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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As the strong December wind
blows hard tonight, 1 sit back
thinking over the day where 1
spent a good portion of it channel-
ing my inner Wes Litwiller as 1
zipped back and forth with the
crawler end loader. Zipping being
a relative term with a crawler end
loader. We don't put many houts on the beast in relation to
our other machines, but sometimes the job calls for its particu-
lar virtues. As we all know, you do the job best with the right
tool. While you can drive a nail with an open-end wrench, it is
not the best tool. Everyone knows driving nails works best
with a hammer and your finger to cushion the blow, so you
don't damage the head of the nail.

Let's get back to that idea of the best tool for the job. Some of
the readers will know just what I meant by channeling my in-
ner Wes, as you have been to shows we have done. For those
that don't know, Wes was often there with his Cat crawler end
loader moving some dirt here, some gravel there, doing what
an end loader does best. I want to include LICA as the best

tool for the job of becoming a better contractor, opetator,
business operator, and even, dare I say it, perhaps a better pet-
son. This doesn't happen because you write a check made out
to ILICA. It happens when you take advantage of the benefits,
attend the workshops and convention, serve on the board or a
committee, and get to know the other members.

That time is soon approaching for the convention in Spring-
field in February. I do hope that you make plans to attend and
not to just show up but to get know others and to renew
friendships that have suffered under the draconian touch of
government. There will be education sessions, a trade show,
members’ meeting, and, of course, fun activities including our
first ever Cash Bash where you have the chance to win money
as you also support the association. I do hope you make plans
to attend.

I will leave you with a Merry Christmas and may the coming
yeat be better than the last.

Sincerely,

Steve Anderson

2021 BOARD MEMBER MTG. ATTENDANCE

A = absent P = present C = cancelled meeting

Area / Director Feb | Mar | May | Aug | Sep | Nov

BOARD & MEMBERS’
MEETING SCHEDULE

Pres: Steve Anderson

VP: Eric Layden

1st VP: Jon Seevers

Area 1 - Brian Brooks

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson

Area 2 - John Andermann

Area 3 - Wes Litwiller

Area 3 - Grant Curtis

Area 4 - David Kennedy

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA
business meetings are scheduled as follows:

Feb. 5, 2022 - Board/Members’ Mtg. (Annual Conv.):
Crowne Plaza, Springfield

March 10, 2022 - Regular Meeting of the Board:
TBD

Excact location, meeting times & other details will be published in
the ILICA News and sent to members via mail and/ or email.

Area 4 - Lee Bunting

Area 5 - Cole Brownfield

Area 6 - Scott Day

Area 6 - Bill Dean

Area 7 - John Barttelbort

Area 8 - Tom Beyers
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NEW MEMBERS

Active Contractors

Ada Krupskiy

Bill's Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping, Inc.

PO Box 662
Frankfort, IL. 60423
Ph: 815-469-9323

Email: ada@billslawn.com

Larry Toppert

Toppert Jetting Service, Inc.
660 18th Ave

East Moline, 1L 61244

Ph: 309-755-0600

Email: larry@toppert.com

Website: toppert.com

John Balster

CAB Enterprises, Inc.

102 S Broadway St., PO Box 56
Manito, IL. 61546

Ph: 309-968-9992

Email: cabinc2015@gmail.com

Greg Prose

Greg Prose Drainage, LLC
18495 Neff Road

Girard, IL. 62640

Ph: 217-741-2373

Email: greg@prosedrainage.com

Website: prosedrainage.com

Nathan Applegate

Applegate Excavating & Sewer Service
1148 1450th Ave.

Lincoln, IL 62656

Ph: 217-737-0432

Email: nateapplegate@gmail.com

Steve Michelini
Advanced Sanitation
4301 Plank Rd

Peru, 11. 61354

Ph: 815-228-4433

Email: michelini.steve@yahoo.com

Ronald Helton

American Environmental Waste Company
1389 350th

New Holland, IL. 62671

Ph: 217-737-2612

Email: ddsewer@hotmail.com

Mike Murphy

K&M Septic Service

663 W River Dr

Seneca, 1L 61360

Ph: 815-790-5782

Email: murph@kmseptic.com

Ty Sparrow

Dirt Works Drainage & Excavation, LL.C
28922 E 3300 North Rd

Dwight, IL. 60420

Ph: 815-674-1728

Email: ty@dirtworksdrainage.net

Jacob Jenkins
AquaTerre

30486 E 400 North
Strawn, IL. 61775
Ph: 217-590-6011

Email: wood.sellers@gmail.com
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NEW MEMBERS

