto-
matic-twirling spaghetti fork, or 
a hot-pink clip-on tie. Make sure 
everyone's gifts are wrapped and 

then play a version of "White Elephant," where people can 
pick from the pile or steal someone else's new acquisition. Al-
ways remember: One person's trash is another's treasure! 
 

13. 12 Days Of Appetizers  
Christmas cookies are great, but 
that doesn't mean that we aren't 
as excited about savory holiday 
snacks (cheese plates and charcu-
terie, anyone?). Instead of host-
ing a cookie swap, have friends 

bring their favorite seasonal appetizers for an app-only pot-
luck–no main dishes invited! And yes, have one person bring 
cookies for "dessert." 

Source:  http://www.marieclaire.com/culture/g1053/christmas-party-themes/ 
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Support OUR Associates 

They Support US! 

REMINDER: FREE CONTRACTOR  

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS AVAILABLE 
Contact the ILICA Office to learn more 309.446.3700 



 

 

C O N V E N T I O N A D D I T I O N S 

 The 2018 ILICA Annual Convention and Members’ 
Meeting promises to be just as productive, educational, and 
fun as years past, especially with the addition of some new 
items for 2018! 

 At the request of members who were blown away by his 
recent performance at the 2017 LICA Winter Convention in 
Las Vegas earlier this year, the convention committee secured 
mindreader Christopher Carter for evening entertainment after 
this year’s awards banquet on Friday. Billed as a psychic enter-
tainer, Christopher Carter has been thrilling audiences nation-
wide for more than two decades. Christopher has earned fea-
ture appearances on The Martin Short Show, and the Donny 
and Marie Show. One of the most popular performers on col-
lege campuses, Christopher has been awarded the highest hon-
or in the Campus Activities industry: Entertainer of the Year in 
2005. As a corporate entertainer, Christopher has created cus-
tom presentations for some of the nation’s top corporate 
groups, including Sprint PCS, Harley-Davidson, Bristol Myers 
Squibb, Phillips Electric, Wells Fargo, The Million Dollar 
Round Table, and many more. We are extremely excited to 
welcome Christopher, and his “must-see” performance to our 
convention this year. So much so, ILICA is encouraging mem-
bers to invite family, friends, and employees to the event. For 
these extra guests, simply indicate on the convention registra-
tion form for a single day attendance for Friday’s dinner to 
receive a banquet dinner AND entertainment for the evening, 
or check the box for “Friday Entertainment ONLY” under the 
“Employees” section. 

 As a new education option, made possible by a grant re-
ceived through partnership with the United Fire Group and 
Prins Insurance state LICA insurance program, ILICA will be 
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offering two, free CPR and AED certifica-
tion courses for members and employees 
during convention. Thursday morning’s 
CPR course will be held for the ladies only, 
while the open CPR course on Friday af-
ternoon will be open to all other members, 
associates, and employees at no additional 
charge! Simply indicate on the convention 

registration if you plan on attending, as this is a hands-on train-
ing requiring a certain number of mannequins. Please note the 
special “Employees” section of the registration to sign up em-
ployees that will only be attending this course during conven-
tion. 

 And for those that don’t want the fun of convention to 
end or for those that prefer to wrap up the event with a relax-
ing beverage, the post convention tour to J.K. Williams Distil-
ling in East Peoria should meet your needs...however you look 
at it. While an optional activity after convention is nothing 
new, J.K. Williams Distillery has only been around in its pre-
sent state since 2012. “[...T]he descendants of bootleg whiskey-
making master J.K. Williams, [ ]feel a certain responsibility to 
bring craft whiskey-and bourbon-making back to the Peoria 
area. [Their] great-great-grandpa was a 
family man with an extraordinary 
work ethic and an undeniable 
talent for making some of the 
best whiskey of his time.” Us-
ing the Williams’s family recipe 
from decades ago, Jon, Kristin, 
Jesse and Kassi Williams (two 
couples bearing the same com-
bined initials as those of J.K. Wil-
liams)  are “[…] in the midst of rais-
ing families in Central Illinois while creating [their] own craft 
whiskey legacy […] taking J.K.’s vision into the future while 
retaining the heritage of incredible small-batch whiskey that is 
tied to the Williams name […].” J.K. Williams tours and tast-
ings occur every hour on the hour on Saturdays from 12-5p. 

