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LICA S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D  
W I N N E R S FRO M  IL L I N O I S !  

 Each year the National LICA Education Committee 
awards several scholarships. To be eligible you must be related 
to an active LICA Contractor member.  This includes members, 
spouse, child or grandchild.  The application can be found on 
the National LICA website and the basic instructions are:  

1) Write an essay (300 words or less) describing your academic, 
vocational and personal goals and objectives and why you 
should receive this scholarship. 

2) List your major course of study and include high school and/
or college grade transcripts. 

 Once again, Illinois was very well represented among those selected 
for the 2012 scholarship awards.  Three of the eight students receiving these 
awards were from Illinois LICA families and we congratulate them for this outstanding achievement. 

 

 Jessica Baer of Tremont, IL: Granddaughter of Marvin and Rebecca Baer, Baer Tiling. 

 Melanie Behrends of Danforth, IL:  Daughter of  Dennis and Renee Behrends, Haley Brothers Excavating, Inc.  

 Madison Oschwald of Springfield, IL: Step-daughter of John and Karen Fraase, Fraase Excavating, Inc. 

 

 

3) Include three letters of recommendation from your com-
munity, school or other adult non-relative. 

4) Include a wallet size picture (2”x3” or equivalent), with the 
understanding that award recipients will be featured in the 
LICA News. 

5) Application must be completed and mailed to the National 
LICA office with a postmark date no later than March 
15. Incomplete applications and ineligible students are 
automatically disregarded. 
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 
The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 
The thrifty and prudent 

The poor man’s joy and comfort 
The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 
The foundation of banks 

 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  
unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 



 

 

Hello from McLean County, 

     I hope everyone is surviving 
the heat that has gripped the Mid-
west this summer. 

     The golf outing in Mattoon 
was a great success with approxi-

mately 40 golfers, hackers and general gluttons for punish-
ment attending. The weather was not unbearable and I be-
lieve that everyone enjoyed the meal following. Many thanks 
to Birkey’s and Springfield Plastics as outing sponsors and 
PIP Printing and Port Industries as meal sponsors. 

     CAT outdid themselves again, sponsoring the ILICA  
summer picnic with an outstanding demonstration at their 
Edwards facility, serving  an excellent meal to round out the 
evening. 

     On July 24th Springfield Plastics will host an open house 
and field day at their plant in conjunction with a member 
meeting for ILICA. The activities will consist of a plant tour 
and site visit to a saturated buffer strip with dinner following. 

     A drainage workshop will be held August 7 & 8 at Rich-
land College in Decatur to cover survey and design of drain-
age systems. Whether you are new or an experienced contrac-
tor, be sure to attend. 
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     For those of us that did not have enough abuse at the Area 6 
golf outing, we have scheduled the Area 3 outing for September 
13th at Bartonville. Let’s hope that we have to play in full rain 
gear. 

     On a personal note, Lori and I are due to be grandparents the 
middle of next month. Our son-in-law Daniel and daughter Jamie 
are expecting a little girl to be born in Italy August 19th. Please 
contact me if you are interested in making donations for airfare. 

     Seriously, work safe, stay hydrated and pray for rain. 

David Kennedy 
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N E W M E M B E R S 

Associates 
 

Stoller International, Inc. 
Michael Dohman 
3196 N. State Route 23 
Ottawa, IL 61744 
Ph: 815-433-2211 

Active Contractors 
 

Corey Kitchin 
Kitch’s Land Improvement LLC 
640 210th Avenue 
Monmouth, IL 61462 
Ph: 309-734-1235 
 

Larry Butcher 
Butcher Farms 
7855 E. 1300th St. 
Macomb, IL 61455 
Ph: 309-837-3032 

As a member of Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association 
(ILICA), you work hard to conserve Illinois’ soil and water.  

But, who is protecting you? 
For the protection you need, consider the ILICA Insurance Program 
from United Fire Group.® The program is specifically designed for state 
LICA members and provides coverage for your equipment, as well as 
many other advantages.  Contact Tim Neuhauser at Heiser Insurance & 
Financial Services at 1-800-727-9775 or United Fire Group directly at  
1-800-655-7942 for more information. 

18 2nd Avenue SE, P.O. Box 73909, Cedar Rapids, IA 52407 

 

Heiser Insurance & Financial Services 
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 Our ILICA members and guests showed up in huge 
numbers for this event, indicating the appeal that a Caterpillar 
event produces.  Just over 200 RSVP’s were received at the ILI-
CA office and it appeared that nearly all of them attended.  Al-
torfers provided a luxurious bus for attendees from the Cham-
paign area who were chauffeured to Edwards and back in real 
style.   

 After the demo, hors d’oeuvres and drinks were served 
while a very brief member meeting was held in an adjacent 
meeting room and by 6:45 pm, dinner was being served.  The 
meal was outstanding as well, featuring a hog roast with salads 
and sides after which pie and ice cream were served.   The meal 
was delicious, the hospitality was exceptional and with the gift 
shop open during much of the evening, most of our guests left 
with souvenirs ranging from thumb drives to the cutest baby 
and children’s outfits you’ve ever seen!  Our sincere thanks goes 
out to Adam Zimmerman, Corporate Account Services Sr. Ac-
count Manager at Caterpillar, for coordinating this great evening 
for us and to all those at Edwards who helped plan and imple-
ment one of the best ILICA summer picnic’s ever!   