Active Contractors Associate Members
Josh Curry Contractor Training Store
5766 US Hwy 150 Doug Ebelherr
Alpha, I, 61413 PO Box 802
Ph: 309-629-2766 Lincoln, IL 62656
Email: josh_jodycurty@hotmail.com Ph: 815-761-3842

Email: ctsceu@gmail.com
Affiliate Members Website: contractortrainingstore.net
David Baer
Wayne Litwiller Excavating

26705 State Rte 9
Tremont, 1. 61568
Ph: 309-657-9129

Email: david.baerfarm@yahoo.com
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ILICA Ladies Page

Valentine’s Day should be a day that you surprise your
friends with a gift. Remember the excitement of
getting Valentine’s cards from your friends
and classmates in clementary school? I
think we should still shate that excitement

with our friends now that we’re just a little

pillow is the perfect Valentine’s gift. "ae

This year, I knew I wanted to make cuddly

sweater pillows for a friend. She was having a

rough year, and I thought that something cuddly would

be just the right gift. I stopped by the thrift store and found
these perfect Valentine’s colored sweaters. They were in excel-
lent condition. I got the pink one for only $1.50 and it’s 100%
wool. Magically it’s 100% soft and

cuddly wool so it’s perfect for a pillow.

I washed the sweaters well, Mow, so

they’re sweet smelling and fresh.

I took the sweaters with me to the craft
store to find a pillow form that would
fit each sweater. There were two of
these green pillows on sale for about
1/3 the cost of an actual pillow form.
So that was an easy decision to make.

I laid the sweater out on my cutting
mat and laid the pillow on top of the
sweater to measure where to cut the
sweater. 1 left about 1 inch extra to
turn under for seams.

os“*
older. Giving a cuddly repurposed sweater ‘Rﬂvp“'p d
Wtw

The pink sweater was a little shorter in
length, so I had to cut the sleeves a little to
be able to have enough of the body of the
sweater to use. I cut the sleeves so that the
seam remained with the sleeve, that way 1
can keep the sleeves for a future project
without them unraveling. The sweater was
wide enough that I’d only be using the cen-
ter portion of the sweater and that angled
area under the arms would end up hidden in
the side seams.

I sewed the seams on my sewing machine. I sewed
two seams close together to make the seams a little
stronger. Those of you who are talented seamstress-

es probably know a better way to do
this, but it worked fine for my purposes.

I used the bottom finished edges of each
sweater to make one of the seams. The
finished edges were quickly sewn shut by
hand. This allowed me to mush the pil-
low (a technical term) and stretch the
sweater while I was sewing so that it
looks nice and smooth when it’s fin-

ished.

The pink pillow looks much better in
person. It received 2 out of 2 teenage
daughter thumbs up. And those were
unsolicited positive comments, so they
mean much more. Both of my daugh-
ters commented on how much they like
the texture and pattern on the pillow.

As 1 was hand-sewing the red pillow
shut, I had a light bulb moment. Bing. 1
added a monogram for my dear friend,
C‘C.’)

I took two strands of white yarn and
twisted them together. I laid the yarn
out in a shape that I liked and then
sewed it down with small stitches.

Now I have to look for more sweaters to
surprise my daughters since they liked
the pillows so much. I have 3 weeks.
Cross your fingers for me.

For additional repurposing craft and organizing ideas,
visit: https:/ [/ organized31.com

Source: Reprinted with permission from Author Susan

Santoro, Organized 31, bttps:/ / organized31.com/
repurposed-sweater-valentines-pillow/
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UPDATE:

THE ILLINOIS NUTRIENT LOSS REDUCTION
FIELD LABORATORY - A UNIQUE SOLUTION
TO A WIDESPREAD PROBLEM

By Dr. Lanra Gentry,
Director of Water Quality Research,
11 Corn Growers Association