 Hopefully, the 2018 ILICA Annual Convention and 
Members’ Meeting will be able to provide some new opportu-
nities and activities for contractors, associates, and employees 
at no additional charge. The convention committee would 
again encourage members to invite other members, family, and 
employees to share in these 
great events. And don’t 
forget that new 2017 mem-
bers receive FREE conven-
tion registration for all 2.5 
days! 
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O N L I N E  TO O L S F O R  
W A T E R S H E D - S C A L E  DR A I NA G E D E S I G N 

 Although drainage design is typical-
ly done at the field level, there is benefit 
to identifying the watershed in which the 
field belongs. For example, such 
knowledge can to size a main, not solely 
based on the requirements of a current 
field or project, but also taking into ac-
count the requirements of other fields in 
the watershed that make need drainage at 
a later date. The contractor can produce 
a map with existing drainage systems, 
contour lines, and soil polygons, that can 
be used to present stakeholders in a wa-
tershed with a holistic plan for installing 
drainage systems in the most economical 
manner.  There are several online tools 
that make it easy to produce such a map. 
The focus of an article in the June 2016 
issue was the creation of contour lines 
from LiDAR data available online. In 
this issue, the focus is on StreamStats 
(streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/), a USGS web-
based routine that can be used to create 
the watershed upstream of an outlet lo-
cation in a water course, and the Web 
Soil Survey 
(websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/
WebSoilSurvey.aspx), a USDA web-
based routine that can be used to create a 
soil map for the watershed. The use of 
these routines is presented in a series of 
six figures.  

Source: Dr. Richard Cooke, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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O N L I N E  TO O L S F O R  
W A T E R S H E D - S C A L E  DR A I NA G E D E S I G N ( C O N T . )  
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 Any idea what’s better than one high profile field demon-

stration by ILICA on a new conservation practice? Well, two 

high profile field demonstrations within a month, of course! 

Mixing two progressive farmers’ dedication to water quality 

with the resources of valuable partners, volunteer members, 

and perfect weather, proved to be the precise combination 

required to educate crowds of farmers, contractors, and the 

general public about denitrifying woodchip bioreactors.   

 Slated for over 100,000 attendees during the last three 

days of August, the 2017 Farm Progress Show (FPS) in Deca-

tur, IL was comprised of over 600 vendors, encompassing 90 

acres. Illinois LICA was once again a visible presence at this 

event with a static booth display within the Partners for Con-

servation tent in Progress City and with a sizable in-field 

demonstration at the north end of the FPS. While the booth 

display educated dozens of attendees about ILICA and the 

various conservation practices within or near Progress City 

that ILICA was involved with over the years, the in-field 

demonstration drew hundreds of goers interested in witnessing 

drainage tile installation and in learning about denitrifying 

woodchip bioreactors. Groups of attendees chased half a doz-

en tile plows installing laterals around the 30 acre field and 

crowded around an approximately 30’x40’ woodchip bioreac-

tor located within the center of the field on a submain of the 

drainage system. At the bioreactor, a number of local NRCS 

and SWCD staff were on-hand to answer questions about the 

what, why, and how of bioreactors. Even a number of volun-

teer ILICA contractors were witnessed answering questions 

about tile drainage and the new conservation practice as they 

actively worked on-site.  

 Almost exactly a month later, the new partnership devel-

oped by Illinois Farm Bureau with ILICA, NRCS, and the Uni-

versity of Illinois succeeded in getting its first bioreactor in the 

ground near Geneseo, IL. Drawing a more local attendance of 

approximately 60, this event showcased a 6’x32’ bioreactor 

offset from a waterway at the edge of a field on Todd Ver-

Heecke’s farm just west of town. Once again, partners were 

on-hand to educate attendees, including numerous media out-

lets and personnel, on what bioreactors are, what they look 

like, how they function, and why they are important here in 

Illinois. Though a smaller venue compared to the Farm Pro-

gress Show, this high profile event and partnership promises to 

reach a similar sized audience, based on the scale and variety of 

media coverage (before and after) and on this particular part-

nership’s projected lifespan of 5 years. Furthermore, this site 

will be monitored by U of I to gather additional research data 

on the effectiveness of bioreactors overtime. 

