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 Boy, 2017 flew by; I guess 
time flies when you are having 
fun!! Looking ahead at 2018, your 
Illinois LICA Chapter is planning 
on another busy year.  First of all, 
I hope you are going to East Peo-
ria for the Convention and Mem-
ber meeting January 11 – 13th.  
Eric Layden and the Education 

committee are planning a February workshop; agenda still be-
ing developed. 

 As far as moving dirt & digging holes, the Show Commit-
tee, chaired by Bill Doubet and Jon Seevers together, is study-
ing end of pipe practices with our partners: The Wetlands Ini-
tiative, Illinois Farm Bureau, Natural Resources Conservation 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E 
Service, The Nature Conservancy, and the University of Illi-
nois. 

 Marie and I are planning on attending the LICA National 
Winter Convention in Charleston, South Carolina in February.  
It looks like they have some good tours lined up. I know there 
will be a session on benefits & one on the Residential Septic 
Service Plan.  To me, if you are into septic systems, this looks 
like a good service you can provide to your customers for a 
fee, like buying an extended service on a piece of machinery. 
So, check it out and have Ryan Arch send you some more in-
formation. 

 

 Be SAFE, 

 Lee Bunting  

ILICA DE V E L O P S  I N T E R N S H I P  P O S I T I O N 
 As ILICA partnerships grow, 
programs expand, and technology 
use increases, we begin to recog-
nize opportunities where addition-
al office support would be an in-
valuable addition to the advance-
ment of the Association. At the 
November Board Meeting when 
approached about the develop-
ment of an internship position to 
do just that, the Board was of sim-

ilar mindset and approved the employment of an intern for 
roughly a 3 month period. 

 Hired only days earlier, Emily Schoonover  
(pictured above) began on December 4th as the 
new ILICA Intern, with the official title of Ex-
ecutive Assistant/Data Coordinator. Emily hails 
from Galesburg and is currently a Junior at 
Knox College in the same town. She is an Envi-
ronmental Studies major and Film Studies mi-
nor. Through her previous work experiences 
and volunteer activities over the years, Emily has 
a number of the great attributes that are directly 
applicable to her 3 month position with ILICA, 
including technology proficiencies, team player 
skills, professional written and verbal skills, and 
organizational/planning detail skills. 

 We hope to keep Emily aboard through 
the 2018 ILICA Convention, though her semes-
ter course work resumes immediately after the 
first of the year. She is helping us address office 
organization, filing, and archiving; long term and 

strategic planning including employee handbook development, 
certification program support, office procedures development 
and member outreach. She will also get the opportunity to 
shadow the Executive Director at various state level meetings, 
partnership meetings, conventions, and workshops. 

 Emily has already jumped in headfirst and helped ILICA 
begin tackling some of these important activities that too often 
get pushed aside until “time allows.” Next time you call or stop 
by the office, or if you attend convention, be sure to extend a 
warm welcome and thank you to Emily Schoonover for her 
involvement and advancement of our Association! 



 

 

 

N E W M E M B E R S 
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Active Contractors 

2 0 1 7  B O A R D  M E M B E R  M T G .  A T T E N D A N C E  

B OA R D  &  M E M B E R  
M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

 

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA 
business meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 

Jan. 13, 2018 - Board/Members’ Meeting (Winter Conv.):   

         Embassy Suites, East Peoria 
 

March 10, 2018 - Regular Meeting of the Board:   

      Jubilee Cafe, Kickapoo 
 

Exact location, committee meeting times & other details will be 
published in the ILICA News and sent to members via mail 
and/or email.  