In the Fall of 2016, a team of
contractors and tile drainage spe-
cialists from The IL Land Im-
provement Contractors Associa-
tion (ILICA) and other drainage
industry experts from across IL
met at a harvested soybean field
in Macon County, IL, outside the
town of Blue Mound, on the family farm of Pete Pistorius, to
complete a project that had begun over a year before. The pro-
ject had come to be called the IL Corn Growers Field Labora-
tory, but, in reality, this wotld class research infrastructure was
only made possible as a result of this team of land improve-
ment specialists” devotion to the agricultural industry. The ILI-
CA team, along with technical assistance from University of 1L
agricultural engineer, Dr. Richard Cooke, and administrative
assistance from the Illinois Corn Growers Association, worked
steadily through the preceding fall and winter months of 2015
thinking through the siting and drainage requirements needed
to measure the effectiveness of various in-field agricultural
practices for reducing the nitrate-N and phosphorus loads
leaving fields through tile drainage systems. After sifting
through dozens of potential field sites across the state, ILICA
members selected the Macon County site and, in September
2016, the ILICA team brought together tile drainage contrac-
tor members, a fleet of equipment, and truckloads of material
through the contributions of a number of ILICA associate
members. The team spent the next two days installing the sub-
surface pattern-tile drainage system according to the design of
ILICA member, Seevers Farm Drainage, Inc., to represent
real-world tile drainage industry standards while also incorpo-
rating research design elements and monitoring capabilities
that meet the demands of the most rigorous peer-reviewed
scientific journals. The result was 37 independently monitored
lateral tiles placed alternately with non-monitored “buffer lat-
erals,” requiring over 110,000 feet of drainage tile on 40-foot
spacings, and fitted with Agri Drain water level control struc-
tures to access the drainage water for monitoring.

The partnerships and innovative drainage design were not the
only one-of-a-kind components of this field laboratory. Typi-
cally, university research-led studies depend on technician and
student labor to collect and test samples. However, this re-

search site is located over an hout’s drive from the University
of IL or the IL Corn Growers office. It was apparent that year-
round water quality monitoring would requite a different ap-
proach. The field lab team turned to Waterborne Environmen-
tal, Inc. to provide a monitoring solution. After consideration
of vatious approaches, the Watetborne team, led by Senior
Agricultural Engineer, Greg Goodwin, devised a novel instru-
mentation design. The fully automated pass-through design
included electric water pumps, thousands of feet of protected
underground tubing, water level sensors, nitrate sensors, radio
and cellular telemetry communications, a weather station as
well as a tipping bucket rain gauge. In addition to instrumenta-
tion design and installation, Waterborne’s team of engineers,
technicians, and data analysts have performed site maintenance
(which has ranged from typical upkeep and instrument calibra-
tion to “rodent management”) as well as statistical analysis for
treatment assignment and summaries of tile flow rates, nitrate
concentrations, and nutrient loads.

Drone image of fall 2016 drainage design. Image conrtesy of Water-

borne Environmental.

Why a Field Laboratory?

The substantial planning and effort that went into the creation
of this research infrastructure was all in response to the release
of the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy (NLRS) in July
2015. At that time, the IL Corn Growers Association (ICGA)
committed to identifying the most effective and cost-efficient
practices to address nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P) losses

Continued pg. 12
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UPDATE: THE ILLINOIS NUTRIENT LOSS
REDUCTION FIELD LABORATORY (conrt.)

from agricultural fields. There was a general, but largely unspo-
ken, understanding that farmers were losing N through tile
drainage systems, but “how much?” and “when?” were far less
understood. Aside from applying stabilizers to fall-applied N
and not applying manure or fertilizers to frozen and/or snow-
covered ground, there was little else farmers knew to do to
reduce N and P losses in a practical way.

At the time that the NLRS was released in 2015, cover crops
were gaining awareness as a good soil health practice and one
that was effective at reducing soil erosion. Newer research
from Midwest Land-Grant Universities, including the Univer-
sity of 1L, was also finding that overwintering cover crops
could be very effective at reducing N and P losses from agri-
cultural fields, making them a slam dunk solution from a water
quality and soil health perspective. However, cover crops also
added labor, costs, and risk. Farmers said again and again that
there were a lot of issues related to growing cover crops that
simply had not been sufficiently researched in IL.

