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a real benefit to the new members signed up 
during previous visits.  The first weekend 
long picnic and member meeting at Rend 
Lake was a big hit and enjoyed by all who attended.  The golf 
outing was another first for ILICA, providing a great afternoon 
of fun and fellowship as well as a real boost to the bank ac-
count.  2009 ended much like it started; equipment demonstra-
tions, member meetings, and dedicated ILICA members mak-
ing a real difference in the land improvement industry in Illi-
nois.  Thank you, ILICA members, for all your hard work! 

 ILICA was awarded the 
National LICA Top State Award 
for a second year in a row at this 
year’s winter meeting in Phoenix.  
ILICA president Steve Anderson 
was present to accept the award 
on behalf of the organization and 

graciously thanked everyone that had worked so hard to make 
2009 such a success.  It is an honor to receive this esteemed 
award a second time, and to know just how hard the Illinois 
chapter has worked to continue promoting ILICA’s name 
across the state.   

 2009 has been another great year for ILICA with the 
membership, education and convention committees putting in 
long hours to make their events fun, informative and a real 
success.  The year started off with an exceptional convention 
in Springfield and outstanding service from the President 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel. Following the national convention in 
Nashville TN, ILICA held their first 10 Hour OSHA work-
shop, which received a great response.  Member meetings 
continued in Area’s 3 and 8 starting in March 2009, which 
served as a means of building membership numbers as well as 
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 
The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 
The thrifty and prudent 

The poor man’s joy and comfort 
The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 
The foundation of banks 

 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  
unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 



 

 

Greetings, 

 Another new year has started, an-

other convention has passed into history 

and off we go to work once more. Been out 

here putting in a couple tile lines ourselves, 

the frost does vary but thin enough to go. 

 The convention went well and there were many fa-

vorable comments about it. The convention committee does a 

great job and does not get enough thanks for its efforts. They 

do a lot over the course of the year to get everything to go as 

well as it does. The same thanks go out to the education com-

mittee too for their efforts at providing sessions that are bene-

ficial to the membership. It’s not an easy task for sure on ei-

ther committee and often they feel like they operate in a vacu-

um. Provide your input, join the committee even; the voice in 

the wilderness is seldom heard. The comments on the survey 

sheets are great but take the time and speak to a committee 

member directly and help them find that balance. 

 And following on this theme, I express my gratitude 

and thanks for those associate members that attended, dis-
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played, and sponsored meals at the convention. Even in this 

downturn of the economy there was an increase over last 

year in associates' booths. There were some very interesting 

new products displayed and it was good to see many mem-

bers come down just to visit the exhibits. I can't speak for 

everybody but I know that I buy first from associates, they 

support us, I support them. Sometimes, I support them more 

than I want to but all machines breakdown sometime or an-

other. The convention wouldn't be the same without you. 

Thanks for all the contributions to the auction as well. 

 We had a workshop early in February at the Henry 

White Farm near Millstadt and one scheduled at the Universi-

ty of Illinois in early March.  Both of these are drainage ori-

ented. If you have an earthmoving focus you would like cov-

ered, please contact the education committee so we can put 

together workshops on those topics. Later this summer will 

be the erosion control workshop that should be beneficial to 

all members as the regulations for construction site runoff 

become more stringent. This workshop has a limited class 

size, so register early.  We will try to fit as many in as we can 

but the classroom size is a real limitation. 

            It was nice to go out to Phoenix for the National win-

ter convention. After a very round about trip getting there 

that crossed 11 states and much in the way of beautiful scen-

ery I got there in time to enjoy the pre-tours which were very 

good. Also very good was winning the Top State award once 

again. My thanks for all the work of those in the chapter that 

have made this possible. If you haven't been to a National it 

is a good place to meet new friends, learn new things, and 

even put forth your views in the committees. I enjoy them, 

and have been attending since I became an officer in the 

state. Nice to have one out west again since I could made a 

nice vacation out of it too. 

 Now that I am back from that, I do look forward to 

your support as we move forward in a new year. There is a 

lot to do this year. Several goals that we will strive to reach 

are: Continued membership growth, establishment of regular 

area meetings, greater political involvement, and increased 

member involvement. There is a lot you can get out of this 

association, but you do have to put something into it to get it, 

starting with your smiling face at meetings, conventions, 

workshops, etc.  Hope to see you there. 