A = absent              P = present           C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan Mar May July Sep Nov 

Pres: Lee Bunting P P P P P P 

VP: Grant Curtis A P A P A P 

1st VP:  Steve Anderson P A P P P P 

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P A A P A 

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P P P A A A 

Area 3 - Wes Litwiller P P A P P P  

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P A A P A P  

Area 4 - David Kennedy P P P A A A 

Area 4 - John McCoy P A A A A P  

Area 5 - Earl Mast P P P P P P 

Area 6 - Jon Seevers P A P P P A 

Area 6 - Scott Day P P A A A P 

Area 7 - Vacant         

Area 8 - Norm Kocher A A A A A A  

Area 8 - Tom Beyers P P P P P P 

Associate Dir: Brad Baker A P A P P P 

Josh Enlow 
7109 N. Princeton Rd. 
Claremont, IL 62421 
Ph: 618-554-2601 
Email: enlowinc@outlook.com 

 

Associate Members 

Ameren Illinois 
Gina Meehan-Taylor 
660 S. 5th Ave. 
Canton, IL 61520 
Ph: 309-649-2303 
Email: rmeehan-taylor@ameren.com 
Website: amerenillinois.com 
 

Trench Plate Rental Co. 
Kevin Vollmer 
1906 E. Cass St. 
Joliet, IL 60432 
Ph: 815-893-6700 
Email: kvollmer@tprco.com 
Website: tprco.com 



 

 

nomic growth, minimizing regulatory uncertainty, and showing 
due regard for the roles of Congress and the States under the 
Constitution. 

The agencies’ proposal is separate from the two-step process 
the agencies propose to take to reconsider the 2015 rule. The 
comment period for the Step 1 rule closed in September and 
the agencies are currently working to review the comments 
received from the public. The agencies are also in the process 
of holding listening sessions with stakeholders as we work to 
develop a proposed Step 2 rule that would revise the definition 
of “waters of the United States.” 

The agencies will be collecting public comment on this pro-
posal for 21 days after publication in the Federal Register and 
plan to move quickly to take final action in early 2018. 

Additional information on this proposal and how to com-
ment: www.epa.gov/wotus-rule 
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WASHINGTON (November 16, 2017) – The U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Department of the 
Army (the agencies) are proposing to amend the effective date 
of the 2015 rule defining “waters of the United States.”  The 
agencies are proposing that the 2015 rule would not go into 
effect until two years after today’s action is finalized and pub-
lished in the Federal Register. This amendment would give the 
agencies the time needed to reconsider the definition of 
“waters of the United States.” 

“Today’s proposal shows our commitment to our state and 
tribal partners and to providing regulatory certainty to our na-
tion’s farmers, ranchers and businesses,” said EPA Administra-
tor Scott Pruitt. “This step will allow us to minimize confusion 
as we continue to receive input from across the country on 
how we should revise the definition of the ‘waters of the Unit-
ed States.’”  

The 2015 rule, which redefined the scope of where the Clean 
Water Act applies, had an effective date of August 28, 
2015. Implementation of the 2015 rule is currently on hold as a 
result of the Sixth Circuit’s nationwide stay of the rule, but that 
stay may be affected by a pending Supreme Court case. The 
2015 rule is also stayed in 13 states due to a North Dakota 
district court ruling. EPA and the Army are taking this action 
to provide certainty and consistency to the regulated commu-
nity. 

"The Army, together with the Army Corps of Engineers, pro-
pose this rule with EPA to help continue to provide clarity and 
predictability to the regulated public during the rule making 
process. We are committed to implementing the Clean Water 
Act Section 404 regulatory program as transparently as possi-
ble for the regulated public," said Mr. Ryan Fisher, Acting As-
sistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works). 

This action follows the February 28, 2017, Presidential Execu-
tive Order on "Restoring the Rule of Law, Federalism, and 
Economic Growth by Reviewing the 'Waters of the United 
States' Rule." The February Order states that it is in the nation-
al interest to ensure that the Nation's navigable waters are kept 
free from pollution, while at the same time promoting eco-

EPA A N D  T H E  A R M Y P P O P O S E TO A M E N D  T H E   
E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  O F T H E  2015  R U L E D E F I N I N G  

“W A T E R S  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S TA T E S ”  

Source:  https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-army-propose-amend-effective-date-2015-rule
-defining-waters-united-states 
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“You’re the Apple of My Eye” 
Valentine’s Day Gift Idea for 
Kids 
This is a cute idea where you buy pre-
sliced apple bags and just add a tag to 
it! 
 
Twinkie Bumble Bee Valentine 
This is a fun valentine idea, all you need is 
twinkies and paper! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

You Rock My Socks Off,  
Valentine! 
Here’s a cute idea where you get a pair of 
pink fuzzy socks and print the free label 
“You rock my socks off, valentine!” 
 