The other set of in-field management changes farmers could
employ to reduce their N losses to meet the objectives of the
NLRS were to adjust their N fertilizer management. Nitrogen
fertilizer application may seem like a straightforward and well-
understood system but, actually, there are many facets to con-
sider and decisions to make — factors like N application rate,
timing, placement, and type of N fertilizer all contribute to
how much N ends up in a corn plant versus runoff and drain-
age water. These challenges — agriculture’s footprint on water
quality and farmers’ options for addressing it — were the moti-
vation for the partnerships that resulted in the creation of the
Illinois Corn Growers Field Laboratory.

Field Lab Research

In Spring 2018, Pete Pistorius planted corn across half of the
field lab; he would plant soybean across the other half later
that week. Six weeks later, he side-dressed N fertilizer across
the corn according to a most curious application map provided
to him by the field lab’s first research team led by Dr. David
Bullock, an agricultural economist from the University of IL.
Laid out on the computer screen inside Pete’s tractor cab, Dr.
Bullock’s map looked less like your normal variable rate ferti-
lizer application map than your great grandmother’s patchwork
quilt. Pete used his fertilizer sprayer to apply anhydrous ammo-
nia across 8 corn rows, going just 30 feet at a time before the
equipment changed to a different rate; the rates varied by over
100 Ibs N/a creating dozens of “rate stamps” across the field
that would help determine the soil’s capacity to provide N to
the corn plant naturally. The point of the research was to de-
velop a N fertilizer response curve for the field that would

generate a customized N fertilizer application map for future
years that considered the soil’s natural ability to provide N,
thereby reducing excessive N fertilization and minimizing N
losses from the field, increasing N fertilizer use efficiency.

Among the other distinctions of this facility’s research design
structure, it should also be noted that the field has provided
research opportunities to additional research teams. Dr. Bull-
ock’s team opened up the field lab to the research teams led by
Dr. Andrew Margenot, a soil scientist, and Dr. Nico Martin, a
bioinformatics professor. These two researchers bring new
questions about soil health and remote sensing that they layer
on top of Dr. Bullock’s nitrogen fertilizer management treat-
ments. The results have the potential to bring even greater
understanding of the impacts of nitrogen management on corn
fields across the U.S. Dr. Margenot explains his research be-
low:

“We are evaluating how soil health relates to water quality and yield in
the Lllinois corn context. Current soil health indicators were developed for
different cropping-climate conditions, and thus may not necessarily be ap-
plicable to Lllinois conditions. Furthermore, water quality ontcomes of soil
bealth practices are largely unknown, though we know that farmers in the
Midwest conceptnalize a clear positive link of soil health with improved
water quality. And — of conrse — this must be grounded in agronomic
outcomes: yield and farm financial return. We're working with ICGA to
integrate these three goals of lllinois corn production systems.”

Fall 2016 field lab installation demonstrating telemetry and pump con-
trols, as well as the undergronnd tubing system designed to transport
water samples from the control structures to the nutrient sensor. The
equipment allows for a_fully antomated pass-through sampling system, a
frst-of-its-kind in the country for field agricultural research. Image conr-
tesy of Waterborne Environmental.

Field Lab Outcomes

To date, the field laboratory has provided 4 growing seasons of
data on crop yield, soil health-related changes, and tile nitrate
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UPDATE: THE ILLINOIS NUTRIENT LOSS
REDUCTION FIELD LABORATORY (conrt.)

Aerial View

Schematics of how tile drainage water samples are transported from drainage control structures to belowground tubing and directed to the nitrate sensor.
Tmages courtesy of Waterborne Environmental.

losses in response to different nitrogen fertilizer rates for corn.
The Data-Intensive Farm Management project team led by
David Bullock are still analyzing the full data set, but their pre-
liminary analysis suggests that site-specific N management
strategies could increase farm profits. The 2018 growing sea-
son, for instance, was a year when the most profitable N appli-
cation rate was approximately 50 pounds per acre lower than
the grower’s usual N rate. There was also some statistical evi-
dence that a site-specific application strategy would lower total
N application on the field. The Margenot and Waterborne re-
search teams have generated 2 posters and have submitted for
peer-review a manuscript detailing the impacts of nitrogen
application rates on soil health indicators in a corn rotation.
The posters were presented at the American Society of Agron-
omy annual meetings in 2019 (titled, “Evaluating Nitrogen
Effects on Current Soil Health Metrics for Illinois Maize Pro-
duction”) and the American Society of Agricultural and Bio-
logical Engineers in 2020 (titled, “A Novel Approach for Esti-
mating Flow During Submerged Tile Conditions”). We antici-
pate additional research findings and educational outcomes
based on the Bullock team’s research which, in addition to the
field laboratory, included nitrogen rates experiments across the
country and in other key corn-production counttries, within the
next two years.

