
 

 

Land Improvement Contractors Of America  ·   Illinois Chapter 

Illinois LICA 

P.O. Box 474 

Brimfield, IL 61517 

 ILICA           NEWS 

David Haag 
Past President 

 

Tom Beyers 
President 

 

Lee Bunting 
Vice President 

 

Grant Curtis 
First Vice President 

 

Ryan Arch 
Executive Secretary 

 

Bill Dean 
Treasurer 

 

Area Directors 
 

Area 1 

Brian Brooks 
 

Area 2 

Steve Anderson 

Stuart Anderson 
 

Area 3 

Joe Streitmatter 

Mike Yordy 
 

Area 4 

David Kennedy 

John McCoy 
 

Area 6 

Jon Seevers 
 

Area 8 

Norm Kocher 
 

Brad Baker 
Associate Director 

 

Ryan Arch 
Executive Director 

 
   

Also Featured Inside: 
 

By-Laws Changes To Be Voted On At Summer Picnic (page 6) 

Extension Connection: LiDAR and the Design of Drainage Systems (page 12-14)  

ILICA Summer Building Projects (page 14)  

May - June 2016 

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

May Board Meeting 
Richland College NSEC Building 

May 14, 2016 - 2 PM 
 

Area 6 Golf Outing  
Meadowview G.C. - Mattoon, IL   

June 24, 2016 - 1 pm Shotgun start 

 

(page 17)  

BIRKEY’S BACKHOE RODEO, SUMMER 
PICNIC, MEMBER MEETING 

(page 9)  
5TH ANNUAL AREA 6 GOLF OUTING 

LET ’S  HOPE  FOR  THIS   … NOT  THIS !  



 

 

Page 2  May -  June 2016 

 



 

 

Editor / Advertising Manager 
Janet Burtle-Doubet 

 

Past President 
David Haag, Kempton 

 

President  
Tom Beyers, Odin 

 

Vice President 
Lee Bunting, Dwight 

 

1st Vice President 
Grant Curtis, Sciota 

 

Executive Secretary 
Ryan Arch, Galva 

 

Treasurer 
Bill Dean, Mattoon 

 

Educational Advisor 
Professor Richard Cooke 

University of Illinois 
 

The ILICA News is the official publication 
of Illinois Land Improvement Contractors 
Association, Inc. at 118 E. Knoxville St., 
Brimfield, IL 61517.  (309) 446-3700. 
 

Subscription price is $50.00 per year, issued 
bi-monthly: Jan.-Feb.; Mar.-Apr.; May-June; 
July-Aug.  Sept.-Oct.; Nov.-Dec., and also 
includes one annual directory. 

By-Laws Changes To Be Voted On At Summer Picnic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

5th Annual Area 6 Golf Outing Registration & Sponsor Form  . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

ILICA Summer Building Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

LICA FY17 Conservation Coalition Letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

2016 ILICA Annual Picnic & Member Meeting Registration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

OSHA And The Competent Person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21-22  

2016 National LICA Summer Meeting Highlights . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

F E A T U R E S  

C O L U M N S  

Presidents Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

New Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

2016 Board Member Schedule & Attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

ILICA Ladies Page: 10 Things You Should Do in Your Kitchen Tonight  . . . 8 

The Extension Connection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-14 

Featured Benefit: ILICA Construction Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18  

Contractor Classifieds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18  

Advertisers Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Board Meeting Notice . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 

Calendar of Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19 

Safety Feature: Reduce The Risk of Diesel Exhaust Exposure . . . . . . . . . 20-21    

Page 3 I l l inois  Land Improvement Contractors  of  America  

 



 

 

       Spring is here and another planting 

season is underway. Weather has been cool 

until recently and kept some of the corn 

planters from running, giving some of us a 

chance to perform some needed field con-

servation work.  

       There has been considerable field tile 

installed during the past few years and many of those installa-

tions are visible to the traveling public. Some of this work is re-

placement of old tile systems that have served their useful life, 

some is drainage improvement stimulated by the higher com-

modity prices of recent years. Research has repeatedly indicated 

that controlling the water level increases chances of increased 

yields. Many of these installations are performed by individuals 

who are not ILICA members. We naturally wonder how many 

of these installations are according to the Illinois Drainage 

Guide. I have read some farm publication articles about innova-

tive tile installations that have me wondering.  

       We at ILICA certainly are doing everything in our power to 

offer training and education for our members and non-members 

to follow recommended practices concerning drainage. Annually 

we host an August Drainage Workshop to offer training tailored 

to assist the novice and the certified professional to learn about 

Drainage Law, Drainage Management, Edge of Field BMPs, 

Conservation Drainage and more. We are collaborating with all 

the Ag organizations and Academia to address the recent con-

cerns about nutrient effluents entering the public water supplies. 

We are hoping to stimulate voluntary improvements to the quali-

ty of runoff water entering public water supplies and avoid over-

bearing regulation.  

       On the National Level, Jerry Buiso is working on a new 

program for septic tank owners. Possible Septic Tank Insurance, 

whatever Jerry goes after Jerry usually gets, we will see what he 

finds. Summer National convention is being hosted by Missouri 

LICA and will be located in Kansas City July 18-23. Just a short 

drive for us from Illinois, consider joining us for a day or the 
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The LICA Creed 

 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 

The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 

The thrifty and prudent 

The poor man’s joy and comfort 

The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 

The foundation of banks 
 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly 
and unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with 
the land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 

 P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  
complete conference. John Peterson our national lobbyist con-

stantly keeps the Illinois staff informed of recent developments 

in Washington. I for one especially appreciate John’s expertise 

and efforts on behalf of LICA and would like to express IL-

ICA’s appreciation for John’s work.   