 Steve Anderson  

Central IL AG - Atlanta 

200 Sharon St. Po Box 

506 

Atlanta, IL 61723 

Central IL AG - 

Clinton 

Rt.10 East 

Clinton, IL 61727 

Central IL AG - Farmer 

City 

792 US Hwy 150 E. 

Farmer City, IL 61842 
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Associate Members 
 

AquaBlok, Ltd. - Toledo, OH 
 

AGPS - Mike Cooke SWMS - Westphalia, MI 
 

TEK Collect - Washington 
  

RSC Equipment Rental - East Peoria 
 

Centre State International Trucks, Inc. - Peoria 

                Active Contractors 
 

Jeanette Mulholland 
American Agricultural Drainage - Rochelle 
 

Joel Sandeno 
Agri-Tile, Inc. - Dwight 
 

Steve Wheeler 
Midwest Land Contractors - Ashland 
 

Andy Bedolli 
Bedolli Excavating - Buffalo 
 

Jared Kunkle - Monmouth 
 

Ed Decker 
Decker Farms - Philo 
 

Myron Kirby 
Kirby Drainage & Excavating - Farmer City 
 

J.D. Laster 
Laster Custom Underground & Directional Boring - 
Mattoon 

N E W M E M B E R S 

                Active Contractors (cont.) 
 
 

Dan Wilkinson 
Precision Farm Drainage - Mazon 
 

Peter Kalman 
Kalman Engineering, Inc. - Pekin 

 At the ILICA March Board of 
Directors meeting, the idea of holding 

our summer member meeting along with the summer National 
LICA meetings in Peoria was revisited in greater detail. Alt-
hough in theory, it seemed like a great idea, as planning became 
more concrete, it appeared that we would end up asking our 
state members to spend an additional day either before or after 
national, in an effort to accommodate this scheduling.  After 
much discussion, Jon and Veronica Seevers volunteered to host 
the picnic at their home in Cisco on the traditional picnic week-
end, June 26th.   

 Last year’s weekend picnic at Rend Lake was a great 
success, but in light of the additional summer conference in 
Illinois and the need for our contractors to play catch up on 
workloads after last year’s unusual wet weather, we’re returning 
to the one day itinerary of years past.  There will still be time to 
take care of the business meeting, share great food, fun and 

fellowship with the ILICA family.  

 Jon and Veronica have 
secured a grill chef (and traveling 
cooker) for pork chops and chicken 
breasts and a caterer for picnic 
side dishes. As many of those 
involved in the 2008 expo at Pro-
gress City in Decatur already know, the Seevers’ home has a 
lovely, BIG yard, an in-ground swimming pool and trampoline 
as well as several yard games for entertainment.  (And there’s talk 
of Veronica’s famous home made ice cream sandwiches!)  Jon has also 
planned a trip to Allerton Park near Monticello and is working 
with a local 9 hole golf course for those interested in a round of 
golf.  Many of the details are still being finalized, but all signs 
point to a very fun but relaxing day for this get-together.  Look 
for the registration form in the next issue of this newsletter and 
plan to join us there!   

2010  ILICA P I C N I C  & S U M M E R M E M B E R  
M E E T I N G  SE T  F O R JU N E  26 T H  
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 The winter months are always busy for ILICA, but 
that’s never been more true than this year.  The state conven-
tion was a blast, but there was no time to bask in the success of  
the association’s biggest annual event before getting busy on 
the next series of activities. Before heading out from snowy 
Illinois for the national LICA winter meeting in sunny Phoenix 
AZ, the first of two drainage workshops was held in February 
in Southern Illinois at the Henry White Farm near Millstadt.  
The Illinois Department of Agriculture had agreed to provide 
this wonderful facility, and Don Kniepkamp, Extension Master 
Gardner at the site, coordinated with Doug Nicholson to get 
the classroom set up for the workshop.  Early February was 
still fairly cold but the southerly location and sunshine on the 
first day helped make it tolerable for students.  25 contractors 
attended the workshop and seemed to thoroughly enjoy Rich-
ard Cooke’s wealth of knowledge.  They also provided some 
great feed back to help enhance the Champaign drainage class, 
scheduled the following month.  

