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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello again. I hope everyone had a
safe a profitable spring. We had
plenty of good days to work in
between the rain and got a lot of
jobs completed here in my part of
the state. Many of our jobs were
working in fields that have wind
turbines. Working in and around a
wind farm presents some unique
challenges. We started the spring on a 270-acre project that
had two turbines on it. We crossed over live power and
fiberoptic lines five times to complete the drainage pattern. We
had a local wind farm get repowered last summer after only
fifteen years in service. This meant recreating all the road
modifications necessary to get new propellers and turbine
heads to the existing pedestals. It also meant bringing back in
the large cranes to take down the old turbines and propellers
and put up the new ones. This type of heavy construction
causes two main types of drainage issues; compaction of the
soil and crushing of existing tile. We have installed more
“French Drains” this spring than in all my 18-year career
combined. Many times after heavy equipment passes a certain
area, the area becomes compacted to the point that even a tile
directly underneath will not work due to the compaction. This
happens frequently along access roads and around the
pedestals themselves. We have been digging these areas out,
excavating to the top of the existing tile, and then filling the
trench with rock and topping it off with dirt. This has seemed
to work so far. Many times, we have dug near road crossings
and around pedestals and found tile completely broke down.
This is plastic pipe as well as clay and concrete lines. This gets
pretty pricey to replace large stretches of tile with a backhoe,
but we have done it, as well as split centers with the trencher
and added or installed new lines of pipe where needed. This is
the price existing tiles pay for having heavy construction on
top of them. Job security for me.

Later this week, I am excited to attend the LICA Water
Management Forum in Rensselaer, Indiana. I look forward to
secing everyone that attends. Unfortunately, this event
overlaps our ILICA Area 6 Trap Shoot and Golf Outing, so 1
won’t be able to embarrass myself on the golf course this year.
I hope everyone that does attend this fun event has a great
time.

LICA national summer meeting will be in Pittsburgh on July 9-
13th. It would be great to get as many Illinois members out
there as possible. These events are always lots of fun. I hope to
see you out there helping me represent Illinois.

You have a few opportunities to attend a drainage workshop
this summer. There should be one held within a couple of
hours of you no matter where you are located in the state. This
event is not just for contractors. Please invite customers and
employees. There will be takeaways for everyone.

ILICA summer picnic will be held on July 20th. This event is
going to be just outside of Dwight this year. Wes Lehman has
graciously agreed to host us at his home which just happens to
be the site of one of the constructed wetlands ILICA built a
few years ago. I can’t wait to see how it looks now.

Did you hear? If you are willing to host a member’s event in
your area, ILICA will pick up the tab! How sweet of a deal is
that? This could be dinner, games, tours, education, you name
it. I am always talking about getting the most out of your
membership. What’s a better way than this? Spread the word
about the benefits of this great organization in your area and
let us help you do it.

Enjoy your summer everyone. Stay safe no matter what it is
you are doing.

Best regards,
Eric Layden
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NEW MEMBERS

2024 BOARD MEMBER MTG. ATTENDANCE

Contractors

Brandon Bish

B Bish Underground

PO Box 155

Hinckley, IL. 60520

Ph: 815-378-3815

Email: brandon@bbishunderground.com

Website: bbishunderground.com

A = absent P = present C = cancelled meeting
Area / Director Jan |March| May | July | Sep | Nov
Pres: Eric Layden P P P
VP: Jon Seevers P P P
1st VP: Tyler Seals P A A
Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P P

Area 1 - LaVerne Weber P P P

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P P P

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P A P

Area 3 - Grant Curtis A A A

BOARD & MEMBERS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P A P

Area 4 - David Kennedy A A P

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA
business meetings are scheduled as follows:

July 20, 2024 - Picnic & Members’ Meeting:

Feather Prairie Farm, Dwight
Sept. 14, 2024 - Regular Meeting of the Board:

Virtual & IP - ILICA Office, Galva

Excact location, meeting times & other details will be published in
the IL.ICA News and sent to members via mail and)/ or email.