       Bill Dean is planning a great Golf Outing June 24th and 

the Summer Picnic June 25th. Come join in some fun and the 

summer annual meeting at which we plan to vote on some by-

laws changes. All of this information is available in this news-

letter and on the ILICA webpage. 

       Ryan Arch has hit the ground running and has engaged his 

new assignment with enthusiasm, noting that the organization 

is far more active than he initially expected.  We have met again 

with Wetlands Initative to view and research the site of the 

2016 constructed wetland.  This project is set for the 2nd week 

of August. We have also met with the Illinois Corn Growers 

again and are in the process of reviewing proposed research 

farms for tile installation, possibly this summer. Watch for the 

scheduling of these projects and consider coming to help. 

These events help raise funds to sustain our organization and 

we at ILICA would really like to take this organization to the 

next level so that we continue to grow and to be considered a 

valued partner in all of the conservation efforts of Illinois. 

Tom Beyers, President 



 

 

 

2016 Board & Member  

Meeting Schedule 

Page 5  I l l inois  Land Improvement Contractors  of  America  

N E W  M E M B E R S  

Active Contractors 

Chris Harner  

Chris Harner Excavating  

1815 Tunnel Hill Rd. 

Tunnel Hill, IL 62972 

Ph: 618-527-5137 

Email: chdirtman72@yahoo.com 

A = absent                      P = present                  C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan Mar May Jun Sep Nov 

Pres: Tom Beyers P P     

VP: Lee Bunting P A     

1st VP: Grant Curtis P P     

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P         

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P P         

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P P         

Area 3 - Mike Yordy P A         

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P P         

Area 4 - David Kennedy P P         

Area 4 - John McCoy P A         

Area 5 - Vacant             

Area 6 - Jon Seevers P P         

Area 7 - Vacant             

Area 8 - Norm Kocher P A         

Associate Dir: Brad Baker P P     

2016 Board Member Meeting Attendance 

Unless changed by the board during the year, the 
ILICA business meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 

May 14, 2016 - Regular Meeting of the Board 
 

June 25, 2016  - Summer Picnic & Member Meeting  

Bill Dean’s shed, Mattoon  
 

September 10, 2016 - Regular Meeting of the Board  
 

November 5, 2016 - Regular Meeting of the Board 
 

January 13, 2017 - Winter Convention and Member 

Meeting, Embassy Suites, East Peoria 
 

Exact location, committee meeting time & other details 
will be published in the ILICA News and sent to members 
via mail and/or email.  

  

Associate Members 

Storm Water Supply LLC - Wes Larson 

12100 210th St. 

Davenport, IA 52806 

Ph:  563-265-8296 

Email: wlarson@stormwatersupply.net 

 

K L 



 

 

    Proposed language: 

Notice of an annual or special meeting shall be delivered either 

in person, by mail, or by electronic media, by or at the direction 

of the secretary...... 

Article II, Section 3, Paragraph 2, second sentence 

   Original 

If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be delivered when 

deposited in the United states mail......... 

   Proposed language: 

Notice of meetings shall be deemed to be delivered when de-

posited in United States Mail or sent by electronic media from 

the ILICA office............ 

Article IV, Section 3 

   Proposed addition: Section 3A 

Regular and special meetings of the board and or committees 

may be conducted in a designated location or via electronic me-

dia or a combination of both. 

Article IV, Section 4 Middle of paragraph 

   Original language: 

Directors and Alternate Director either personally or by mail, by 

or at the direction of the Secretary, or upon a default in duty by 

the Secretary, by the President or members of the board calling 

the meeting. If mailed, such notice shall be deemed to be deliv-

ered when deposited in the United States mail addressed to the 

board member............. 

   Proposed language: 

Directors and Alternate Director either personally, by mail, or 

by electronic media, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or 

upon a default in duty by the Secretary, by the President or 

members of the board calling the meeting. Notice shall be 

deemed to be delivered when deposited in the United States 

mail or sent by electronic media from the ILICA office, ad-

dressed to the board member.........   

Article V , Section 9 D 

   Original language: 

keeping a register of the names and post office addresses of all 

members; 

   Proposed language: 

keeping a register of the names, post office addresses and elec-

tronic contact information of all members; 
 

       Any changes to the by-laws must be voted on at a members 

meeting so these proposed changes will be addressed following 

the summer picnic on June 25, 2016 at Dean Drainage LLC in 

Mattoon Illinois.   

       This article is to be considered “written or printed notice 

setting forth the proposed amendment” as is required in the 

ILICA by-laws.  

Sincerely, Stuart L Anderson - By-laws committee Chair 
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       The by-laws committee met at the March 

12th 2016 board meeting to discuss the use of electronic media 

such as conference calls, skype, or similar type connections in 

lieu of face to face meetings. These would be utilized to help  

when there is a short planning time, in order to establish a 

quorum at board meetings, and possibly to save travel time for 

committee meetings.  

       While all of us on the by-laws committee still think it is 

very important that our directors and committee members meet 

in person whenever possible, we also know that sometimes our 

work loads do not allow for all the time it takes to drive to a 

meeting and drive home when the same thing could be done on 

the phone or via some type of electronic media. In reality, we 

are not really changing the by-laws, we are just adding language 

that brings us more current with the times. 