Non-Candy Valentine’s Day Treat 
for Kids (Cuties Clementines) 
Here’s a healthy Valentines gift! All 
you need is cutie clementines, a 
ziploc bag, and this printable tag 
that says “Happy Valentine’s Day, 
Cutie!” 

 
 
 
Despicable Me  
“You’re One in a Minion”  
Twinkie Valentine’s Day Craft 
What kid doesn’t love Despicable Me 
minions!? Turn twinkies into little min-
ion treats with a tag that says “You’re 
One in a MINION!” 

 

Bubbles Valentine Gift Idea 
All you need for this one is a print-
er and bubble tubes for the kids! 
The free printable label says 
“Blowing kisses your way…happy 
valentines day!” 
 

If you’re looking for candy-free Valentine’s day treats to give 
the kids, these are great ideas we made! Today most class-
rooms won’t allow candy so these are fun alternatives.  

 
Pop-Tart Valentine’s Day  
Gift Idea for Kids 
Buy some yummy poptarts and make 
this easy Valentine’s day gift for kids! It 
includes a free printable tag as well. 

 

 

 

 
DIY Popcorn Valentine’s 
Day Classroom Treat Idea 
for Kids 
This is a cute idea that uses a sin-
gle-serve popcorn bag and you can 
print a Valentine’s tag that says “So 
happy you POPPED into my life!” 
 

 
Cheez-it Crackers  
Valentine’s Day  
Gift Bag Idea for Kids 
Say Cheez, Valentine! is a cute idea to use 
single serve cheez-it bags for kids gifts. 
 

DIY Banana (You’re My Favorite of the Bunch) 
Valentine’s Day Gift Idea 
This is my favorite healthy Valentine’s 
gift for kids! Just grab some small bana-
nas and print off these printable tags! 
 
DIY Valentine’s Day  
Bouncy Ball Gift Bag Idea 

For this one you 
just buy cheap 
Valentine treat 
bags and fill them with little bouncy 
balls. Attach this printable tag “Hope 
you have a BALL this Valentines!” 
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Valentine’s Day Grapes  
Gift Idea for Kids 
Put grapes in a bag and print out the 
free label to staple to it. 
 
 

Cereal Valentine’s Gift 
This cute mini cereal box is a great gift for 
kids, just print the free label “You are CE-
REAL-OUSLY a sweetheart, Valentine!” 

Source:  https://www.craftymorning.com/non-candy-valentines-day-gift-bags-for/ 

 A fixture at the ILICA office 
since 2006, Paul-The-Goodluck-
Bear has opted to accept an early 
retirement package beginning at the 
2018 ILICA Convention, despite his 
young looks and centuries of guaran-
teed longevity ahead of him.  

 Paul has sat on the auction 
table every year at the ILICA Annual 
Convention, (except that one when 
he was left behind) dressed for the 
theme and ready to assist the mem-

bership committee in financing any work they could accom-
plish throughout the year. Most convention attendees are fa-
miliar with the yearly Paul “auction” where membership com-
mittee chairs, Norm Kocher and Wayne Litwiller, would solicit 
donations for Paul and then bid against each other up to the 
total of what they had collected. Membership has been very 
generous over the years, and Paul has helped to secure thou-
sands of dollars for the Association’s membership activities for 
over a decade.  

 At the March Board Meeting, it was the consensus of 
leadership that Paul-The-Goodluck-Bear has served us well 
and completed his mission. With more financial stability and a 
growing membership in recent years, the Board has decided 
(and Paul, of course, accepted) that the 2018 ILICA Conven-
tion will be Paul’s last. He will be auctioned off one final time 
by the membership committee for one lucky member to own 
and cherish him through his indefinite years of retirement. 

 Paul will sit among the auction items again this year with 
that same knowing smile on his face. When you see him, be 
sure to wish him a great retirement and thank him for his years 

P AU L -TH E-G O O D L U C K -B E A R ’S  R E T I R E M E N T 
of service to the Association. He’s a good bear and should 
bring his future owner the same kind of luck he’s brought ILI-
CA over the past decade. And thank you to all our members, 
partners, and friends who have bid on Paul over the years. You 
have helped make the Association the success we are today! 