 ILICA’s summer picnic’s 
have been pretty casual affairs in 
the past, which works very well for our membership but this 
year we decided to try something a little different.  Caterpillar 
generously offered to host our group at their Edwards training 
and educational facility during the summer when the building 
is not being used every day for training purposes.  The picnic 
and member meeting scheduling fit right into this invitation 
and so the plans began.   

 The Edwards facility is a state-of-the-art complex with 
offices and demonstration areas to fit any need.  Depending on 
the weather and required utilization, even the largest CAT 
equipment can be demonstrated indoors or out.  The outdoor 
arena has bleacher seating mounted on a turnstile that keeps 
guests in the shade all day.  However, with the extreme heat 
Illinois and much of the Midwest has been experiencing this 
summer, the evenings’ demonstration was moved to an indoor 
arena where our guests sat in air-conditioned comfort while the 
Caterpillar equipment operators braved the heat to put on an 
outstanding show.  It is hard to believe that with everything  
going on, there were only three operators on hand, running, 
and I mean actually running, from one piece of equipment to 
the next; and the demonstration went off without a hitch!   

C A T E R P I L L A R  HO S T E D  ILICA 
S U M M E R  PI C N I C  A BIG HI T!  
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 As many of you already know, Illinois LICA holds an 

annual fundraiser golf outing in Area 3.  This very successful 

and fun outing is now in it’s 4th year, scheduled at Coyote 

Creek on September 13th later this year.  With the membership 

growth experienced throughout Illinois, the ILICA leadership 

decided to hold a second outing in Mattoon to bring the fun 

and fellowship a little closer to home for some of our southern 

members.  Bill Dean took the bull by the horns and began 

planning the 1st Area 6 outing for early summer.   

 Bill Dean has been in the Mattoon area for a long 

time and knows quite a few folks around there.  He secured 

Meadowview Golf Course, which is almost in his back yard, 

and started promoting the event to area friends, contractors 

and businesses.  By the time the registration form was mailed 

out, Bill had quite a bit of local interest in the event, and of 

course, the ILICA membership was behind it 100%.  Bill has 

always participated in the Area 3 outing and it was time to re-

turn the favor. 

 Birkey’s wanted to support the outing in a big way 

and signed up as outing sponsor early on.  Springfield Plastics 

also became an outing sponsor with PIP Printing & Document 

Services signing up as lunch sponsor and Port Industries, Inc. 

picking up the dinner sponsorship.  Since so many of our 

members wanted to support both area outings, a special incen-

tive was offered to anyone who wanted to provide hole spon-

sorship for both, which received a very good response, putting 

us well on our way to a successful day. 

 And although it has been a hot and dry summer in the 

Midwest, luck was with us as a brief shower went through Mat-

toon the night before the June 22nd outing, bringing cooler 

temperatures for our golfers.  Friday morning, the sun came up 

on a beautiful day, complete with a delightful breeze. Mead-

See page 23 for additional photos 

A GR E A T  D A Y  F O R ILICA’ S  1S T  A R E A  6  
A N N UA L  GO L F  O U T I N G 

owview went above and beyond to help make this outing a big 

success, working with the golf committee to get everything set 

up and ready for the noon lunch and 1 pm shotgun start.  As 

our golfers began to arrive, lunch was ready in the beautiful 

clubhouse and announcements were made inside and out to let 

everyone know it was time to load clubs in the carts and get 

ready to hit the course. 

 There are a lot of folks that deserve our thanks for 

making this day an entertaining and successful fundraiser, start-

ing with Bill Dean.  Don’t let his casual pose in the photo to the 

left fool you … it takes a lot of work to pull something like this 

off.  Bill worked for months leading up to the actual date and 

his efforts were instrumental in bringing in over 40 golfers as 

well as the outstanding sponsorship support.  

 Jeff and Debbie Boldig at Meadowview also deserve a 

big round of applause for their help in planning and setting up 

the day’s activities.  They were very accommodating as the date 

approached and were even more helpful once we arrived.  They 

provided us with everything we needed for an outstanding day, 

beyond the normal and customary services other courses pro-

vide. From icing down our water and Gatorade to the delicious 

grilled rib-eye’s we were served for dinner, they took very good 

care of our group.  Thanks to Kelly Spaulding too, the Mead-

owview golf pro, for assisting us with the prize holes as well as 

his help with door prize giveaways as the outing concluded.  

 Harris Metals & Recycling, a Mattoon area business, 

surprised us with registration giveaways of LED lighted pens 

and can cozies for everyone and joined us on the course as well.  