Area 4 - Lee Bunting P P P
Area 5 - Rick Maguire - P P
Area 6 - Scott Day P P A
Area 6 - Bill Dean A A A
Area 7 - John Barttelbort - A P
Area 8 - Tom Beyers P P P
Area 8 - Tyler Seals P A A

Associate Director:
David Randolph
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ILLINOIS’S FY 25 BUDGET CUTS CONSERVATION

By Dr. Michael Woods, Executive
Director, Association of linois Soil

& Water Conservation Districts

Illinois” 103rd General
Assembly has finalized the
FY25 budget. While many are
celebrating, we on the frontlines of soil and water conservation
are yet again disillusioned by a frontal attack that has landed at
our doorsteps. These extreme cuts underscore exactly why
Illinois needs to look at diversifying funding for the state’s soil
and water consetvation districts and move beyond the current

yoyo investments.

Conservation is a long-game and to sustain the level of impact
SWCDs have had to date across Illinois, we require new
approaches and partnerships to drive resources into technical
assistance offered by district staff that have traditionally
witnessed erratic state investment. That’s why it’s crucial that
we mobilize diversified capital—at scale and speed—to ensure
economic and biological viability and climate resilience for

future generations.

As a recap, the governor proposed returning the state’s
investment into Soil and Water Conservation Districts to pre-
2000 funding levels ($4.5 million) for his FY25 budget. The
director of the Illinois Department of Agriculture declared in
the IDOA appropriations committee that this was the funding
level proposed and that increased funding would have to be a
legislative member-led initiative. Thus, AISWCD—on behalf
of the state’s SWCDs—in partnership with many supporters
banded together to engage our elected officials in the
statchouse on several occasions. Many legislators (in both
parties) declared their support and discontent with the
proposed funding levels. Sadly, our supporters in the Senate
were not able to adjust the funding levels as requested in the
final $53.1 billion budget. And our advocates in the House
were unable to adjust the Senate’s budget bill. It has now
advanced to the governor’s office to be signed into law with a

nearly 50% dectease in SWCD operational funding.

Budget cuts of this magnitude will have a significant impact on
frontline boots on the ground SWCD staffing. Notably,
districts may have to reduce staff to adjust for funding cuts,
along with not being able to fill vacant direct service staff
positions, which are desperately needed to provide vital
services. I am deeply concerned that current and future
conservation efforts will be heavily impacted by these budget
reductions at a time when the state needs to see a significant
scaling up of conservation practices to address the nutrient

loss reduction strategies and to ensure that producers are more

weather resilient in the face of shifting climate.

While the outcome we had advocated for did not come to
fruition, we will find a path forward to ensure that the state’s
essential Soil and Water Conservation Districts remain on the
state’s most vital natural

frontlines in protecting the

resources. ..soil and watet.

At this time, we must take the high road and find a path
forward, and not dwell in the actions to cut SWCD funding
and the attack on intergenerational equity and sustainable
investing. Rather we must find a path forward to ensure that
we: 1) diversify our treasury to become less dependent on
volatile funding; 2) maintain service to our stakeholders to
ensure the acceleration of locally-led efforts to conserve,
protect, and restore the land and water across the state; and
3) engage those that value the frontline, boots-on-the-ground
conservation agriculture essential to protect the stability and
sustainability of Illinois.

At the federal level, the Biden administration has showcased a
deep understanding and appreciation for conservation by
investing an unprecedented amount into agricultural
conservation across the nation. As we each are aware, these
conservation commitments often fall short, and
implementation—the real crux of field level conservation—
lags far behind the promises in light of reduced technical
assistance (operational) funding for frontline Soil and Water
Conservation District staff. Nevertheless, now is the time we
shall rise to the occasion and strive to elevate the same level of
federal support through understanding at the state level. While
the state’s return to pre-2000 funding for SWCD has taken
place with the FY25 budget, we cannot allow these actions to
decline our individual and collective ability to put in motion

our shared mantra of healthy soil and clean water.