Plastic Animal Toy Valentines by RamShackle 
Glam 
Buy some cheap dollar store plastic animals and make creative 
valentines! 
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Support OUR Associates 

They Support US! 

REMINDER: FREE CONTRACTOR  

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS AVAILABLE 
Contact the ILICA Office to learn more 309.446.3700 
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SPRINGFIELD, Illinois (December 4, 2017) –  Springfield 
Plastics launched its 4th Annual Drain for the Cure campaign 
in October and is excited to announce it has resulted in a do-
nation of $73,236 for the Simmons Cancer Institute at South-
ern Illinois University in Springfield.  The Drain for the Cure 
campaign started in 2014 in an effort to raise money for cancer 
research. Since its inception in 2014, the campaign has raised 
over $188,000. 2017’s total of $73,236 far surpassed expecta-
tions!  

Unfortunate circumstances in which employees, customers, 
family and friends of Springfield Plastics were affected by can-
cer inspired Springfield Plastics to start the Drain for the Cure 
campaign. Steve Baker, President of Springfield Plastics, stated, 
“We could never have imagined that we would reach the total 
we did this year. It is with utmost gratitude that we thank all 
those who contributed. We are honored to be part of such an 
outstanding community that has come together to support this 
deserving cause.”  

The Simmons Cancer Institute serves cancer patients by ad-
dressing their present and future cancer care needs through 
medical education, biomedical research, patient care and com-
munity service.  

S P R I N G F I E L D  PL A S T I C S ’  4 T H A N N UA L  DR A I N 
F O R T H E C U R E  R E S U LT S  I N  $73 ,236  D O NA T I O N 

TO SI M M O N S C A N C E R  IN S T I T U T E 

Pictured from left to right: Michelle Pieper, Jennifer Baker, 
Dr. Aziz Khan M.D., Steve Baker and Mark Baker 

A formal check presentation of the donation took place on 
December 4th at Simmons Cancer Institute at SIU in Spring-
field. 
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Roger Bragg 
217-259-1996 

 See us for your farm, commercial and 
industrial needs.   

We carry a full line of Shell Rotella and 
Pro Performance products. 

Rick Bennett 
217-246-5162 

Office: 
217-728-7195 
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C H A R A C T E R I Z I N G  T H E  R E S P O N S E  O F   
F O U R T I L E-D R A I N E D  W A T E R S H E D S .   

1  A P P L I C A T I O N O F  T H E SWAT M O D E L .  
 A curious phenomenon was observed at the USGS moni-
toring stations at the outlets of four watersheds in Central Illi-
nois during a rainfall event in April 2017. Although all the sites 
had similar rainfall patterns, peak nitrate+nitrite (nitrate) con-
centration led the peak discharge in Spoon River, lagged the 
peak discharge in Sugar Creek and Lick Creek, and was coinci-
dent with the discharge peak in Indian Creek (Figure 1).   

 Spoon River, Sugar Creek, Lick Creek and Indian Creek 
watershed of  area of 14,045, 48,005, 61,405 and 32850 acres, 
respectively, have similar land uses, and with similar percent-
ages of hydric soils. The percentage of hydric soils is an indica-
tion of the extent of tiling in a watershed.  

 We set out to model the flow and nitrate response of 
these watersheds using the Soil and Water Assessment Tool 
(SWAT) model with  daily weather (Jan 2016 – Oct 2017), soil, 
land use (2007), elevation data,  daily discharge and nitrate-
nitrite concentration, collected from different sources listed in 
Table 1. All these datasets are freely available, and were down-
loaded from the internet.  Modeling the process allows us to 

explain why these tile-drained watersheds 
responded differently to similar rainfall in-
put. It also allows us to predict how a wa-
tershed would respond if we changed man-
agement practices, or added more tile. In 
this article the modeling process will be 
explained, and is a subsequent article we 
will present the modeling results, and pro-
vide explanations for the varying response. 