 The facility at the Henry White Farm is large enough 
that a separate Certified Flagger Training Class was held during 

this workshop.  Although the class was slightly smaller than 
earlier classes, Brent Breedlove welcomes every opportunity to 
share this important safety information with contractors.  

 The second drainage workshop of the year was held in 
Champaign on March 10 - 11th and attendance was limited by 
the smaller classroom at the University of Illinois South Farm 
site. Although the workshop had not been advertised outside 
of ILICA publications, there were applicants that had to be 
placed on a waiting list in hopes the class could be repeated 
later in the season.  There were also long-time ILICA members 
interested in a more advanced drainage class so the education 
committee has decided to work with Richard Cooke and others 
to come up with the additional scheduling mentioned on page 
15 of this publication.   

 The March workshop had outstanding support with 

W O R K S H O P S  & A R E A M E M B E R  M E E T I N G S  K E E P IL-
ICA C O N T R A C TO R S IN F O R M E D 

Fratco, Inc. hosting lunch on Wednesday and Advanced Drain-
age Systems / C.D. Getz Corporation hosting Thursday’s lunch.  
Jay D. Davis, Kent Mitchell and Jon Seevers helped facilitate 
portions of the class and another ILICA contractor went 
through certification testing at the conclusion of the workshop.  
Mike Shidler of Fratco and Corey Getz of ADS / C.D. Getz 

Corp were also on hand to help in any way they could.   

 The education committee continues to address the 
scheduling challenges and seminar needs of the membership.   
They are already working on next year’s workshop and conven-
tion topics while quickly responding to the call for another 
drainage class and discussing topics for the Area member meet-
ings that will resume next fall.  

(above) Field survey exercise at Champaign workshop; Richard & Kent 
Mitchell working with attendees during design session 

(above, upper right to left) Field survey exercise at the Henry White Farm 
workshop; Classroom session with Richard Cooke; Brent Breedlove doing 
a Flagger Training course. 



 

 

(below, upper left to lower right) Guests at BM Truck equipment IDOT presentation in Olney; Troopers Bromm & Kruse; BM Truck Equipment store 
front and shop. John Deere High Speed dozer and new skid steer on display at Martin Equipment in Rock Island; The evenings’ presenter, Bruce 
Mosier, enjoying a delicious dinner with guests before beginning his program. 
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 On March 16th, the membership committee kicked 
off the 2010 Area member meeting series in Olney at BM 
Truck Equipment, one of our newest associate members.  They 
provided a great venue with an enormous new building which 
is utilized for a wide variety of truck, trailer and fabrication 
needs.  As Lee Milone, owner, said, “I can’t say we can do any-
thing, but we will try to do almost anything.” pointing out a 
huge drill rig they had fabricated from scratch and mounted on 
the truck that would soon head to Texas with it.  The food was 
outstanding, grilled just outside the overhead door and accom-
panied by all the traditional fixins’. Tom Beyers, area 8 director, 
did a great job helping Janet Doubet present ILICA benefits, 
explaining what he has gained from membership since he 
joined a year ago.  

 Following dinner, Illinois State Police District 12 
Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Officers Bromm and Kruse 
provided an update on changes in IDOT regulations that took 
effect January 1, 2010 as well as answering a wide variety of 
questions from contractors in the group.  Area 8 members con-
tinue to respond in a big way to ILICA scheduling and this 
meeting drew quite a crowd.  A big “thank you” goes out to 
Lee, Linda and all the staff at BM Truck Equipment that helped 
to make this area meeting such a success.  