In closing, I remind you that now is the time for decisive,
collective action. It’s time to demonstrate that the Illinois
SWCD system will stay the course and respond to the
immediate conservation crisis while shaping a recovery which
prioritizes social and environmental outcomes through
intergenerational investments of your time and talents, as we
seek the treasures of those that truly value our individual and
collective service today for tomorrow. The actions we
collectively take over the coming weeks, months, and perhaps
even years will lay the foundations for a more stakeholder-
driven and sustainable environment — one that aligns
conservation of our natural resources with the constituents and
commitments of our state’s General Assembly and highest

leadership.
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ILICA Ladies Page

Take a Scenic lllinois Road Trip to
These 10 Hidden Gems

Published February 2023: Pack up

the car, there's no way you've
seen all 10 of these.

The sun is expected to shine
this weekend and the
temperatures are supposed to
get into the mid-40s. That's
perfect weather to go for a
little car trip. This list will take
you through some of the

hidden gems tucked into the
nooks and crannies of Illinois. The rolling hills of the Illinois
Plain make the perfect setting for this circular track that will
take you to all corners of the state.

1. Joliet Iron Works Historic Site, Joliet

We start off on the
south side of
Chicago in Joliet,
llinois, home of
the Blues Brothers.
Here you'll visit
what was once the
second largest steel
mill in the country.
It remained un-
occupied  until
1991 when it was
turned into a park
with guided trails.
Have a great time investigating the Joliet Iron Works site.

2. Mississippi Palisades State Park, Savanna

Next head west across the northern portion of the state
towards Savanah, Illinois. The Mississippi Palisades is a series
of short trails that climb along the cliffs and bluffs of the

Mississippi and Apple Rivers. The views are some of the best
of the mighty Mississippi.

3. Giant Oak Park, Peoria

Turn south and take a scenic drive along the Mississippi River
to the central part of the state and stop in Peoria. Here you'll
stop at Giant Oak Park which is literal a park with a giant oak
tree. Its branches span out over 100 feet and it is believed to
be at least 300 years old. It's cool, but let's be honest, you
won't be spending a ton of time here.

4. Dana Thomas House, Springfield

Turn east and head through the central part of the state.
You're gonna see a lot of corn and other types of crops. Tty
not to get hypnotized. Make a stop in the state's capital,
Springfield. Here you'll take a look at the Dana Thomas
House, a 12,000 square foot turn of the century home
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. Ever hear of him? You will
also not spend a ton of time here.

5. Pink Elephant Antique Mall, Livingston

Head back south west through the state, there will be more
corn fields involved, toward St. Louis and stop in the town of
Livingston for the Pink Elephant Antique Mall. This is a
massive antique mall/flea market that occupies an old high
school. You might find a hidden treasure, and you'll at least
have some excellent ice cream. Go spend the night in St
Louis.
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ILICA Ladies Page (cont.)

6. Cedarhurst Center For The Arts, Mount Vernon

Head further south into the state and stop in Mount Vernon.
Here you'll visit the Cedarhurst Center Fort The Arts. You
never know what will be happening at Cedarhurst, the exhibits
and displays are in constant rotation. Judging by those metallic
horses in the above picture, I'm guessing it's usually cool.

7. Cache River and Heron Pond State Natural Areas

Head to the southern tip of the state and stop in Belnap for
your next site. This ancient forest preserve houses cypress
trees and massive bass. There are numerous trails to explore
and camping is available. You'll want to find a place to stay
down here because it's a long way north after this.

8. TREC Trails, Effingham

Take a long drive north to the south central part of the state
and stop in Effingham. Here you'll try out the TREC trails
system. The TREC trails system is a series of urban pathways
that connect city and wildlife seamlessly. Come do some bird
watching and enjoy this unique way to explore a city.

9. Spurlock Museum, Urbana

Head towards the center of the state and stop in Urbana, sister
city to Champaign and home to the University of Illinois. Here
you'll visit the Sputlock Museum. The Spurlock Museum is
located on the University of Illinois campus. It is a free cultural
museum that educates visitors about cultures and their
histories from around the world. Speakers and conversation

are common.

10. Elawa Farm, Lake Forest

The last stop on the Illinois tour takes back to Chicago on the
beautiful shotres of Lake Michigan in Lake Forest. Here you'll
visit Elawa Farm, a "gentleman's" farm bought in 1915 and
since restored. Here you can wander the beautiful grounds and
learn about the history of the site.