Of course, our very gracious thanks to our outing and meal 

sponsors, to all those who joined us that day, and to everyone 

who sponsored a hole.  The participation of each of you made 

this event a real winner! 
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August 7th: 8 am - 5 pm (breakfast, lunch & breaks included) 

 Survey & Design Basics 

 Field Session - Laser surveying  
 

August 8th: 7:30 am - 3 pm (breakfast, lunch & breaks included) 

 Drainage Coefficients 

 Drainage Design 

 In-Depth Illinois Drainage Guide  Session 

 Drainage Water Management & Bioreactors 

 3 - 5pm - Optional ILICA Certification review & testing  
 

August 8th: 5 - 8 pm (Optional Advanced Design Session) 

 Computer Aided Drainage Design (CADD) software 

AUGUST 7TH & 8TH 
Drainage Survey & Design   ▪   Drainage Water Management (DWM)  
Bioreactors   ▪   Optional Computer Aided Drainage Design (CADD) 

       We’re returning to Decatur’s Richland College for the 
August drainage workshop again this year.  This venue pro-
vides our attendees with easy parking, great technical re-
sources and, with the Farm Progress Show in Iowa this year, a 
newly remodeled hotel very close by with available rooms.  

       The agenda printed here is still tentative, but a more de-
tailed itinerary will be available as the dates approach. Richard 
Cooke of University of Illinois Extension will facilitate the 
survey, design, DWM and bioreactor sessions of the class.  
The first day will cover survey and design basics like differen-
tial, laser guided and profile leveling, contour lines, longi-
tude-latitude, GPS, soil properties & behavior and will also 
include the field session for laser surveying.  

       The second day will begin where day 1 left off on the 
drainage design and will conclude with an afternoon session 
on DWM and bioreactors.  Optional ILICA certification will 
be offered following these topics on Wednesday afternoon. 
Additionally, Richard will present an optional Wednesday 
evening session from 5 - 8 pm on a new computer aided 
drainage design software he is developing.  There is no addi-
tional cost for this session which will be best suited for drain-
age contractors who are already familiar with other computer 
aided design applications. 

       Please bring your grade pole and laser receivers for the 

field portion of the workshop.  Not everyone needs their 
own but there should be one for each small group during the 
field session.  Also note that laptops will be VERY helpful 
for the all days of the workshop, but especially during the in-
depth drainage guide session and the optional evening class. 
If you would like a “loaner” computer during these sessions, 
contact Janet at the ILICA office to make arrangements.  
Please plan to dress accordingly (hat, sunscreen, raingear, 
etc.) for the field session on Tuesday.  All sessions qualify for 
CEU’s in the ILICA certification program. 

       Unfortunately, we have encountered a scheduling con-
flict for the advanced drainage class originally set for August 
9th.  With the already busy ILICA summer schedule, field 
days by other LICA chapters and other industry training ses-
sions, there was no where to go that didn’t create another 
conflict.  This very popular day of GPS and machine control 
software review is going to be rescheduled and offered in 
conjunction with our January convention or our February 
workshop.   

       The registration form and contact information for the 
Sleep Inn is on the preceeding page.  If you have questions 
about this workshop, please call the ILICA office and keep 
checking our website, www.illica.net for more detail as the 
date gets closer. 

2012 DRAINAGE WORKSHOP AGENDA 
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D RO U G H T  C O N D I T I O N S EX PA N D I N G  
A N D  IN T E N S I F Y I N G  A C RO S S  IL L I N O I S   

        Illinois is falling deeper into drought conditions, as agricul-
tural impacts are now becoming much more evident and hydro-
logic conditions continuing to deteriorate. There is very little 
precipitation in the forecast at a time when substantial rains are 
needed to avoid agricultural damages. Although drought condi-
tions are greatest in southern Illinois and parts of central Illi-
nois, the area of concern is also spreading to northern Illinois.  

Precipitation  

       Since the June 21 ISWS Drought Update, widespread rains 
of 0.5 to 1.5 inches fell in a band from the Quad Cities area to 
the Chicago area. Meanwhile, no significant rains fell over the 
rest of the state. The statewide average precipitation total from 
June 21 to July 3 was 0.5 inches, only 28 percent of normal. 
The statewide average temperature during this time was 78.0 
degrees, 3.8 degrees above normal. Extremely hot weather oc-
curred during the second half of this period with highs in the 
90s and low 100s common across the state. At least 56 sites in 
Illinois broke their daily high temperature records on June 28 
and 29.  

       The statewide average precipitation for June was 1.8 inch-
es, which is 2.3 inches below normal and 43 percent of normal. 
It was the eighth driest June on record. June 1988 was the driest 
on record at 1.1 inches.  

       The statewide average precipitation for the first half of 
2012 was 12.6 inches, making it the sixth driest on record. The 
first half of 1988 was slightly worse at 12.0 inches. The driest 
January-June was 1934 with only 10.3 inches.  

       Statewide precipitation deficits since January 1, 2012, 
(Figure 1) have grown to 4 to 6 inches across northern Illinois, 
6 to 10 inches across central Illinois, and 10 to 12 inches or 
more in southern Illinois.  

Agricultural Conditions  

       According to the July 2 Illinois Weather and Crops Report, 
only 26% of the corn crop and 28% of soybeans are rated good 
to excellent, only about half of what was reported two weeks 
ago. The lack of moisture in the top soil continues to be a pri-
mary concern, with 89% of the soils in the State considered to 
have short to very short moisture levels. Conditions in southern 
Illinois are the worst in the State, with nearly all soils consid-
ered to be very short on moisture in both the topsoil and sub-
soil.  