The future for the field laboratory is promising and exciting.
Beginning this fall, staff from the Illinois Fertilizer and Chemi-
cal Association will be partnering with IL. Corn Growers staff
and Pete Pistorius to measure the effects of cover crops and
nitrogen management on crop yields, tile nitrate losses, and net
farm return. The expectation is that this research will be on-
going for at least 4 growing seasons and will produce practical,
much-needed information for farmers in Illinois and across the
Midwest related to cover crop and nitrogen fertilizer manage-
ment. Stay tuned!

Dr. Gentry has served as Director of Water Quality Research for the IL.
Corn Growers Association and IL. Corn Marketing Board since 2014.
She also maintains an adjunct faculty position in the Dept. of Natural
Resources and Environmental Sciences at the U of IL in Urbana-
Champaign (UIUC).  Dr. Gentry received her Ph.D. in Soil Science
Sfrom N.C. State University in 2005 and worked in academia from
2006-2013 before joining IL. Corn. In 2016, Dr. Gentry helped estab-
lished the 160-acre agricultural research facility called the IL. Corn Grow-
ers Field Laboratory to monitor nutrient losses from tile-drained corn and
soybean fields under varions agronomic management scenarios. Dr. Gentry
also established a farmer service program called Precision Conservation
Management (PCM) in 2015 that assists farmers with adopting conser-
vation practices in a way that minimiges financial and management risks
to the farming operation.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Illinois

2022 ILICA Safety Workshop Series
January 6-7: Lanark, IL
January 13-14: Macomb, IL
January 20-21: Cisco, IL
January 27-28: Odin, IL
Day 1: 10 hr OSHA: 9 am - 5pm
Day2: 10 hr OSHA: 8 am -12 pm

Flagger or CPR: 1 pm - 5 pm

Register via QR code on page 9: www.illica.net/events

2022 ILICA Convention & Annual Mtg.

February 3-5, 2022
Crowne Plaza Springfield
3000 S Dirksen Pkwy, Springfield, IL. 62703
Saturday, Feb. 5: Board Meeting @ 9 am
Members’ Meeting @ 9:15 am
Boatd Orientation Training @ 1:30 pm
Hotel block drops Jan. 7: https://tinyurl.com/sbk3f85h

Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA
Virtual Septic Training (Series)
March 15, 2022

8- 11:30 am
Register: https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159

National

2022 LICA Winter Convention

February 15-19, 2022
Holiday Inn Riverwalk
217 N. St. Mary’s Street; San Antonio, TX 78205
$139/night (plus taxes & fees)
Call: (877) 424-2449; Code: LIC
Reserve by: January 24, 2022
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FEATURED ILICA BENEFIT:
FREE CONVENTION REGISTRATION
FOR NEW CONTRACTOR MEMBERS

Are you a new contractor member that just joined the Associa-

tion in 2021/2022? If so, you are eligible to receive a FREE lllinois LICA

full convention registration. That’s right, all 3 days of meals,

activities, and entertainment included! The Illinois LICA An- 2022 Annual Convention
nual Convention and Members’ Meeting will be held at the

Crowne Plaza Springfield on February 3-5, 2022 (see pages 14- This card entitles a new active contractor
19 for event details). Come for the trade show, education, en- member (or his/her company designee) to
tertainment, and hospitality Thursday through Saturday...or one (1) FREE full participation at the 2022
just come on whichever day works best for your schedule! ILICA Convention: $205 value!

Bring your spouse or partner along and have lunch and dinner

) Return this card with the convention registration form
on us! We look forward to seeing you there.

included in mailing by January 17, 2022.

Additional registrations may apply:
Spouse or child over 12: $110
Employees or partners: $205

(one day pricing also available)
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Tim Rozendaal — Coretha Rozendaal  (800) 932-7611
2064 Republic Ave West, Monroe IA 50170 (641) 259-2651
www.precisionintakes.com Fax (641) 259-3218
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