 SWAT is a basin‐scale model that op-
erates on a daily time step and is designed 
to predict the impact of management on 
water, sediment, and agricultural chemical 
yields in watersheds. It is capable of contin-
uous simulation over long times. Major 
model components include weather, hydrol-
ogy, soil temperature and properties, plant 
growth, nutrients, pesticides, bacteria and 
pathogens, and land management.  

 Whenever a model is used under con-
ditions that are different from the condi-
tions under which it was developed, it be-
comes necessary to adjust some of the pa-
rameters, or variables in the model. This 
process, termed Model Calibration, is usu-

ally performed by adjusting the parameters to 
minimize some measure of deviation between model output 
and observed data. In most models, often more than one set of 
parameters minimizes the difference between observed and 
modeled data. Thus, modeling is something of an art. The 
greater the understanding that a modeler has of the process, 

Source: Rishabh Gupta, Rabin Bhattarai, Richard Cooke 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering Department, 
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign, IL 

 
(a) 

 
(b) 

 
(c) 

 
(d) 

Figure 1. Behavior of nitrate-nitrite peak with respect to peak gage height on same time scale in (a) Lick Creek, 
(b) Sugar Creek, (c) Indian Creek, and (d) Spoon River watershed. Gage height is a proxy for discharge.  

(Continued pg. 15) 
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the more he or she is able to select a reasonable, or realistic, set 
of parameters. In SWAT, we minimize a measure of deviation 
known as the Nash-Sutcliffe Efficiency (NSE). If a model 
matches the observed data exactly, the NSE value is 1. The 
closer the value is to 1, the more closely the model matches 
observed data. Values above 0.7 are considered to be satisfac-
tory.  

 The next step, known as Model Validation, is to com-
pare the model results to observed data from a different period 
than that used for calibration. Once again, the NSE can be 
used to determine how closely the model reflects reality.  

Calibration & Validation for the Spoon River Watershed 
The calibration outputs for discharge and nitrate for Spoon 
River watershed are shown in Figures 3 and 4, respectively. 
The NSE for the calibration period was found to be 0.70 and 
0.57 for discharge and nitrate-nitrite loss from the watershed.  

 Using the calibrated parameters, discharge and nitrate-
nitrite loss from Spoon River was validated for the period 
from January 1st  to May 8th, 2017 (Figures 5 and 6). The NSE 
for validation of the discharge and nitrate-nitrite loss was 
found to be 0.40 and -0.13, respectively.  

 The model was able to capture the hydrology and nitrate 
loss from the Spoon River watershed reasonably well during 
the calibration model.  The validation results for hydrology of 
the watersheds were also satisfactory. However, the model was 
not able to reproduce observed nitrate loss from the watershed 
during the validation period.  Therefore, it would be difficult 
to investigate the reasons for lag/lead patterns shown in Figure 
1. For us, it is back to the drawing board, recalibrating and 
revalidating the model, until we get satisfactory results. We will 
present our final results in a subsequent article.  

Data Source 

Climate Data 

National Center for Environmental Infor-
mation 
(https://gis.ncdc.noaa.gov/maps/ncei/su
mmaries/daily) 

Soil Data 

Web Soil Survey, USDA 
(https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/A
pp/WebSoilSurvey.aspx) 

Land Use 

USDA-NASS Cropland Data Layer Illinois 
2007, Illinois Geospatial Clearinghouse 
(https://clearinghouse.isgs.illinois.edu/dat
a/land-cover/usda-nass-cropland-data-
layer-illinois-2007) 

Digital Elevation 
(DEM) 

3D Elevation Program, USGS 
(https://viewer.nationalmap.gov/basic/) 

Daily Discharge 
National Water Information System, USGS 
(https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/il/) 

Daily Nitrate-Nitrite 
Concentration 

National Water Information System, USGS 
(https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/il/) 

Table 1. List of data used in this study and their sources 

Figure 3.  Plot of observed and simulated discharge along with the rainfall for Spoon 
River for the calibration period 

Figure 6. Plot of observed and simulated nitrate loss along with the rainfall for Spoon 
River Watershed for the validation period 

Figure 4. Plot of observed and simulated nitrate loss along with the rainfall for Spoon 
River Watershed for the calibration period 