 Partnerships and projects like these are critical to show-

case the conservation and agriculture industries’ involvement 

and commitment to nutrient loss reduction goals and to water 

quality improvement, particularly here in Illinois. Not only are 

H I G H  P RO F I L E  B I O R E A C TO R S  

Farm Progress Show pictures (top to bottom): Attendees learned from 
NRCS & ILICA about bioreactors, while viewing the exposed practice 
(notice one style of distribution manifold design). Crowds followed tile plows 
around the site as lateral lines were installed. The  NRCS, SWCD, and 
Agri Drain were on-hand with display models and design sets to answer 
questions. 
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( C O N T . )  H I G H P RO F I L E  B I O R E A C TO R S 

IFB Partnership Project pictures (top to bottom): Over 60 people attended the three hour 
demonstration, including local media, farmers, and general public Attendees viewed the filling of 
the bioreactor with woodchips near the end of thee event. The completed denitrifying woodchip 
bioreactor at the edge of the field, offset from waterway. Xylem, Ltd. supplied the many cubic 
yards of woodchips with certain characteristics needed for these projects. (For additional coverage 
on these events, and other ILICA demonstrations, visit www.illica.net and check out our pho-
tos, videos, and other shared media. 

these types of projects and events highly educational for agri-
culture producers and the general public, but they also provide 
ILICA contractors hands-on experience and education on new 
conservation practices; more than likely the same conservation 
practices that a customer may ask about in the very near fu-
ture.  

 The recent success of these two, high profile denitrifying 
woodchip bioreactor projects could not have occurred without 
our valuable ILICA partners, associates, and contractors. We 
sincerely thank the NRCS for all the technical assistance, Illi-
nois Farm Bureau for investing in a long term partnership fo-
cused on getting conservation on (or into) the ground, the 
University of IL for providing continued research on these 
new conservation practices, producers David Brix and Todd 
VerHeecke for taking initiative to enhance the local water qual-
ity leaving their farms and for agreeing to public demonstra-
tions, all our volunteer ILICA contractors that donated their 
time and expertise, and the following associate members for 
their donations: 

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. 
Agri Drain Corporation 

Altorfer, Inc. 
Birkey’s 

Bower's Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc. 
BRON 

Fratco, Inc. 
Martin Equipment of Illinois 
Mid America Trenchers, LLC 

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC 
Thornton Precision AG 

Prinsco, Inc. 
River Valley Pipe, LLC 
Roland Machinery Co. 

Schlatter's, Inc. 
Springfield Plastics, Inc. 

Xylem, Ltd. 
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F E A T U R E D  N A T I O NA L LICA B E N E F I T:   
M A C K T RU C K S ’S  G RO U N D B R E A K E R 

 As anticipated Jerry Biuso, Na-
tional CEO, has worked with Mack 
Trucks to obtain a member benefit for 
contractors’ vehicle fleets. Mack 
Trucks’s new “Ground Breaker” pro-
gram offers 36 months of Extended 
Purchase Coverage and Premium Pre-
ventative Maintenance on eligible Pin-
nacle & Granite models that are fi-
nanced with Mack Financial Services, at 
no additional charge to LICA members! 
With over 400 Mack service locations 
around the nation, this new benefit 
promises to give LICA contractors the 
peace of mind they deserve, while also 
reducing their total cost of ownership. 

 For more information about this 
benefit or any of our LICA benefits, 
please call the ILICA office at 
309.446.3700.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

Board of Directors Meeting  
Saturday, November 4, 2017  

Hampton Inn 
3185 S Dirksen Pkwy, Springfield, IL 62703 

Committee Meetings:  10 am - 1 pm 
Board Meeting:  2 pm 

 

2018 ILICA Convention & Members’ Mtg. 
January 11-13, 2018 

Embassy Suites 
100 Conference Center Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611 

 

National 
2018 LICA Winter Convention  

February 20-24, 2018 
Hyatt Place + Hyatt House  

560 King Street, Charleston, SC 29403  
Room Rate: $159/night (plus taxes & fees)  

Make reservations by January 5th; Call: 800-993-4751  
Group name: Land Improvement Contractors 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc. . . . . . . .   