Streamflows  

       Figure 2 displays streamflow conditions throughout Illinois 
for the past 2 weeks, with flows expressed as percentiles com-
paring this year’s June 18-July 2 period to the same period for 
all years of record at selected USGS gaging stations. Most 

streams south of I-80 are experiencing much-below normal 
flow levels (in the lowest 10th percentile for this time of year). 
The exceptions are the Kankakee River region and the western 
fringes of the State that have received greater amounts of rain-
fall over the last month. For the first half of June, most of 
Northern  Illinois streams were experiencing flows in the nor-
mal range, but conditions have deteriorated such that most 
streams in this region are now considered below normal. Alt-

Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) Drought Update  

Figure 1: Precipitation deficits for Illinois from January 1 - July 3, 2012 
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hough flows in many streams were below or much below nor-
mal for June, most of the current flow levels are yet close to 
their normal annual minimum levels. Thus, many environmen-
tal impacts associated with low stream levels have yet to be ex-
perienced this year. However, without substantial amounts of 
rainfall, stream levels will continue to fall in upcoming months.  
 

Community Water Supplies  

       Over the past winter and spring, the levels at Canton Lake 
have been at their lowest since the 1988-89 drought, and over 
the past month the lake has been more than 6 feet below nor-
mal. However, as of June 20, the City of Canton now obtains 
its water from a radial collector well near the Illinois River, and 
is no longer considered vulnerable to drought impacts.  

       Water levels at most community reservoirs in Illinois have 
begun to fall from their full or nearly-full levels in late spring. 
Several community reservoirs are already between 1.0 to 2.5 
feet below full pool. Although the onset of lake drawdown is 
occurring early in the season for most of these reservoirs, and is 
significant in that regard, most community reservoir systems in 
Illinois were designed to provide water through multi-year 
drought episodes typically lasting 18 months or longer. Thus, 
most systems will not experience severe drought impacts for 
many months to come; although in many cases it may be in the 
community’s interest to begin reducing water use in anticipation 
that reservoir levels will continue to fall through this year.  

       The ISWS has identified only two community reservoir 
systems that could potentially be vulnerable to a severe drought 
lasting fewer than 12 months: Decatur and Danville. Of these 
two systems, the ISWS considers Decatur to be the most at risk 
of experiencing shortages during a record or near-record 
drought condition (www.isws.illinois.edu/data/ilcws/
drought.asp), and Decatur will likely be the focus of water sup-
ply concerns over the next few months. Over the past month, 
the Lake Decatur level has fallen over 1 foot. At the current 
rate of decline, the lake will fall to an elevation of 613.0 by mid-
July and, according to the City’s Drought Action Plan, the City 
will then implement voluntary water use restrictions and begin 
tapping its supplemental groundwater supplies. In anticipation 
of the drought, Danville has raised their lake’s pool level by 
installing flash boards on their spillway.  
 

Shallow Groundwater  

       Communities that rely on shallow groundwater systems are 
also typically the first to experience drought impacts. Although 
the ISWS has begun receiving requests from water users look-
ing for new sources of groundwater, we do not yet have specif-
ic reports of communities facing problems at this time or of 
water hauling.  

       The ISWS is in the process of obtaining water level records 
for the end of June from its shallow groundwater well network. 
The well data received so far indicates a continued decline in all 
wells from last month, and several wells continue to record the 
lowest-ever June reading for their periods of record.  

D RO U G H T  C O N D I T I O N S EX PA N D I N G  A N D  
I N T E N S I F Y I N G A C RO S S  IL L I N O I S  ( C O N T . )  

Figure 2: June 18  - July 1 average streamflow percentiles for Illinois. 

June 18 - July 1 Average Streamflow Percentiles 

The percentage values on this map describe Illinois streamflows 
compared to the same period for all years of record at selected 
USGS gaging stations; i.e. A value of 20 indicates that 20% of the 
years on record experienced lower total flow than the current year.  

The streamflow data used to produce this map are provisional and 
may be subject to change.  



 

 

July  -  August  2012  Page 12  



 

 

I l l inois  Land Improvement  Contractors  of  America  Page 13  

 ILICA’s fourth Area 3 golf outing fund 
raiser is set for September 13th as you can see by 
the registration form on the previous page.  We 
would love to have your support this year so 
please consider sponsoring a hole or joining us at 
the course … or both!  Green and Tee signs 
can be provided by you or printed by the ILI-

CA office and those who participated last year already have 
a sign, ready to notify all our golfers of your support.  Of 
course, there will be the normal newsletter and website cov-
erage of this fun and important event with outing and meal 
sponsors receiving additional recognition in the next directo-
ry and at the 2013 Convention and members meeting. 

 We need foursomes to make this event as much fun 
as it has been the last three years.  Contact your favorite 
contractors, co-workers, friends or relatives and invite  
them to be in your group.  You talk them into coming and 
we’ll make sure everyone has a great time.  We’ll have the 
beverage carts on the course again this year, prizes for the 
“shortest putt” and “longest drive” and the infamous 
“betting hole” for those confident golfers in the bunch.  
And the added benefit of registering your own foursome is 
that you’ll be sure to spend the afternoon with exactly who 
you think you’ll have the most fun with! 