Figure 5. Plot of observed and simulated discharge along with the rainfall for Spoon River 
for the validation period 
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F E A T U R E D  N A T I O NA L LICA B E N E F I T:   
MASA ME D I C A L  T R A N S P O RT  SO L U T I O N S 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

2018 ILICA Convention & Members’ Mtg. 
January 11-13, 2018 

Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center 
100 Conference Center Dr., East Peoria, IL 61611 

Board Meeting - Saturday, January 13 @ 9 am 
Members’ Meeting - Saturday, January 13 @ 9:15 am 

 

National 
2018 National LICA Winter Convention  

February 20-24, 2018 
Hyatt Place + Hyatt House  

560 King Street, Charleston, SC 29403  
Room Rate: $159/night (plus taxes & fees)  

Make reservations by January 5th; Call: 800-993-4751  
Group name: Land Improvement Contractors 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . .  

AGCO, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc. . . . . . . .   

BRON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Brown Bear Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E-K Petroleum, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Envision Insurance Group, LLC. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

JCG Midwest Drainage Products. . . . . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois, Inc . . . . . . . . . . .  

Metal Culverts, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Mid America Trenchers, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mike Cooks’ Soil & Water Mgmt. Systems . . . .   

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC . . . . . .  

Precision Intakes, Ltd . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance, Inc./United Fire Group . .  

Prinsco, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Roland Machinery Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Schlatter’s, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Vermeer Midwest, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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“LICA TO M E ” 

   Hello members and readers. This is the first in what 
hopefully will become a regular addition to the newsletters that 
ILICA publishes. Before the last board meeting, the long term 
planning committee met with the purpose of somehow engag-
ing more of the members to take part in the running of the 
association, and one of the thoughts that came up was this 
feature where members will contribute what being a member 
of ILICA has brought to them, beyond the list of monetary 
benefits membership enjoys. At least to me, the best aspects of 
membership are found when you get involved. 

  My name is Steve Anderson. If you have been a member 
for a few years, you might recognize the name as I have served 
as director and all the offices in the state chapter and recently 
finished a term as national president. I am a second generation 
member and have been an active contractor member for close 
to 30 years now. My brother and I now own and operate the 
earthmoving company my Dad started back in 1958, so we will 
have our 60th year in business in 2018.  

  Let us go back more years than I like to think about 
sometimes to my first association with ILICA. As my father 
was a director, I often went with him to the board meetings in 
Springfield where I first got to know of the group. As with 
kids around the age of 10, the adults probably got more famil-
iar with me than I did them. As the years went by and I started 
to run machines when not in school, I looked forward very 
much to the Conservation Expos the association put on at 
various locations around the state. This was a nice chance to 
get to play with new machines which we didn't have, as well as 
learn new tricks of the trade from other members there. One 
stands out for getting a clump of corn stalks to load more effi-
ciently that none other than Robin Hood showed me.  

  Being pretty shy, however, I really never did get to know 
anyone very much, though there are many around my age; oth-

er 2nd generation members now. I didn't inherit my Dad's 
more outgoing personality like my brother. What changed this 
though was becoming an active member in the group. Once I 
started serving on a committee, I had the chance to really get 
to know the others in the group. There is no better way to start 
than being a committee member. You don't have the responsi-
bility of being the chairman, but you can add your voice and 
hear what concerns others as well. The education committee 
was the first one I served on, being one of the more active 
committees it gave me plenty of time to start to enjoy the com-
pany of others in my field. Apparently, my efforts got noticed 
and that began the whole process that led to eventually becom-
ing national LICA president; the first from IL in 42 years 
which is sad given the quality of people within the state. That 
is another story though.  