 On Thursday, it was off to Martin Equipment of IA - 
IL in Rock Island for a second area meeting at that location.  
Jerry Sheldon, sales manager, coordinated the evening event 
and had equipment displayed inside including the new 764 

High Speed Dozer.  
Bruce Barnhart, na-
tional LICA board 
chairman and Steve Miller, Region IV V.P. drove over from 
Iowa to join the meeting, providing a national presence in Jerry 
Biuso’s absence.  Bill Doubet and Dave Hurst also helped to 
promote ILICA with brief testimonials about how much they 
have grown since becoming members, explaining the benefits 
of membership in a way that only experience can provide.  The 
BBQ dinner was fantastic and another nice crowd turned out 
for the safety presentation by Bruce Moser of Prins Insurance, 
Inc.  Bruce provided a very straightforward seminar on OSHA 
regulations, site visits and how a contractor needs to responds 
from the minute an OSHA inspector steps on your property.  
Bruce understands the importance of a Safety Manual and 
stresses the need for ILICA contractors to use the one they 
receive ... sooner rather than later.  

 Both area meetings were a great success and we know 
that it is the support of associates like BM Truck Equipment 
and Martin Equipment that help make it possible. On April 1st, 
Roland Machinery will host the first Area 5 member meeting at 
their facility in Springfield. Our always-on-the-go membership 
committee works very hard to make these meetings a success 
and everyone does an outstanding job.  “Thank you” to all 
those involved, and if you get a chance, stop in sometime and 
thank Lee and the folks at BM Truck Equipment or Jerry and 
Martin Equipment for their support.   

W O R K S H O P S  & A R E A M E M B E R  M E E T I N G S  
K E E P ILICA C O N T R A C TO R S  IN F O R M E D ( C O N T . )  
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!  C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S !  
2009  ILICA A W A R D  W I N N E R S 

Merit Awards: 
Jennifer Furkin Jeff Litwiller 

Membership Committee Doug Nicholson 
 

Shiny Shovels: 
Jerry Biuso Brent Breedlove 

 

Mr. Contractor of  the Year: 
Neal Barnes 

 

Mrs. Contractor of  the Year: 
Kristin Kutemeier 

 

Life Member Status: 
Rose Day 

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  C O M M I T M E N T  TO ILICA!  

At Continental Western Group, business insurance is what we 
do; period.  Our single focus is to provide our customers with the 
business insurance coverage they need today and in the future.  
Continental Western Group is the Illinois LICA endorsed carrier 
for property and casualty insurance.  Contact Tim Neuhauser at 
Heiser Insurance at 1-800-727-9775 or Continental Western 
Group directly at 1-800-235-2942 for more information. 

Heiser Insurance & Financial Services 
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it. There is a good chance someone is trying to blanket you in 
two feet deep before you can find the old snow shovel.  There 
are those times when we can read something a candidate said, 
but understand it?  No way.  We have an example of that in our 
local paper recently when they explained the sale of the paper(s) 
to a different conglomerate.  Whoever wrote it is a master of 
the “snow job” because you cannot grasp who owns what now 
and who is running the show. The same thing will happen if 
your car has to be put on “the machine” to find out what Mr. 
Computer says is wrong with the car.  Oh, they can explain it in 
computer words, but cannot mention a part that is easily identi-
fied that the ordinary customer would know about. Amen.com 

 Here is one of those “why do they say that” items that 
might interest you contractors out there.  In the aftermath of 
the Civil War, many Louisiana vigilantes called themselves 
“bulldozers.”  A “bulldozer” carried a black snake whip and at 
least one big pistol. When such a fellow moved into action, 
people got out of the way fast. Long dormant, the terrorist 
name was revived prior to WW II. It seemed an appropriate 
word to designate a powerful earth-moving machine that easily 
pushed opposition aside. After being used widely in military 
operations, the mechanical bulldozer became standard equip-
ment in construction work. 

 We have overheard some young people discussing the 
economics of the times and stating they do not believe there 
could ever be another depression.  Now this writer does not 
hold with that because it seems to defy all possibilities. Perhaps 
they could tell this simple person how costs can keep spiraling 
and seemingly no place to stop. There is a solution (partly) and 
that is to live within our means. There are too  many things 
people “want” and seem to think they should have, come heck 
or high water.  

 Our word for this issue is “informed”.  When it comes 
to elections, be an informed voter and know what your priori-
ties are compared to the candidates.  It has been a discovery to 
note that the General Public does not want to hear the truth. 
Some candidates who have told it like it is have been defeated 
and what did the winning candidate do? Just everything the 
opponent said they would do only the winner stated they would 
never do.  You have to separate the chaff from the good stuff 
and if the truth is too painful to hear just go ahead and vote for 
the one who is lying. Also, just a word to the wise, don’t believe 
everything the media comes up with either. It used to be news 
announcers just reported the news; now they pretend to be 
biologists and dissect the news to suit themselves.   