       The changes are as follows, 

Article II,  Section 3, paragraph 2, first sentence 

   Original language: 

Notice of an annual or special meeting shall be delivered either 

in person or by mail, by or at the direction of the secretary........ 

B Y -L A W S  CH A N G E S  T O  B E       
VOT E D  ON  A T  S U M M E R  P I C N I C  

 Norm & Coretha Rozendaal           (800) 932-7611 

2064 Republic Ave West, Monroe IA 50170          (641) 259-2651 

        www.precisionintakes.com                 Fax (641) 259-3218 
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Weekdays seem to pass in the blink 
of an eye, from time-crunched morn-
ings to energy-zapped evenings, they 
can feel like a whirlwind. But, if you 

take (just a little) time in your kitchen space to try these 
chaos-saving tips, your following 24 hours will run much 
more smoothly. 

1. Prep dinner for tomorrow - and leave in-
structions for the cook. 

Dinner should be a team effort - which Wendy 
Fitch, Vice President of Crossroads, knows all 
too well. Since her husband gets home from 
work before her, she spends her nights prep-
ping for the following day's dinner after the kids go to bed - 
then he tackles the meal when he gets home. "It truly has 
changed my life and his," she says. "And dinner gets on the 
table at a reasonable time." 

2.  Move frozen food to the fridge. 

Don't wait until it's too late to defrost tomor-
row's protein. "When planning to make a 
chicken dish, I take out a piece of frozen 
chicken the night before and place it in the 

fridge. That way when I return from work the next day it's 
completely thawed and ready to go," says Kayla Hockman, 
PR Assistant at Konnect Public Relations. Honestly, it's al-
most too easy. 

3.  Prep a breakfast that "cooks" itself. 

Wouldn't it be amazing if you could 
wake up and have your breakfast 
waiting for you? That's more or less 
what Amanda Feifer, the author of Fer-
ment Your Vegetables, does when she incubates home-
made yogurt before bed: "When I wake up in the morning, 
it's perfect and ready to eat." Another excellent idea? 
Overnight oats (yum).  

4.  Or mix up all the dry ingredients. 

Nope, making a batch of buttermilk 
pancakes in the early hours of the day 
doesn't necessarily make you an 
over-achiever (although, we say bra-

vo!). Jomana Siddiqui, the blogger behind A Happy Blog has 
come up with a streamlined prep plan: "I premix the dry 
ingredients and place them in a ziplock baggie. Then in the 
morning, you just mix the wet ingredients with the con-
tents of your baggie for quick pancakes without reaching 
for a boxed mix." 

This goes way beyond 
setting the timer on 
your coffee pot. Source: http://www.womansday.com/home/organizing-cleaning/ 

5.  Clean and put away dinner dishes. 

Just like you power down your body at the end of the day, 
you should wipe the slate clean in your kitchen, too. "Putting 
all the clean dry dishes away saves a lot of time in the morn-
ing and it's a lot easier to find equipment for steaming warm 
lunches for school, buttering bread, and packing homemade 
snacks," says Zaida Khaze, the founder and CEO of Wiggletot. 

6.  Set the table for breakfast. 

Stop wasting time in the morning, by putting 
out what you already know you need before-
hand: "I lay out cups, plates, and medicine or 
vitamins the night before," says Jennifer 
Raaths from The Stationary Studio. "That 
way, when we get up in the morning, I just fill up cups with 
milk and put waffles and fruit on plates." 

7. Corral your kid's bags  

But don't just put them anywhere: "The night 
before I place backpacks and jackets on the backs 
of each child's stool," says Amy Bates, the blogger 
behind Don't Look Under the Rug. So when her 
kids are done eating breakfast, everything they 

need is already with them. 

8 . Give refrigerated lunch items a dedicated shelf. 

Stop hunting through your fridge for the pudding cup that's 
hidden behind last night's tacos. "I put lunch box supplies to-
gether on a low shelf so it's ready to be packed in the morn-
ing," says Nancy Haworth, a professional organizer at On Task 
Organizing. Problem solved. 

9.  Enlist your kid's help with lunch prep. 

For items that don't have to stay in the 
refrigerator, like chips and some fruit. "All 
of this can, and should, be done the night 
before to make for an easier morning," 

says Linda Smith, the blogger behind burlap+blue. Plus, it 
teaches your kids a valuable lesson about the importance of 
preparing for the day ahead. 

10.  Prep your water so you *want* to stay hydrated. 

Make it easy on yourself by adding some tasty flavors to your 
pitcher: "Purified water with sliced cucum-
ber and mint, blackberries and mint, or 
pink grapefruit and limes makes the most 
refreshing drink that will not only have 
people at the office jealous, but will keep 
you hydrated all day," says Marianne 
Pestana, a radio host in Boston. 

10 Things You Should Do in 
Your Kitchen Tonight to 
Make Tomorrow Better 
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Contact Bill 

Dean or Ryan @ 

ILICA office for 

more detail. 
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ATTENTION  

ILICA Associate Members 
 

With all the potential building projects on ILICA’s horizon, 
it only seems fair to keep our very generous associate 

members in the know.   

The most immediate opportunities will be the Wetland 
Project in Bureau Co. the 2nd week in August and even 

though a specific site has not been selected, the Illinois 
Corn Growers field lab project will most likely be in the 

Champaign/Urbana area. The committee is hoping to get 
things determined in time for late summer as well.  