 And remember, anyone who wants 
to support ILICA is welcome to join us, 
sponsor a tee or green and add to the overall 

success of this fun event.  
There are several contrac-
tors, associates and even 
non-members who have already signed up.  The registration 
and sponsorship form is also available on our website, 
www.illica.net. Our committee members and board of di-
rectors will encourage all of our contractors to sign up for 
this wonderful day and we know our associate members will 
support this event with the same enthusiasm we always see 
from this outstanding group.   

 There is plenty of time to get involved.  Don’t 
miss out on this outstanding opportunity to 
have fun working for ILICA!  It’s not often we 
can make an offer like that, so take advantage 
of it while you can!  Call Janet at the ILICA 
office if you have any questions or would like 
more information and get signed up today !! 

4 T H A N N UA L  A R E A  3  G O L F OU T I N G 
S P O N S O R S H I P IN F O R M A T I O N 

Sign up for hole sponsor signs!   

Join ILICA for this fun outing disguised 
as a fund raising event! 

Get a foursome together with your    
favorite contractors! 

50 - 50 & Raffle prize drawings  

Golfing & Sponsorship is NOT restricted to 
Area 3 ILICA Members but is available for 

ANYONE who would like to support ILICA’s  
4th annual FUN Day Fund Raiser!   

Contact Janet for more Info! 

 

FOR SALE 
FRESH CUT STAW 

 
 
 
 
 

SQUARE BALES 
 

C L E A N ,  B R I G H T  &  B A L E D  D R Y  
 

QU A N I T Y  DI S C O U N T S  
 

Useful for Landscapers, Yard Seeding 
Projects, Livestock & Pet Bedding or 

Weiner Roast Seating! 
 

C O N T A C T  D U S T I N  V I A  E M A I L  A T  
D U S T I N @ C O U R S O N . B I Z  O R  C A L L  

( 3 0 9 )  3 3 7 - 2 9 3 1  
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Source:  John Peterson, LICA 
Director of Government Relations.  
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makes that entirely feasible.  The USDA is notoriously secretive 
about who receives its money, relying on weak legal reasoning, 
said Steve Ellis of the watchdog group Taxpayers for Common 
Sense. 

The 11 Titles in S 3240 are: 

I     Commodity Programs. 

II    Conservation. 

III   Trade. 

IV   Nutrition. 

V    Credit. 

VI   Rural Development. 

VII  Research, Extension and Related Matters. 

VIII Forestry. 

IX    Energy. 

X     Horticulture. 

XI    Crop Insurance. 

XII   Miscellaneous.  

 The House Agriculture Committee (Rep. Frank Lucas, 
OK, Chairman; Rep. Collin Peterson, MN, Ranking Member) 
will begin consideration of its version of the Farm Bill on 
Wednesday, July 11th.  I expect the House to suggest even more 
cuts than the Senate did.  As many have said before, the 2012 
Farm Bill, if we get one, will be written in Conference.  That 
could prove to be tense.   

 It has been interesting following 
the course of the Senate version of the 
Farm Bill, S 3240.  From about 270 
amendments that were offered initially, 
they allowed 73 to be debated on the 

floor.  They debated 26 on June 19th and had another 47 to 
deal with on June 20th & 21st.  Final passage of the Senate Bill 
occurred Thursday, June 21st, on a 64-35 vote.   In a news con-
ference, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee 
Chairman Stabenow (Sen. Pat Roberts, KS is the Ranking 
member) pointed to the flexibility built into the Conservation 
Title (Title II), when 23 programs are consolidated into 14 and 
placed in 4 major categories to make them less complicated 
and duplicative.  NACD has been supportive of the Senate bill, 
focusing on the Conservation Title.  That is also where I have 
focused as many LICA contractors work with farm programs.   

 One issue that was 
addressed in the Senate, but the 
amendments to deal with it were 
not passed, is the cost of the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) which 
now provides food stamps to 1 

out of every 7 Americans and costs $4 of every $5 in the Farm 
Bill, roughly $80 billion/yr.  Senate Agriculture Committee 
leaders in both parties wanted to trim a modest $250 million 
from the program each year, but were rebuffed.  The House is 
certain to demand greater food stamp cuts.  We now spend as 
much on food stamps as we do to fix our nation’s roads and 
bridges.  Many newspapers suggest the title “Farm Bill” is a 
misnomer as most of the 1000 page bill no longer deals with 
farmers or ranchers.  I have always disliked omnibus bills.  
There were over 2000 pages in Obamacare and now 1000 pag-
es in the Senate version of the Farm Bill.  How many Senators 
do you think actually read this bill and know what is in it?  