  What LICA means to me is the people. Those that I con-
sider friends now, those that I have come to know better over 
the years as we gather for a show, board meeting, picnic, golf 
outing, or a legislative trip. I will often stop by to see those 
who are along the way when I travel somewhere just to say 
hello. In this world of too many nuts, it is nice to know some 
really good people. I always travel with a directory just in case 
because if I need some help I can run down the list and find 
someone I know pretty close to anywhere. A case in point I 
like to talk about is when we purchased our 762 scraper several 
years ago from a dealer in Cedar Rapids IA. I went out to look 
at it and on the side was the outline of Barnhardt Customs 
Services. I have known Bruce for years now, so I just got the 
directory out, looked up his number, and called him. He told 
me all about the scraper. I stopped by his shop on the way 
home and picked up all the manuals for it as well. Through 
LICA does this happen. And because I got over being shy and 
got involved, it is where I look forward to the events from the 
meetings to convention just to get a chance to see how my 
friends are doing and to catch up with them. I didn't start with 
any ambition to being state president or even a board member, 
let alone the national involvement. It just happened for the 
most part, and I made myself ready for it to do what I could. It 
certainly is something I have enjoyed, something that has made 
me a better person, something that has made me a better busi-
nessman. For what I get out of my dues is worth a whole lot 
more than the $295 because of what I have invested of myself 
in it.  

“What LICA means to me 
is the people...” 

Author, Steve Anderson, & his brother, Stuart Anderson, 
of Miller Township Construction based in Marseilles, IL 
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Workers exposed to extremely cold conditions are at risk of 
serious health problems, including hypothermia, frostbite, de-
hydration and muscle injuries. Frigid temperatures can also 
cause additional pain for those who suffer from arthritis and 
rheumatism. To prevent injuries and illness as a result of win-
ter weather, it’s important to learn about the causes, symptoms 
and safety considerations to take so you are prepared to handle 
winter’s worst.  
 

Causes of Cold Weather Injuries 
According to the Occupational Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA), there is no exact temperature at which the envi-
ronment becomes hazardous. Instead, factors such as low tem-
peratures, wind speed and wetness contribute to cold-induced 
injuries and illness. 

 Exposed skin freezes within one minute at -20° F when 
the wind speed is five miles per hour (mph), and will 
freeze at 10° F if the wind speed is 20 mph. 

 When skin or clothing is wet, injury or illness can occur in 
temperatures above 10° F, and even above freezing (32° 
F). 

 When the body is unable to warm itself, hypothermia and 
frostbite can set in, resulting in permanent tissue damage 
and even death. 

 

Signs of Injury and Illness 
If you or a co-worker have any of the following symptoms, get 
indoors and alert your supervisor or call for medical attention 
if they do not subside: 
 Uncontrollable shivering 
 Slurred speech 
 Clumsy movements 
 Fatigue 
 Confused behavior 
 White or grayish-yellow area(s) of the skin 
 Skin that feels “waxy” 
 Numbness 

It’s important to note that many people suffering from the 
warning signs of frostbite do not notice because the tissue is 
numb. Therefore, it is wise for employees to check on each 
other periodically. 
 
 

Safety Considerations 
To reduce the risk of cold-induced injuries: 

 Layer clothing to keep warm enough to be safe, but cool 
enough to avoid perspiring excessively. It should also con-
tain the following: 

Discussion Date: _____________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

S A F E T Y  FE A T U R E :  
W O R K I N G  S A F E LY  I N C O L D  WE A T H E R   

To reduce the risk of cold-induced injuries, layer your clothing, wear a hat and seek shelter at the first sign of 
hazardous working conditions. 

Safety Matters Tool Box Talks - From Prins Insurance LICA Portal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Inner layer – a synthetic weave to keep perspiration 
away from the body 

 Middle layer – wool or synthetic fabric to absorb sweat 
and retain body heat. 

 Outer layer – material designed to break the wind and 
allow for ventilation, such as GORE-TEX®. 

 Wear a hat. Almost 40 percent of your body heat escapes 
from your head. If you wear a hard hat, add a winter liner 
that covers your neck. 

 Place heat packets in gloves, vests, boots and hats to add 
heat to the body. 

 Watch out for the effects of cold temperatures on com-
mon body functions, such as: 

 Reduced dexterity and hand usage  

 Cold tool handles reducing your grip force 

 The skin’s reduced ability to feel pain in cold tempera-
tures 

 Reduced muscle power and time to exhaustion 
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 Norm & Coretha Rozendaal                 (800) 932-7611 
2064 Republic Ave West, Monroe IA 50170         (641) 259-2651 
        www.precisionintakes.com                Fax (641) 259-3218 



 

 

      

 