BRON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Brown Bear Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E-K Petroleum, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Envision Insurance Group, LLC. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

JCG Midwest Drainage Products. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Jim Hawk Truck Trailers, Inc  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois, Inc . . . . . . . . . . .  

Metal Culverts, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Mid America Trenchers, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mike Cooks’ Soil & Water Mgmt. Systems . . . .   

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC . . . . . .  

Precision Intakes, Ltd . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance, Inc./United Fire Group . .  

Prinsco, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Roland Machinery Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Schlatter’s, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Vermeer Midwest, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Roger Bragg 
217-259-1996 

 See us for your farm, commercial 
and industrial needs.   

We carry a full line of Shell Rotella 
and Pro Performance products. 

Rick Bennett 
217-246-5162 

Office: 
217-728-7195 
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Because jumping down off large equipment is a common prac-
tice for construction workers, it’s no surprise that lower back, 
knee, ankle and neck injuries occur more frequently. Regard-
less of the type of equipment you work with, mounting and 
dismounting safely should always be top of mind. 
 

What You Can Do 

To lessen your risk of injuries, follow these simple mounting 
and dismounting instructions for trucks and other tall equip-
ment or machinery.  

 When using a new piece of machinery, become familiar 
with proper mounting and dismounting procedures. 

 When a person jumps from a height of more than one 
foot, the force that goes through the body is about 14 
times the person’s body weight. In other words, a 165-
pound man who jumps out of construction equipment or 
any other high surface is exerting 2,310 pounds of force 
on his body. This can cause injury to bones, tendons and 
cartilage. And if you’re doing this multiple times every 
workday, the damage to the body can be extensive.  

 When dismounting and mounting, maintain three-point 
contact. This means having contact with the construction 
equipment by either one foot and two hands or one hand 
and two feet. The smaller the triangle you form with your 
body, the more stable you are.  

 Always face the vehicle, both when mounting and dis-
mounting. 

 Look at the surface below before stepping and make sure 
it is even to prevent ankle and knee injuries. 

 Never mount or dismount moving equipment. 

 Do not mount or dismount with anything, including tools, 
in your hands. Not only does it throw the body off-
balance, it also reduces your chance of recovering your 
balance if you do slip. Use a drop rope to raise and lower 
supplies, tools and equipment instead. 

 Handholds and footholds are on the equipment for a rea-
son—use them. 

 Wear appropriate clothing. Loose or torn clothing can get 
caught on equipment when you are jumping down instead 
of climbing down. In slippery conditions, wear proper 
footwear to prevent slipping hazards. 

Discussion Date: _____________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

S A F E T Y  FE A T U R E :  
  M O U N T I N G  & D I S M O U N T I N G E Q U I P M E N T   

To lessen your risk of injury, follow these simple mounting and dismounting instructions for trucks and other 
construction equipment and machinery. 

Safety Matters Tool Box Talks - From Prins Insurance LICA Portal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prope r  veh i c l e 
maintenance also 
contributes to the 
safe mounting and 
d ismount ing of 
equipment. Make 
sure running boards, 
treads, steps, foot-
holds and platforms are kept clear. Hazards like ice, snow 
and grease could cause slips, trips and falls. 
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 Deadlines can adversely affect 
decision making. A deadline can 
lead to shortcuts that result in im-
proper machine setup and poor 
choices in operating techniques. In 
short, in attempting to meet a job 

closing date, you sacrifice long-term profitability in exchange 
for saving a little time today. That isn’t a cost effective way to 
manage tracked machines. With some advance thought and a 
little preparation, you can improve undercarriage wear life by 
matching the correct undercarriage to the job site, which in 
turn lowers owning and operating costs. And as a result, your 
tracked machines operate more efficiently. 

 Tim Nenne, undercarriage market professional for Cater-
pillar, helps customers extend undercarriage life. One sugges-
tion tops his list: 

 “The biggest single step a customer can take to improve 
undercarriage life is to maintain track tension at the correct 
specification, whether it’s a track-type tractor, track loader, or 
hydraulic excavator,” he said. An improperly adjusted under-
carriage shortens the life of components. 