Source: Reprinted with permission from author Joe Dredge, 1440 WROK -
bttps:/ [ 1440wrok.com/ illinois-road-trip-hidden-gem/ .



https://1440wrok.com/illinois-road-trip-hidden-gem/
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1807 179th St North 120 East Martin Dr
East Moline, IL 61244 Goodfield, IL 61742
(309) 751-9540 (309) 965-3300

V Vermeer
Midwest
WWW.VERMEERMIDWEST.COM
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SOIL EROSION AND WE, THE PEOPLE

By Jorge A. Guzggnan & Maria L. Chu

Soil erosion is a natural process — neither bad nor good. At the
surface, it is patt of the rock cycle, and in streams, it is a way to
adjust their size and shape to carry water and sediments from
surrounding lands. It is a crucial process supporting nutrients
to wetland ecosystems and agricultural lands in river
confluences. However, it is also critical for soil health
degradation, loss of productive land, and fertile soil. As
stakeholders, we have the power to mitigate soil erosion by
slowing down these processes and thus minimizing their
impacts. We can achieve a sustainable agro-production system
that balances the tradeoffs between ecosystem setvices that
favor food production, nutrient cycling, and biodiversity and
the disservices that increase nutrient runoff, soil erosion, and
soil degradation.

between conservation and

challenges

The growing
productivity
policymaking as we encounter the threads to food security

competition

makes these more visible in
amidst soil erosion and soil degradation. Across our diverse
of stakeholders

frequently find themselves in a diametrically opposing “tug-of-

agricultural geography, different groups

wart” situation, pulling the situational “rope” in their respective
directions in favor of enhanced production or minimized land
degradation. Soil erosion is further exacerbated by land use and
management changes, agriculture intensification, and varying

climate. The effects of soil erosion go beyond the loss of soil
fertility and land degradation. It also led to numerous
environmental issues, such as loss of land productivity, water
quality deterioration, economic and human health, and
infrastructure stress. For instance, soil erosion from
agricultural landscapes contributes large volumes of sediments
along streams with significant phosphorous loads that are not
yet biologically available while remaining “dormant” until
changes in environmental conditions make them available, that
is, legacy phosphorus. Soil erosion impacts our reservoirs and

through

siltation, reduced hydraulic efficiency, and the capacity to

their functioning increased sedimentation and
negatively impact recreational services and fish populations.
Hence, adopting restoration and management alternatives that
balance the risks and tradeoffs of enhancing productivity while
minimizing long-term soil degradation is crucial to our agro-

production systems, their sustainability, and our communities.

By definition, soil erosion is simple: it is the detachment,
mobilization, and deposition of soil particles. However, along
these three main processes, many players interact to form a
complex phenomenon - some players are in the atmosphere,
some at the surface and subsurface, and some in our daily
activities. Soil erosion may occur independently or within three
major groups of processes: (1) mass movement, (2) surface
erosion, and (3) linear transport (Figure 1). Mass movement

Figure 1. The complexity of soil erosion lies in the spatio-temporal variability of sediment production and transport processes (fignre adopted from Di Silvio and Basson, 2008).
Different processes occur at varions time scales spanning seconds to centuries.
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occurs locally (e.g., landslide, streambank erosion). Surface
erosion occurs on land surfaces, seen as sediment mobilization
by water or wind and developing land features such as rills and
inter-rills, gullies, and dunnes. Finally, linear transport is
commonly found in streams where patticles constantly move
in an unsynchronized tango between the bottom and
suspension as a function of the changes in river flow and its
interaction with the geomorphological local properties. At first,
the removal of soil particles and the subsequent asymmetrical
motion of these particles downstream to adjacent water bodies
occur under a combination of multifaceted processes that vary
in time and space. Sediment starts its journey at local scales,
commonly exacerbated by unusual precipitation or wind events
and accelerated by human intervention. This particle
mobilization is driven by the topography, soil composition,
hydrologic processes overland flow,
interflow/seepage), stteam motrphology and dynamics (e.g.,

bedload, streambank erosion), and human activities. Their

(e.g., precipitation,

transport and deposition are continuous processes across the
basin that may require decades and even centuries to complete.