 Concerning the SNAP Program, even though we 
spend $80 billion/yr on food stamps, we have no idea where 
or how that money is spent.  The amount spent on food 
stamps has more than doubled in recent years, and the amount 
of food stamps laundered into cash has increased dramatically 
government statistics show.  USDA administers the SNAP 
program in conjunction with the states, and contends that dis-
closing how much each store that is authorized to accept bene-
fits receives in taxpayer funds would amount to revealing trade 
secrets.  As a result, fraud is hard to track and the efficacy of 
the massive program is impossible to evaluate.  USDA also has 
no idea what type of food the benefits are buying, even though 
the combination of universal bar codes and benefits cards 

L E G I S L A T I V E UP DA T E :  SO M E  RE F L E C T I O N S  
O N  TH E FE D E R A L  “FA R M  B I L L ” 

FO R SA L E 

 CO N T R A C TO R 
     CL A S S I F I E D S 

   1993 TrailKing TK80 Lowboy  

   1985 Fruehauf  45’ Flatbed  
 

Call Brent Breedlove for details at  

309-968-9992 or 309-696-9992 (cell) 

Email: bb.landimprovement2011@gmail.com 
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2012 Committees 
Associate 
Corey Getz - ADS / Hancor, Chair 
Mark Baker - Springfield Plastics 
Mike Bierbaum - CPI Supply 
Dave Mosier - ADS / Hancor 
Chad Nicholson - Fratco, Inc. 
John Pogge - Prinsco, Inc. 
 

Auditing 
Bill Dean, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Ron Masching 
 

Awards 
Bill & Bev Dean, Chair 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Bill & Janet Doubet 
 

Budget 
David Haag, Chair 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Dave Hurst 
 

By-Laws 
Stuart Anderson, Chair 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Joe Streitmatter 
 

Certification 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
Prof. Kent Mitchell, retired U of I 
Stan Seevers 
 

Certification Board 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Forrest Davis 
Dave Kennedy 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
 

Convention 
Kristin Kutemeier, Chair 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Bill & Bev Dean 
Greg & Jennifer Furkin 
Corey & Whitney Getz 
David & Lori Kennedy 
Mike & Holly Yordy 
 

Devotions 
Jean Davis, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Norm & Coretha Rozendaal 
 

Education 
Brent Breedlove, Chair 
  

Education (cont.) 
Tom Beyers 
Richard Cooke: Univ. of Illinois 
Corey Getz 
Kristin Kutemeier 
Eric Layden 
Mike Yordy 
 

Executive Committee  
David Kennedy, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Tom Beyers 
Janet Burtle-Doubet 
Bill Dean 
David Haag 
 

Golf Outing 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
Jerry Biuso 
Brian Brooks 
Bill Dean 
Norm Kocher 
 

Headquarters 
Dan Day, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Mark Baker 
David Haag 
Ron Masching 
 

Industrial & Business Relations 
Bill Doubet, Chair 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Wayne Litwiller 
Mike Yordy 
 

Insurance 
Dan Day, Chair 
Charlie Adams 
Lori Kennedy 
John McCoy 
Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Ladies 
Lori Kennedy, Chair 
Judy Beyers 
Bev Dean 
Cathy Masching 
Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Legislative 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Lee Bunting 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Carol Kiley 
Norm Kocher 
Joe Streitmatter 
Mike Yordy 

Long Term Planning 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Stuart Anderson 
Dan Day 
Bill Doubet 
Ron Masching 
 

Membership 
Wayne Litwiller, Co-Chair 
Norm Kocher, Co-Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Mark Baker 
Tom Beyers 
Brent Breedlove 
Brian Brooks 
Forrest Davis 
Dan Day 
Scott Day 
Bill Dean 
Bill Doubet 
Eugene Glueck 
Ron Masching 
Larry Rhodenbaugh 
 

Nomination 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Brian Brooks 
Dan Day 
Joe Streitmatter 
 

On-Site Waste 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
John McCoy 
Larry Rhodenbaugh 
Jason Winings 
 

Picnic 
Steve Anderson 
 

Publicity 
Bill Doubet, Chair 
Mark Baker 
Wayne Litwiller 
 

Safety 
Doug Nicholson, Chair 
Brent Breedlove 
Dave Hurst 
Dave Kennedy 
Carol Kiley 
John McCoy 
Jason Winings 
 

Show & Other Income 
Dave Kennedy, Chair 
Brent Breedlove 
Brian Brooks 
Joe Krupps 
Wayne Litwiller 
John McCoy 
Joe Streitmatter 
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Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, Inc. 
 

118 E. Knoxville  ·  PO Box 474  ·  Brimfield, IL 61517 
(309) 446-3700   ·    Fax: (309) 446-3744   ·   Email: janet@illica.net 

 

____________________________________________ herby makes application for _________________Membership in 
the ILLINOIS LAND IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION, INC., (ILICA) and enclose 
$_____________  as my annual membership dues for the year ________________.  One dollar ($1.00), which is included in 
the $295 dues, is for a one (1) year subscription to the “ILICA News”, a bi-monthly newsletter. 
 

Send completed application with payment (make check payable to ILICA) to the corporate address above or give to any ILI-
CA member to forward. 
 

Name: _________________________________________________  DOB:(required for active members only)______________________ 

Firm Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse: _____________________________________________  County: _____________________________________   

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________________________ State: __________  Zip: ______________  

Email : ___________________________________________________    Sponsor: _____________________________ 

Phone: ________________________  Cell Phone: _________________________  Fax: __________________________ 
 

Check All Services Provided 

 CUI - Cable/Utility Inst. 