With multiple opportunities for equipment and/or material 

donations on these projects, the ILICA Leadership wants 
to assure our associate membership that they DO NOT 

expect everyone to donate at every opportunity.   

If you are interested in participating in one or both of 
these building projects or would like more detail about 

the construction itself, please contact Ryan at the ILICA 

office at (309) 446-3700 or via email at Ryan@illica.net.   

THANK OUR  

ASSOCIATES FOR 

THEIR SUPPORT  

BY SUPPORTING 

THEM! 
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       The word “lidar” was originally conceived as a merging of the words 
“light” and “radar,” but it has come to be an acronym for Light Detection 
And Ranging (written as LiDAR). LiDAR uses light (lasers) to image objects, 
much the same way that radar uses radio waves. One of the derivatives of 
a LiDAR image is a digital terrain map. In Illinois, such maps are being used 
to map terrain at a resolution of 2 feet to 6 inches. Shown in Figure 1 is a 
map of counties for which LiDAR images are available. Counties in the 
north and if the south have been mapped. Nineteen counties, mainly in 
west central Illinois have not yet been mapped.  

       Questions often arise about the use of LiDAR data for drainage design.  
In this article, contour maps created from LiDAR and GPS survey of the 
same field are compared. These maps are created in QGIS (http://qgis.org/
en/site/), a public-domain GIS that is free, easy to use, and available for 
Windows, Mac, and Android computers. It also has the ability to convert 
maps between coordinate reference systems on the fly. Thus a map creat-
ed in latitude/longitude coordinates can readily be displayed in state plane 
coordinates.  

       Figure 2 shows a LiDAR and a GPS survey map of a field in Illinois. In 
both these maps, a lighter color represents a higher elevation. On the Li-
Dar map, it is easy to distinguish high and low areas, and thus to make pre-
liminary decisions about flow directions and the location of swales. It’s not 
as easy to do the same on the GPS-based map.    

Figure 2. LiDAR map (left) and GPS survey points of a field (right). 

LiDAR and the Design of Drainage Systems 

Figure 1.   LiDAR availability map for Illinois. 

(https://clearinghouse.isgs. illinois.edu/data/elevat-
ion/illinois-height-modernization-ilhmp-lidar-data) 

Source: University of Illinois Extension 
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       Figure 3 shows 1’ intervals contour maps created from the raw LiDAR data, and from the LiDAR map thinned to a 
25’ x 25’ grid. The contour map from the raw LiDAR consist of hundreds of contour lines that creates the effect of fuzzy 
contours. Each cell in the LiDAR map covers a 2.5’ x 2.5’ area. When this map is thinned out to 25’ x 25’ cells, much 
fewer contour lines are created, without much loss is accuracy.     

       Figure 4 shows contour maps from the GPS survey on top of the LiDAR map. Two contour maps are shown. The 
map on the left was created using the inverse distance weighted interpolation (IDW) technique. One of the artefact of 
this technique is that each measured point is treated as a point of maxima or minima. This method was suitable for 
sparse surveys where measurements were mainly taken at high points, low points and slope breaks, but it is not suita-
ble for GPS-based surveys. More suitable are the contours based on the triangular irregular network technique, shown 
on the right. Other interpolation methods such as kriging or minimum surface curvature are not implemented in QGIS.  

Figure 3. Contour maps created from raw LiDAR data (left) and from LiDAR map thinned to a 25’ x 25’ grid (right). 

Figure 4. Contour maps from GPS survey interpolated to 25’ x 25’ grid using Inverse Distance Weighted (left) and Triangular Irregular Network 
(right) interpolation methods. 

LiDAR and the Design of Drainage Systems 
C o n t .  
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ILICA S U M M E R  B U I L D I N G  P RO J E C T S  

Contour lines from LiDAR-based and GPS-based 25’ x 25’ 
grids are shown in Figure 5. Corresponding contours lines 
are more closely matched at higher elevations. Even at 
lower elevations, however, the match is closer than that 
between corresponding contour lines in the two GPS-
based maps interpolated with different techniques.  

In this example, the LiDAR-based map appears to be good 
enough for drainage design, if only for preliminary designs. 
Thus LiDAR could be a useful tool in the contractor’s tool 
box. The county LiDAR maps are big (the derivative maps 
for Champaign county is 7.1GB, for example), even though 
they come in compressed form. They take hours to down-
load and expand. However, after the maps have been ex-
panded, it’s easy to clip out the map for a particular field. 
We have downloaded maps for 5 counties in central Illi-
nois; Champaign, Coles, Logan, Macon, Piatt, and Vermil-
ion; as part of the Field Lab project that is being undertak-
en with ILICA support. If supplied with the coordinates of 
the 4 corners of a field, we will provide contractors with 1) 

a raw LiDAR map of the field, 2) a 25’ x 25’ LiDAR-based grid, and 3) a 1’ or 6” interval contour map overlaying a 
satellite image of the field. If there is demand, we will provide a similar service for other counties in Illinois.  

Figure 5. Superposition of Lidar-based (blue) and GPS-based (purple) 
contours from a 25’ x 25’ grid.  

 

       The show committee has been meeting with partner groups 
in the initial planning stages for this summers’ proposed field 
projects. Here are few points from those meetings with the IL 
Corn Growers on their Field Labs project and The Wetlands 
Initiative on the confirmed wetland project.  