 Have a blessed Easter and good luck growing those 
veggies!                        ……………….Rambling Rose  

G A B B I N’  W I T H  T H E GA L S . . .  
               In honor of Roses’ Life Member-
ship Award, the editor decided to run an 
article from the vast archive of “Gabbin’ With 
The Gals…” of years past. This article ap-
peared 10 years ago in the March - April 
issue of the ILICA News so enjoy this walk 

down memory lane with Rambling Rose. 

 Today is the first day a sizeable amount of our snow 
will have melted.  Snow reminds this person of beautiful wom-
en.  They are awesome when presented in the best light, but if 
one is caught with rollers in the hair, cleansing cream on the 
face, I-don’t-care clothing on, it is anything but awesome.  Mr. 
Snow is the same - very pretty when new, but as time goes on it 
gets murkier and murkier until you want to yell, “Just get outa 
here, will ya?” We do hope some of the children and adults had 
a good time sledding and/or snowball fighting, as that must be 
the general purpose. We are happy to have the moisture after 
this fall season. Let us count our blessings, right? 

 The convention was thoroughly enjoyable. It is great 
to visit with friends and outright amazing to discover all that 
has happened to some of them throughout the year. We get 
caught up on how their families are doing and what their opin-
ions are on everything and anything.  We value these visits 
more each time we get together. We had great entertainment, 
food and a few surprises.  Our thanks to the convention com-
mittee for having some novel events this time around - just 
shows what many heads can do together.  Our morning devo-
tions increased in attendance this year and that is 
great! Congratulations to those who accepted of-
fices or jobs and we look forward to next year! 

 Politics is usually not a good subject in 
mixed company, but the truth is we are in a politi-
cal year and it is proving to become a very loooonnnngg year 
already.  Golly, we even have some competition here in our 
small county and Rambling Rose smiles every time she sees the 
names of both candidates in the same yard. Is that what they 
call a split ticket?  Well, we promise enough when reciting the 
marriage ceremony we don’t have to promise to vote alike.  
Have been reading about different sayings and how they came 
about.  One of those is “snow job”. This verbal metaphor really 
is based on winter weather. That is when snow can pile up 
deeply before anyone has a chance to clear a path. Rambling 
Rose always advises people to listen to their candidate as well as 
the competition and then make a decision. We should probably 
qualify that: a persuasive flow of words aims at overwhelming 
by sheer mass. So be wary when you face a verbal deluge that is 
too smooth and allows you no time to think about dealing with 
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ILICA C O N V E N T I O N B R I N G S  B A C K  
T H E  “F A B U L O U S  ‘50 ’S ”  
 The ILICA convention committee did it again; put 
together a great convention for everyone involved!  This 
year’s convention theme was the “Fabulous ‘50’s” and a lot 
of the membership got involved for Thursday night’s Early 
Bird, donning poodle skirts, rolled up jeans, leather jackets 
and even a couple of Elvis wigs.  More associate exhibits 
were on hand than had been seen in recent years and the 
variety of products being displayed was a real benefit for 
attending contractor members.  Our associates also joined 
in the fun with Norm & Coretha Rozendaal winning the 
best dressed prize basket.  Thanks go out to all the ILICA 
contractors who made a special trip to Springfield just to 
visit the trade show exhibits, although those who spent all 
three days really got their money’s worth of education, good 

food and fellowship. 
The President Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel did an-
other “fabulous” job,  
changing their ballroom 
into a 1950’s diner and 
soda shop.  The whole experience was as exceptional as the 
first convention there, and the management and staff of the 
PAL are to be commended for their outstanding service and 
delicious food. 

 Thursday’s education sessions were well received as 
were the Saturday morning topics which centered around 
general business practices.  As exhibitors got their booths 
set up, auction items began collecting on the ballroom stage 

“Greasers” at the Soda Fountain 



 

 

and committee meetings came and went.  Thursday’s auction 
provided an entertaining evening, some good buys and the 
opportunity to support the convention financially.  Paul the 
Good Luck Bear supplied another shot in the arm for  mem-
bership committee funds to continue their work around Illi-
nois.  The associate hospitality rooms opened after the auc-
tion to allow members more time to socialize.   