 DB - Directional Boring      

 DI - Drainage/Irrigation    

  DWM - Drainage Water Mgmt    

  EC - Erosion Control     

 EMC - Earthmoving/Land Clearing   

 EXG - Excavating/Grading      

 GR - Gravel/ Rock Production    

  LL - Land Leveling      

  LS - Landscaping    

 ODW - Open Ditch Leveling  

 OSW—On Site Waste Treatment 

  PD - Ponds / Dams   

  RBD - Road Boring/Drainage 

  R - Reclaimation  

  SA - Dealer/Service Co./Government Agency/
 Consultant/Insurance Agency 

  SP - Site Prep 

  SWU - Sewer/Water/Underground Utilities     

  TH - Trucking / Hauling  

  TW - Terraces / Waterways  

  WM - Water Management 
 

Other: __________________________________    

Active Contractor Membership - $295  
(One hundred seventy dollars ($170) for Illinois Membership plus One hundred twenty five dollars ($125) for National Membership) 
(Active members are individuals engaged in the business of entering into contracts for performing work that will result in soil, land, 
natural resource conservation or rehabilitation, water conservation, control and prevention of soil erosion, depletion and misuse of 
natural resources and soil and water pollution and contamination.) 
 

Associate Membership - $295 (Associate members are those businesses that manufacture or sell equipment, materials or ser-
vices used by active members) 
 

Affiliate Membership - $85  (Affiliate members are individuals employed by an active member in the business that makes the 
active member eligible for membership) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Petrocon Program - Save mon-
ey on tires, oil, lube and fuel.  
Additional tires recently added! 

CLC Corporate Lodging - Get 
an $89 hotel room for as low as 
$54!  Many fine hotel chains to 

National Equipment Registry - Deter equipment 
theft and increase recovery chances.  Insurance 
incentives from many carriers.  

Benefits include indemnity 
first dollar coverage for: 

Beyond Perks: 
Shop online and 
receive up to 
30% back on 
purchases at over 
1000 retailers.   
Print coupons for 
use in local 
stores! 

LICA Limited Medical: 

 

Insurance Program from United Fire Group.® Our pro-
gram is specifically designed for state LICA members 
and provides coverage for your equipment, as well as 
many other advantages. 

United Fire Group / LICA Insurance Program 
 As a member of your state’s Land Improvement 
Contractors Association (LICA) you work hard to con-
serve our soil and water. Every day you use your equip-
ment to help protect and construct the cities, farms, 
ranches and rural areas where we live and work. But, 
who is protecting you? 
For the protection you need, consider the state LICA 

If not, call the ILICA Office today to 
find out more! 

D O  Y O U  K N OW  A B O U T  TH E S E  LICA B E N E F I T S?  

Dr. Visits - Minor Surgery 
- Diagnostics - Daily 
Hospital and much more! 



 

 

September Board Meeting Location  
ILICA Office Bldg., Brimfield Illinois 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

 

Springfield Plastics, Inc.  
Open House  -  Site Visit  -  Plant Tour 

Dinner at Edgewood Golf Course, Auburn, IL  
July 24, 2012  -  Open House - 2 - 5 pm: Dinner - 6:15 pm 

 

4th Area 3 Annual Golf Outing 
Coyote Creek Golf Course - Bartonville, IL  

Thursday, September 13, 2012 
Lunch - Noon - 12:55 pm  ~  1 pm Shotgun Start 

Catered Dinner on-site - 6:30 pm 
 

National 

 

Winter Meeting & Conference 
Marriott Riverfront  

100 General McIntosh Boulevard 

Savannah, Georgia 
February 5 - 10, 2013 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Courson - Straw For Sale .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Great Lakes Inter-Drain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Heiser Ins./United Fire Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Midwest Auger Aerator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Precision Intakes Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance Inc./United Fire Group . . .  

Prinsco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

RWF Bron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

From West: Take the Route 78 exit from I-74 to Kewanee 
and Canton and turn North from the exit ramp.  Turn right or 
east onto Route 150 at Akron Services grain storage facility.  
Follow Route 150 into Brimfield and the ILICA office is on 
your right, next door to Good Time Challey’s and directly 
across from the bank time and temperature marquee.   

From East: Take the Brimfield exit from I-74 and turn North 
from the exit ramp.  Turn left or West onto Route 150 at the 
stop sign. Follow Route 150 into Brimfield and the ILICA office 
on is your left, next door to the bar and restaurant, Good Time 
Challey’s (look for the Budweiser sign) and directly across from the 
bank time and temperature marquee 

 

The ILICA office is located in Brimfield, just off I-74 about half way between Peoria and Galesburg.  
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Only run the engine outdoors with plenty of ventilation. Exhaust 
gases contain carbon monoxide, an odorless gas which binds to 
hemoglobin in the blood, preventing oxygen from being trans-
ferred to the body. Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning 
include dizziness, nausea and sleepiness. 

Always shut down the engine prior to making or removing con-
nections. 

Never attempt to move a running generator. 

Always shut down the engine and allow it to cool 
before refueling. 

Never overfill the tank. Only fill within ½ inch 
from the top of the tank to allow for expansion. 