Illinois Corn Growers (ICG) Research Field Labs 

• Project goal: research and document various practices & 
types of management that impact nutrient loss to docu-
ment the effects of NLRS practices/management and to 
potentially discover additional techniques to reduce nutri-
ent loss. Project to be based on a corn/soy rotation 
(80ac/ea) under “typical”, field-scale conditions statewide 
(~5 sites). 

• ICG most interested in completing tile drainage setup for 
monitoring equipment on one site this fall,  near University 
of Illinois campus. 

• ILICA to evaluate ~12 potential sites based on maps (i.e. 
topography, aerial, soils) to narrow in on a few to site visit 
for project feasibility. 

• Dr. Cooke has preliminary project site locations and is 
checking into LiDAR availability. 

• Once possible sites chosen, ILICA & ICG to schedule a 
meeting with producer to evaluate site to move forward. 

• Next IL Corn/ILICA meeting scheduled for May 6 @ 10a 
in the “Corn Crib” (IL Corn office) 

       Ryan has sent LiDAR 
maps for 6 of the 10 sites 
for the ICGs’ Field Labs 
project to the show commit-
tee for initial review. They  
are slated for a conference 
call on May 4th at 7:30pm 
to narrow the selections to 
2-3 they think would be a 
good fit for the project.  
The committee is scheduled 
to meet with ICG May 6th, 
so the goal is to have a few 
targeted sites to bring ICG to proceed with on-site scheduling.  
 

The Wetlands Initiative (TWI) Wetlands Construction  

       Several members from ILICA, TWI, NRCS, and Bonucci’s, 
the land owners, met on site to discuss the project and review 
the initial designs for the 0.8ac wetland and 3.0ac buffer area.  

     Initial discussions include a 5-day demonstration with one 
day being the main show day containing various conservation 
industry presenters.  Construction is set for the second week of 
August and the Show Committee will address this project on 
their May 4th conference call as well. Another conference call is 
scheduled for  May 10th @ 9am with TWI to discuss the pro-
ject in more detail.  Planning is well ahead of last year, which is 
exciting for everyone involved.  

Wetland site visit with Jill Kostel of TWI, 
ILICA show committee members and soil 
scientist Steve Zwicker from Zwicker Soil 
Consulting, in the hole.  

LiDAR and the Design of Drainage Systems 
C o n t .  
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Roger Bragg 

217-259-1996 

 See us for your farm, commercial 
and industrial needs.   

We carry a full line of Shell Rotella 

and Pro Performance products. 

Rick Bennett 

217-246-5162 

Office: 

217-728-7195 
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LICA FY17 C O N S E RVA T I O N  
C OA L I T I O N  L E T T E R  

Below is a copy of the letter that LICA was signatory to along with 4 pages of other signatures, asking 
the House and Senate not to re-open the 2014 Farm Bill as some would like to do.  This letter was 
provided to state LICA chapters by John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations. 

 

The Honorable Robert Aderholt, Chairman 
House Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
 

The Honorable Jerry Moran, Chairman 
Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee 

The Honorable Sam Farr, Ranking Member 
House Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee 
 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley, Ranking Member 
Senate Agriculture Appropriations 
Subcommittee 

Dear Chairman Aderholt, Chairman Moran, Ranking Member 

Farr, and Ranking Member Merkley: 

The undersigned organizations oppose re-opening the farm 

bill and thus urge you to protect farm bill conservation pro-

gram mandatory funding as you consider agriculture appro-

priations legislation for fiscal year 2017. We further urge you 

to meet USDA’s discretionary funding request for Conserva-

tion Technical Assistance. 

The 2014 Farm Bill consolidated or eliminated nearly a dozen 

conservation programs and reduced mandatory conservation 

spending by $4 billion, $6 billion when sequestration is in-

cluded. The House and Senate Agriculture Committees did 

their parts to reduce federal spending and did so voluntarily. 

The cuts contained in the farm bill, combined with changes in 

mandatory spending in appropriations bills, have already 

caused new enrollments in conservation programs to decline 

by millions of acres. For example, as a result of cuts con-

tained in the FY 2015 CRomnibus, USDA was able to accept 

only one quarter of the eligible producers who applied to the 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 

It is estimated that sequestration alone will cut $265 million 

from mandatory conservation spending in FY 2017. Opening 

up the farm bill to reduce these programs even more should 

be off the table in the FY 2017 appropriations bill. 

We appreciate that USDA does not propose any cuts to Farm 

Bill conservation programs in FY 2017, and we urge you to 

prioritize the conservation and enhancement of our natural 

resource as a vital investment in our future. USDA’s request 

includes full funding for critical conservation programs such 

as CSP, EQIP, Regional Conservation Partnership Program 

(RCPP), and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 

(ACEP), among others. We urge you to protect these pro-

grams that enable farmers, ranchers, and foresters across the 

country to conserve water, maintain their soil, protect farm-

land and wetlands, create and maintain wildlife habitat, and 

produce abundant food and fiber. 

In addition to leaving farm bill conservation funding intact, 

we urge you to meet USDA’s request for $860.4 million in 

discretionary spending for Conservation Operations, including 

$760.7 million for Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA). 

USDA’s ability to deliver conservation programs to farmers 

and ranchers depends heavily on on-the-ground technical as-

sistance. CTA provides landowners with the site-specific solu-

tions needed to implement conservation practices on their 

lands, while providing accountability to ensure maximum re-

turn on the public investment. We must not hamstring our 

investment in conservation by under-funding technical assis-

tance. 