Once the eroded sediment reaches a river network, it can be
transported to larger water bodies. These multifaceted
processes, taking place over time while varying in space, make
soil erosion complex to estimate.

Agro-production systems face many challenges daily. Soil
erosion is a long-term challenge that requires enabling
community stakeholders to make more effective decisions to
decrease the agricultural footprint in the environment while
sustaining their livelihood and quality of life. Environmental
managers, policymakers, and scientists are often tasked to
untangle the complex interactions between natural processes
and our day-to-day activities that result in changes in
watershed hydrology and land degradation. In this challenge,
soil erosion is central to these complex processes. To better
direct investments in natural resources, there is an urgent need
for enhanced soil monitoring that stakeholders can use in
making decisions, allowing stakeholders to accommodate their
goals more efficiently.
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AREA 6 TRAP SHOOT & GOLF OUTING
ALWAYS A FAVORITE

Ask any trap shooter or golfer that attended the Annual Area 6
Trap Shoot & Golf Outing what they thought about the event
and you will receive two types of resounding responses. If it’s
their first time attending, you’ll hear, “It was great!” or “This
was so much fun!” If you speak to one of the “regulars,”
which make up a majority of those in attendance, you’ll hear,
“This is one of our favorite outings that we get to attend.” and
“We always look forward to this event each yeat!” Responses
like these affirm the successfulness and appeal of the event
that has been a member favorite for over 13 years.

As usual, this year’s event held in June saw temperatutres
verging on “hot,” but that did not stop over a dozen trap
shooters from busting over 700 clay targets at the Paul
McKillip Farm first thing that morning. The title of “Top
Shot” went to Alex Brown with Invenergy Transmission, who
narrowly edged out last year’s winner Levi Coons with Port
Industries by one clay, and earned himself a pair of electronic
shooting muffs. No one went home empty handed, though, as
all shooters received a door prize thanks to the generous
support of our sponsors.

Down the road at the beautiful Meadowview Golf Course in
Mattoon, nearly 50 golfers first grabbed a boxed lunch,
sponsored by BRON, before playing 18 holes in a scramble
format with a shotgun start. Staying hydrated with the help of
our beverage cart sponsors, Port Industries and Fratco, golfers
had a great time out on the course competing for a chance at
hole prizes and bragging rights. All the foursomes were happy
to be back in the air conditioning for the 50/50 raffle drawing
and prize winner announcements before their ribeye steak
dinner buffet, wrapping up the day’s events.

Hole prize winners took home $50 cash compliments of
sponsors Altorfer CAT, BRON, & Precision Intakes. The
Lowest Scoring Team, after a tie and scorecard playoff, won
$100 cash sponsored by Miller Township Construction, and
the Most Honest Team received a special prize altogether!
Winners were as follows:

Longest Drive: Dalton Goldsmith

Closest to the Pin:  Jeff Tomlinson

Longest Putt: Steve Anderson

Lowest Scoring Team: Harris Metals & Recycling -

Tony Harris, Tyson Harris,

Austin Powley, Tate Moses

Most Honest Team: Seevers Farm Drainage - Todd
Childers, Chris Kaufman, Kirk

Adkisson, Kade Wisley

The event was sponsored by Advanced Drainage Systems,
Springfield Plastics, Prinsco, and Sullivan Auctioneers a
Biglron Company, along with over 30 different hole sponsors,
meal and beverage sponsors, and door prize sponsors.

Our sincere thanks to everyone who supported the outing
including sponsors, donots, volunteers, shooters, and golfers.
A big thanks to Paul McKillip, Meadowview Golf Course, and
the Golf Outing Committee for ensuring the success of the

13th Illinois LICA Area 6 Golf Outing and Trap Shoot!