Make sure that hot exhaust gases are never directed 
toward anything flammable or explosive. Keep the 
generator at least 3 feet from any buildings or structures. 

Consider using a spark arrestor over the exhaust if operating in an 
area of dry grasses, brush or forest. 

Be sure you know how to stop the engine quickly in the event of 
an emergency. 

Familiarize yourself with the sound output ratings of your genera-
tor and wear hearing protection, if required. 

Keep a fire extinguisher near the generator while it is in operation. 

Never attempt to connect power to a building unless a licensed 
electrician has installed an approved transfer switch. 

Test and reset the Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter monthly. 

Remove all electrical connections and the negative lead to the 
battery before attempting any type of service to the generator. 

Always make sure the system is properly grounded before operat-
ing. Never connect the generator output neutral 
to the ground or frame. 

Know which parts of the generator become hot 
when running. These areas are not only burn haz-
ards, but the involuntary jerk from touching a hot 
object could cause your hand to contact a high voltage area result-
ing in shock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Date: _________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

S A F E T Y  FE A T U R E :  PO RTA B L E  GE N E R A T O R S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Safety.Cat.Com 

 Whether keeping the lights on at a jobsite or powering tools in remote 
locations, the portable generator has found its way into most industrial applica-
tions. Like any tool, it is important to know the hazards and limitations to pre-
vent mishaps. Review some of the suggested safety tips below and see how safe 
your practices are around generators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions to Generate Discussion 

√      Does your generator produce enough sound to require hearing    
 protection? 

√       Why is it hazardous to refuel a generator while it is operating? 
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D O E S A N YO N E  K N OW  WH A T  ER A  TH I S  TI L I N G 
M A C H I N E  W O U L D  HAV E  B E E N  IN  U S E ?  

This picture was sent to the ILICA office by Jay Mulholland, American Agricultural Drainage.  I had hoped he 
would be able to provide more information about what period in our nation’s history this kind of unit would 
have been in use, but he said the guy he’d gotten in from really didn’t know much about it at all.  According to 
an Ohio Park Service website I found online, “In the late 1830s and 1840s, Cyrus McCormick and Obed Hus-
sey introduced improved reapers and mowers. In 1837, John Deere invented the first steel plow. It required 
only one man and a team of horses to operate. Prior to this, farmers used wooden mold-board plows that re-
quired three teams of oxen and two men to pull.” Since it isn’t evident from the photo whether teams of oxen 
or draft horses were being used to pull this, it could be an even earlier vintage. At any rate, it is a very interest-
ing looking apparatus and if anyone has some insight on the time period, please let me know. I’ll follow up in 
the next newsletter with any additional information I get.   

Can you imagine putting in systems today with this kind of equipment?  We’ve come a long way gentlemen!  



 

 

Source:  John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations.  
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what the agriculture share of the federal budget represents, 
about 2%.  LICA hopes other aspects of society bear their fair 
share of the federal budget cuts, as agriculture and conservation 
have demonstrated they will do.”  

 “Investing in conservation simply makes sense,” 
Welch continued.  “Not only do Farm Bill conservation pro-
grams play a key role in supporting clean water, air, and healthy, 
productive soils, they also help producers avoid unnecessary 
regulation, and support our nation’s long-term economic and 
food security.  As we face increased pressure to produce food, 
feed, fuel, and fiber for a growing population, we simply cannot 
afford not to invest in natural resource conservation.”  The 
federal Farm Bills have always had strong bipartisan support. 

 LICA’s members in every state appreciate their oppor-
tunity to provide input throughout the legislative process.  Spe-
cifically they are pleased to see bill language that: 1) protects 
critical conservation program funding, and 2) supports program 
consolidation for increased efficiency and ease of use for pro-
ducers.  LICA has always supported locally-led, voluntary in-
centives-based approaches to conservation delivery through our 
nations Soil & Water Conservation Districts. 

LICA F A R M  B I L L  N E W S  RE L E A S E  

 The Land Improvement Contractors of America 
(LICA) applaud the Congressional House and Senate Agricul-
ture Committees for their commitment to conservation. 

 The Land Improvement Contractors of America 
(LICA) applaud leaders of both the federal Senate and House 
Agriculture Committees for recognizing the significant value of 
conservation in supporting America’s long-term environmental 
and economic stability.  In language released in both their ver-
sions of the 2012 Farm Bill, the leadership in both political par-
ties demonstrated strong bipartisan support for locally-led soil 
and water conservation efforts. 

 “We fully recognize the need to get our nation’s finan-
cial house in order, and we understand that means cuts in fed-
eral programs,” said LICA President Merlin Welch of the Cali-
fornia LICA Chapter.  “We are very pleased that the federal 
committee leadership has developed a balanced plan that recog-
nizes the critical value of local leadership at the landscape scale.  
The two Farm Bills propose about a 10% cut over 10 years, 
approximately $6 billion, to Farm Bill Title II Conservation 
Programs (the Farm Bill has 11 titles).  That is more than the ill
-fated super-committee proposed in 2011, and even more than 
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Lunch Sponsor 

Dinner Sponsor 
Port Industries, Inc. 

 



 

 

  

 