Agricultural conservation programs are the first line of de-

fense in preparing for extreme weather events and avoiding 

the need for environmental regulations. Additional cuts to 

voluntary conservation programs would leave producers high 

and dry when trying to build soil resilience, create and main-

tain habitat for threatened, endangered, or economically im-

portant fish and wildlife, and prepare for and manage drought 

and flooding. Less funding would mean less pollution abate-

ment and more regulation, as well as less productive and prof-

itable farmlands as soil erodes and nutrients are lost. Moreo-

ver, the number of qualified farmers denied access to the pro-

grams would grow even larger. 

As the Subcommittees develop FY 2017 appropriations bills, 

we urge you to keep the farm bill intact, to reject cuts to con-

servation programs, and to adequately fund Conservation 

Technical Assistance. 

 

Sincerely, Land Improvement Contractors of America (along 

with 144 other state and federal organizations) 
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FOR SALE/WANTED 
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F E A T U R E D  B E N E F I T :   
ILICA C O N S T RU C T I O N  P RO J E C T S  

Fits 2500 Hydramaxx 

Complete 10”  

Chain & Cutters 

Trailer 

LOOKING TO BUY: 
 

Vermeer 600D Tiling Machine (or similar)  
 

Contact Miles Warren @ 618-676-1176 

for more information 

 All signs point to more than one construction project again this 
summer and with so many new ILICA members who were not 
around “back in the days” of Conservation Expos, it seemed like a 
good time to feature the benefits of participating in these shows. 

CONTRACTOR BENEFITS  

√ Have the opportunity to operate the newest 

construction equipment available today, 
thanks to our generous associate members. 

 Operate equipment you may be less 
familiar with, under the guidance of 
those who are very familiar.  

√ Learn firsthand about state and federal cost 

share programs as well as the latest Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) designed for 
todays’ conservation work.  

√ Work with some of the best in the business 

and learn methods and time saving shortcuts 
that can make a difference on your next job. 

√ Life-long friendships that are formed while 

working on a project like this. 

ASSOCIATE BENEFITS  

√ Put your equipment or materials in the hands 

of your target sales audience. 

√ Opportunity to meet contractors and develop 

relationships. 

√ Marketing exposure from project partner and 

ILICA promotional materials, newsletter and 
website coverage as well as on-site signage. 

√ Post project recognition at ILICA events. 

√ Access to project photos and video for your 

marketing department. 

 

Contact the ILICA office today to find out         

what you’re missing!  

(309) 446-3700 or email: Ryan@illica.net  

(above) Installation of control structure at the outlet for the Bureau County 
wetland. (below) 2 more action photos from the Bureau County wetland 
project last year, aerial shot of 2015 FPS tiling installation, courtesy of 
Chris Kaufman, SFDI.  

 

FOR SALE 

3” - 4” Tile Boot with Blinders 

Call Bill for more detail @ (309) 360-9667  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 
 

May Board Meeting - May 14, 2016 

Richland Community College 
National Sequestration Education Center  

Committee meetings - 10 am - 1 pm 
Board Meeting - 2 pm 

 

Area 6 Golf Outing - Friday June 24, 2016 

Meadowview Golf Course - Mattoon IL 

Lunch at Noon: 1 pm Shotgun start: 5:30 pm dinner 

Hotel Block at Quality Inn & Comfort Inn - Mattoon, IL 

Summer Picnic, Member Meeting & Backhoe Rodeo  

Saturday, June 25, 2016 

Dean Drainage - Mattoon IL 

Breakfast at Dean Drainage - 8:30 am 

Birkey’s Sponsored Backhoe Rodeo - 9 am - Noon 

Lunch at Dean Drainage - Noon 

Member Meeting - 1:15 pm 
 

National 
 

LICA Summer Convention 

InterContinental Kansas City at the Plaza 

401 Ward Parkway, Kansas City, MO 

July 18 - 23, 2016  

Hotel Block available Now! 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc. . . . . . . .   

BRON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Brown Bear Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E-K Petroleum, LLC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Envision Insurance Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

JCG Midwest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Metal Culverts Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mid America Trenchers LLC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Midwest Plastic Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Mike Cooks’ Soil & Water Mgmt. Systems . . . .   

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC . . . . . . 

Precision Intakes Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance Inc./United Fire Group . .  

Prinsco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Roland Machinery Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Schlatter’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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NSEC building      NRCS building  

Directions From I-72: 
 

Take the IL-48, Exit 144, toward Oreana/Decatur and 
merge onto IL-48 via the ramp on the left toward Decatur. 
Turn left onto CR-1 (N. Brush College Road) and follow to 
the light at Mound Road.  Turn left onto Mound Road and 
take the first right.  The National Sequestration Education 
Center (NSEC) is on the right, before you come to the stop 
sign to cross over into the Richland parking lot, across 
from the NRCS building parking lot. Lunch will be catered 
in for the group.  

Board of Directors Meeting  
Saturday, May 14, 2016 - 2 pm 
Richland Community College 

National Sequestration Education Center  
Committee meetings - 10 am - 1 pm 

Richland College 
main entrance 



 

 

       A variety of construction equipment relies on diesel fuel for power. 
Unfortunately, diesel emissions contain approximately 20 times more 
harmful particles than regular gasoline. This means that there is an in-
creased risk for adverse health effects while working around diesel-
powered equipment at the job site. To stay safe during your daily opera-
tions, it is important to follow safe work practices that will reduce your 
exposure. 