 The same machine setup will not necessarily work across 
different applications. You need to prepare the machine for 
the underfoot conditions, temperature, terrain and type of 
work. 

  “It’s worth the time to properly set up the machine for 
the application because it will give you the lowest owning and 
operating cost,” Nenne says. A crawler dozer can benefit from 
a different machine balance when it is dozing than if it’s rip-
ping, or the underfoot conditions may require a different type 
of shoe. 

 Operator habits are equally important in controlling un-
dercarriage wear, Nenne says. His top tip for operation: 
“When running a track-type machine, your operating costs will 
go down if you reduce the number of unproductive miles.” He 
suggests undercarriage wear also be measured in the number of 
miles traveled and not just in operating hours. Newer machines 
monitor travel distance in both forward and reverse. The sec-
ond most important operating tip for tracked machines is to 
avoid high speeds to reduce wear on internal and external un-
dercarriage components. For hydraulic excavators, Nenne’s 
No. 1 recommendation is to design the worksite so the opera-
tor is digging over the front idlers, if at all possible, to mini-
mize structural stress. 

 Most crawler dozers come from the factory with sealed 
and lubricated track, commonly called SALT. Today, a smaller 
number of customers are doing pin and bushing turns on small 
to medium dozers because of increased labor costs. This holds 
true unless the machine is operating in an abrasive application. 
Manufacturers now have been able to lengthen bushing and 
sprocket life to the point where turns are less of a necessity in 

order to obtain the most life out of a link-roller system. Nenne 
recommends wet bushing turns on dozers. During a turn, the 
bushing is rotated 180 degrees and the pin is flipped end-for-
end. This provides a new wear surface and resets the track 
pitch, which then allows the customer to get the most life out 
of the link-roller system. 

 SALT has been installed for quite some time on large 
machines to get maximum life from the more expensive link-
roller system. There is still good value in performing a bushing 
turn in large machines in order to maximize the life of the link-
roller system. Internal wear is not a significant factor on these 
machines, so turns are for external wear. Where ambient tem-
peratures are high, dry track is used with no urethane seals or 
lubricant, but typically there are special high-temperature lubri-
cants in the roller system. 

 A hydraulic excavator undercarriage may get additional 
value by doing a pin and bushing turn. In some cases, excava-
tor shoes, rollers and idlers can be reused for a second link 
assembly. All this will save money, but only with proper under-
carriage management. 

 Most manufacturers now produce small and medium 
excavators with greased track for improved internal wear and 
quieter operation. But you still must manage greased track be-
cause internal wear exceeds external wear in many applications. 
The grease does not remain in place for an extended period of 
time like oil does in SALT. To calculate internal wear on 
greased track, determine the pitch length across four joints, 
measuring from the left side of the first pin to the left side of 
the fourth pin. Match that measurement against the manufac-
turer specifications to gauge the amount of wear. When it’s 
100 percent worn, you can perform a pin and bushing turn to 
reset the wear back to zero if you judge the turn to be econom-
ically feasible. Dry turns may be appropriate for excavator 
track because they don’t move as much as dozers. 

 Nenne, with more than 20 years of undercarriage experi-
ence in research, testing and field work, advises to compare 
costs beforehand. “In order to get the best economical life 
from a link-roller system, you should weigh the cost of turning 
the pins and bushings against running to destruction.” 

 Some larger hydraulic excavators use a SALT seal that 
keeps grease in place for a longer period of time. That allows 
the large machines to run longer without internal wear and 
prolongs the service point and reduces overall undercarriage 
costs. 

 The goal is to get the most life from an undercarriage. To 
do that, Nenne has two words: “Manage it.” Make sure the 
machine is set up properly for the application and the operator 
is practicing the correct techniques. 

T E C H T A L K:  HOW  TO TI G H T E N T R A C K  L I F E 

Source: Reprinted with permission of the Association of Equipment Management Pro-
fessionals from their Equipment Manager magazine; article author: Tim Nenne 
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 Norm & Coretha Rozendaal                 (800) 932-7611 
2064 Republic Ave West, Monroe IA 50170         (641) 259-2651 
        www.precisionintakes.com                Fax (641) 259-3218 



 

 

      

 