For the complete listing of sponsors and to view pictures from
the event, check our website: https://www.illica.net/golf-

outings



https://www.illica.net/golf-outings
https://www.illica.net/golf-outings
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Illinois

Member Appreciation Picnic
& Members’ Meeting

July 20, 2024

Feather Prairie Farm
23335 E. 3200 N. Rd., Dwight, IL. 60420

Members’ Meeting: 9 am
Constructed Wetland Tour: 11 am
Lunch: 12 pm
Outdoor Games: 1 pm

Register via QR Code on page 20

ILICA Drainage Workshop Series
July 30, 2024 - Decatur, IL
August 27, 2024 - Ina, IL
8am - 5 pm

See page 21 for workshop details and to register for the
Decatur location.

ADVERTISER INDEX

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc............ 27
AgriDrainCotp .. ... 5
Berns, Clancy & Associates ................ 19
BRON ... 13
Cen-Pe-Co Lubricants .................... 19
Cook’s AGPS,LILC ...................... 23
Dimond Bros. Insurance.,, LLC . ... ........ 22
Envision Insurance Group, LLC . ........... 28
Fratco,Inc........ .. ... .. . ... 7
Hickenbottom, Inc. ........................... 2
Martin Equipment of Illinois, Inc .. ......... 28
Maurer-Stutz, Inc . . ............. ... ...... 19
Metal Culverts, Inc....................... 10
Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC ...... 3
Port Industries, Inc. ...................... 10
Precision Intakes, Ltd ... .................. 11
Prins Insurance, Inc./United Fire Group .. ... 28
Prinsco,Inc.......... ... ... . 28
Purple Wave Auction . .................... 25
Roland Machinery Co. .................... 11
Schlattet’s, Inc. . . ..... ... . 2
Springfield Plastics, Inc. . .................. 2
Vermeer Midwest, Inc. .................... 10
Water Management Solutions, LLC. .. ....... 10

Xylem, TD. ... 11
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FEATURED LICA BENEFIT:
CustToOM OSHA COMPLIANT SAFETY PROGRAM
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SAFETY FEATURE:
OSHA FAQS - REPORTING SERIOUS INJURIES

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
requires covered employers to report and record occupational
injuries and illnesses. Specifically, employers are required to
report serious injuries to OSHA as follows:

Inpatient hospitalization,
amputation or loss of an
eye must be reported
within 24 hours

Employee fatalities
must be reported
within eight hours

Employers must report these injuries

e By telephone to the OSHA Area Office nearest to the site
of the work-related incident. Information about OSHA

Area Offices: https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate

e By telephone to the 24-hour OSHA hotline (1-800-321-
OSHA or 1-800-321-6742).

e  Electronically, using the event reporting application that
will  be OSHA's  public

https://www.osha.cov

located on website:

Who Must Report?

All employers under OSHA jurisdiction must report these
incidents to OSHA, even employers who are exempt from
routinely keeping OSHA records due to company size or
industry.

What Must Be Reported?

e Establishment name

e Location of the work-related incident
e Time of the work-related incident

e Type of reportable event (le., fatality, inpatient
hospitalization, amputation or loss of an eye)

e  Number of employees who suffered the event

e Names of the employees who suffered the event
¢ Contact person and his or her phone number

o Brief description of the work-related incident
Links & Resources

» OSHA recording and reporting website:
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping

» OSHA Serious Event Reporting Online Form:
https://www.osha.gov/ords/ser/serform.html

» OSHA reporting final rule:
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/2014

» OSHA electronic reporting final rule:
https:/ /www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/05/12

2016-10443 /improve-tracking-of-workplace-injuries-and-
illnesses#h-4

P Serious injury reporting requirements FAQs:
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/2014#reporting

Discussion Date:

Employee Participants

Adapted from Compliance Overview OSHA FAQs: Reporting Serions Injuries
Prins Insurance IICA Portal (Zywave)


https://www.osha.gov/contactus/bystate
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/
https://www.osha.gov/ords/ser/serform.html
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/2014
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/05/12/2016-10443/improve-tracking-of-workplace-injuries-and-illnesses#h-4
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/05/12/2016-10443/improve-tracking-of-workplace-injuries-and-illnesses#h-4
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/05/12/2016-10443/improve-tracking-of-workplace-injuries-and-illnesses#h-4
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping/2014#reporting
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