Health Effects of Exposure 

       In the long-term, occupational exposure to diesel exhaust increases 
the risk of lung cancer and other lung diseases by 40 percent. In the 
short-term, exposure can cause: 

• Fatigue 

• Drowsiness 

• Tightness in the chest 

• Wheezing 

• Altered sense of smell 

• Irritation of the noise, eyes and throat 

• Nausea 

• Heartburn 

       If you begin to feel any of these symptoms while working in an area 
where a diesel engine is running, notify your supervisor and move to an 
area where you can get some fresh air. 

Proper Ventilation is Important 

       Exposure increases exponentially when dealing with diesel exhaust 
in an enclosed area. To improve ventilation: 

• Run engines indoors only when absolutely necessary. 

• Attach exhaust extraction hoses to the exhaust pipes of idling 
vehicles or equipment to direct exhaust outside. 

• Use mechanical ventilation systems to help move contaminated 
air out of the work area.  

• Open as many doors and windows as possible to increase circula-
tion. 

• Do not run diesel engines near the fresh air intake of a building. 

Proper Maintenance Helps 

• Preventative maintenance practices can reduce the amount of 
harmful exhaust diesel engines produce. 

• Service engines regularly to ensure they function properly and 
emit as little exhaust as possible. 

• Check for leaks in the exhaust system. 

• Never tamper with an engine to try and improve fuel economy. 
Adjustments may increase emissions. 

• Use emission control devices such as collectors, particle traps or 
air scrubbers. Replace any filters, and clean such devices regularly. 

•        Check vehicles’ operator compartments for any damage that 
may allow exhaust to seep in while in use. This could include cracks 
or holes in the cab’s body or damage to weather stripping around 
doors and windows. 
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Discussion Date: _________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

S A F E T Y  F E A T U R E :  R E D U C E  T H E  R I S K S  
O F  D I E S E L  E X H AU S T  E X P O S U R E   
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

If other control methods cannot reduce the amount of exhaust, 
use proper PPE.  

• Only a full-face piece, positive pressure, supplied air res-
pirator can provide adequate protection. 

R E D U C E  T H E  R I S K S  O F  D I E S E L  
E X H AU S T  E X P O S U R E   Safety Matters: From Prins Insurance 

Zywave LICA Portal 

       OSHA officials have long recognized the potential danger 
that employees face when doing trenching or excavation work. 
That’s why OSHA requires that a competent person be onsite 
when construction crews are doing this kind of work. 

       According to the OSHA Construction Standard, a work 
site’s competent person must be capable of identifying existing 
and predictable hazards on job sites; must be able to identify 
working conditions that are unsanitary, hazardous, or dangerous 
to workers; and, importantly, must have the authority to take 
the measures necessary to correct these dangerous conditions. 
That includes having the authority to shut down work until 
steps are taken to boost the safety of a job site. 

       Several manufacturers of trench shoring products provide 
training classes to help contractors meet these federal require-

ments. This includes National Trench 
Safety, which offers a variety of training 
classes for contractors and workers who 
are doing excavation work, including the 
standard training needed for a contractor 
to certify a competent person. National 
Trench Safety also offers specialized clas-
ses, such as those focusing on the steps 
contractors must take to work safely in 
confined spaces. 

       A contractor taking National Trench 
Safety’s courses would be able to identify and test soil types to 
help choose the best safety system for a particular job. This 
contractor would also learn which safety systems - from hydrau-
lic shoring to trench shields - are best for which jobs. 

       “Most contractors are finding it to their advantage that 
their key personnel at a minimum have a good understanding of 
all the regulations to avoid very expensive fines and/or criminal 
prosecution,” says Hartman. “Contractors have pretty much 
determined that safety is a priority. Even the entry-level em-
ployee, before being put to work, should have a basic under-
standing of the rules and regulations and the potential hazards 
in the business.” 

       Hartman says that the construction business has changed 
for the better when it comes to safety. Federal regulations say 
that every job site featuring excavation and trench work needs 
at least one person onsite who is certified as a competent per-
son. But many contractors are going further, providing safety 

training for all of their employees who work in the field. 

       “The thought is that the newest person on the job should 
have at least the same basic understanding of the hazards in-
volved in underground work as the most experienced superin-
tendent,” says Hartman. 

Training Matters 

       Mitch Post, training and 
development supervisor with 
Elkridge, MD-based Mabey, 
says that he, too, has noticed 
an increased focus on safety 
among contractors today. Ma-
bey, too, offers training classes 
to contractors who want to 
meet the federal regulations necessary to take on excavation and 
trenching work. 

       The company even runs its own mock job sites in con-
trolled conditions. Post says that this gives contractors the 
chance to learn the hazards of underground work without put-
ting themselves in real danger. 

       “Before they get out in the real word and do it for real out 
there, this gives contractors the opportunity to come in and 
learn about soil types and learn about shoring,” says Post. “We 
feel that learning this way is a lot safer, especially for new com-
panies coming into the business that are trying to learn on the 
fly. There is not a one-size-fits-all solution when it comes to 
excavation work, and we think that learning that in controlled 
conditions is the best approach.” 

       Like others in the shoring business, Post says that contrac-
tors should sign up for as much training for themselves and 
their employees as possible. That includes providing training 
not just for one competent person but for all employees who 
are going to take on potentially hazardous excavation work, he 
says. 

       Employees who have received safety training will be better 
equipped to react properly when challenges do come up on an 
excavation job, he says. 

       “There is no such thing as a job that goes according to 
plan,” says Post. “If you are better prepared, you put yourself in 

 

• Make sure respirators are properly 
fitted, cleaned, stored and main-
tained by OSHA standards. 

• Always use PPE in addition to, 
and never as a substitution for, other control methods. 

 
 

continued on page 22 ... 

OSHA A N D  T H E  C O M P E T E N T  P E R S O N  
Posted By Dan Rafter On March 1, 2016  

Source: Article printed from Forester Network: http://foresternetwork.com  

 
Credit: Pro-Tec Pro-Tec installing shoring  

Credit: Efficiency Production 
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2016  N A T I O NA L  SU M M E R  ME E T I N G  
K A N S A S  C I T Y ,  M I S S O U R I  ~ J U LY  18-23  

OSHA A N D  T H E  C O M P E T E N T  P E R S O N  

Intercontinental Kansas City at the Plaza - $135 (plus tax) per 
night. The cut-off date is June 27, 2016. call 866-856-9717  
(LICA Summer Meeting) Or visit www.kansascityic.com. 

Group code is LIC  

a better situation. It is better to get that knowledge before you 
get out there on the job site.” 

       Contractors are even willing today to take safety measures 
that could result in a slowdown on their job sites, says Post. He 
points to contractors who usually take on utility jobs. There are 
times when such contractors have to dig underground. If they 
have little or no experience in this type of work, many will shut 
down their sites and sign up for excavation training with Ma-
bey, says Post. 

       They’ll then spend a day on training before re-opening 
their sites the following day, says Post. Yes, this does add extra 
time to a job. But this training break might also be the differ-
ence between a smooth excavation job and a serious accident, 
says Post. 

       “They’ll come here for a day to learn about safety 
measures,” says Post. “It’s a huge opportunity for them to keep 
their crews safe. We do quite a bit of this type of training 
throughout the year.” 

       There are many reasons why contractors are more focused 
on safety, says Post. One of the big ones? The economic down-
turn of 2008. 

       During these rough economic times, many of the sloppier, 
fly-by-night contractors went out of business. They could no 
longer find enough jobs once the economy became tighter. The 
companies that survived the country’s long financial slump? 

They were the stronger ones. 

       They also happened to be those with a 
stronger focus on keeping their employees 
safe.  “So many of the companies that weren’t 
conscious of safety have gone away,” says 
Post. “They were sloppy when it came to safe-
ty, but they were sloppy in other ways, too. 
The companies that survived were good 
when it came to safety and good, in gen-
eral, when it came to running their businesses. These companies 
understand that they can’t afford not to be safe. The chances of 
an incident being serious or fatal is very high with this kind of 
work. It can wipe out a company.” 

       Post says that the best contractors look at safety like it is a 
football game. To be successful, you need a game plan before 
you begin digging. 

       “Don’t show up on the job site, start digging, see the issues 
and then start thinking about your shoring and safety plan,” 
says Post. 

       Instead, savvy contractors study the soil types on all new 
job sites before their construction crews start digging. They 
know when underground utilities are in the area. They know 
where groundwater is. 

       “Knowing all this can save contractors a lot of headaches 
before they start digging, that’s for sure,” says Post.  

 

 

Big Brutus Tour - Tuesday, July 19 - 8:00am - 5:30pm  

Miles before we reach this retired giant, we will be able to see 
Big Brutus on the horizon, south of West Mineral, Kansas. It is 
the largest electric shovel in the world, stands 16 stories tall (160 
feet), weighs 11 million pounds, with a 150 foot long boom, 
dipper capacity of 90 cu. yds (enough to fill three railroad cars), 
a maximum speed of .22 mph, and was built for $6.5 million in 
1962. In addition to the museum, we can climb up into Big Bru-
tus for a first-hand view of this amazing machine.  
 

After we leave Big Brutus, we'll head to Chicken Mary's outside 
of Pittsburgh, KS for a late lunch. In the 1930s, after her hus-
band was injured in the mines, Mary began supporting her fami-
ly by using her home as a restaurant to serve other miners. To-
day, Chicken Mary's is operated by her grandchildren and in 
2010, was named "the finest fried chicken in Pittsburgh, KS 
after winning the Food Channel's Food Wars versus Chicken 
Annie's. Chicken Mary's will be opening early so that we can 
have some of their tremendous fried chicken, along with nine 
different side dishes ... all prepared just for us!  

The Arabia Steamboat Museum 

A Historic Kansas City Attraction 

The Arabia Steamboat Museum 
is a unique Kansas City attrac-
tion: a time capsule of life on the 
American frontier in the mid-
nineteenth century.  It is the larg-
est single collection of pre-Civil 
War artifacts in the world. 

In September 1856, the Arabia 
was carrying over 200 tons of 

cargo intended for general stores and homes in 16 mid-western 
frontier towns.  The steamer was still fully loaded when it hit a 
tree snag and sank just 6 miles west of Kansas City.   

The collection is a work in progress as preservationists continue 
to clean 60 more tons of artifacts in a preservation lab that’s 
available for visitors to watch. More artifacts are added to the 
displays on an ongoing basis, and the entire museum was 
cleaned and renovated in early 2013.   

 

2 of the interesting 
tours planned for this  

years’ conference! 
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