 Friday served as the time to handle the business of 
ILICA with the last board of directors and annual members 
meeting.  Some new members stepped forward to become 
directors and to volunteer for committees of interest.  These 
new voices will bring a wider variety of ideas and percep-
tions to our organization which is just one of the things that 
keep ILICA moving forward and growing in so  many ways.   

 Saturday morning’s educational sessions were stand-
ing room only and received rave reviews from those who 
attended.  After lunch, some folks decided to stay in and 
catch the Illini game on television, but those that attended 
the guided State Capital / Lincoln & Herndon law office 
tour found it to be very interesting, thanks to Justin Blanford 
of the State Capital Historical Society.  He was well prepared 
for our group and made this walk back in history real for 
everyone, even allowing special access to some areas of the 
State Capital building for the group. 

 The ladies program was also a bit hit this year with a 
special speaker from the Illinois Regional Archives on gene-
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(Page 10, left to right)  Lori Kennedy, Judy Beyers & Cathy Craig “in style” for 
the evening; group shot of our  many exhibitors; Look at all the Poodle 
Skirts!! Kristin Kutemeier, convention chair with dad, Dan Day and Sylvia.   

(right) Newlywed Game contestants, Bob & Betty Grothaus, Mike & Holly 
Yordy, Dan & Sylvia Day and Norm & Coretha Rozendaal with game show 
host, Bill Dean.; Attendees at Saturday’s machine costing seminar, facilitat-
ed by Dustin Courson, CPA.  

ILICA C O N V E N T I O N B R I N G S  B A C K  
T H E  “F A B U L O U S  ‘50 ’S ” ( C O N T . )  

alogy, using the Lavina Watson story to illustrate how much 
work is involved in tracking personal history back through 
time.  William J. Exclusives did another fun make and take 
jewelry activity for the ladies to round out their first day of 
activities. 

  However,  the real high point of the program was 
the “Morning at the Spa” that started off Friday’s Ladies 
Day outing.  Our ILICA ladies enjoyed a luxurious morning 
of pampering before a private lunch and a wine/chocolate 
tasting in the afternoon.  The ladies looked marvelous when 
they arrived back at the hotel to prepare for the evening’s 
dinner and “Newlywed Game.”  

 Many compliments have been received at the ILICA 
office regarding the convention but that hasn’t stopped the 
committee from working just as hard on next year’s event.  
We’ll see you next year at the Doubletree Hotel in Bloom-
ington and you can bet, it will be another great convention!  

 Advanced Drainage Systems  

 Agco Inc. 

 AGPS - Mike Cook SWMS 

 Agri-Drain Corp. 

 Central Illinois Trucks, Inc. 

 Fratco, Inc. 

 Hickenbottom, Inc. 

 Northland Trenching 

 Patten Construction Products 

 Midwest Auger-Aerator 

 Precision Intakes, LTD 

 Prins Insurance - Continental 
Western Group 

 Schlatter’s Inc. 

 Springfield Plastics, Inc.  

2010  C O N V E N T I O N SP O N S O R S  

(right) Made to order milk 
shakes & floats kept the PAL 
Soda staff busy all evening 
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To: Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, 
all who this may concern 

 Thanks to all who assisted in my award for 2009 
at the 2010 Convention.  It is a pleasure to contribute to 
whatever will help the association in any way.   

 It is in humility the award is accepted and with the 
idea that our jobs say “to the best of our ability” which is 
usually our limit.  If this award assists in any way to boost 
our association, then it was worth it.  

  Thanks to all - Rose Day 

C O N V E N T I O N IN F O R M A T I O N & C O M M E N T S 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who purchased tickets  
for the National LICA raffle held in  

Phoenix AZ this past February. 
 
 
 

       The winners are: 
 
 

     1st Place - $5000       Randy Liddle, Iowa 

     2nd Place - $2500       Wayne Litwiller, Illinois 

     3rd Place - $1000       Richard Agle, New York 

     4th Place - $500        Jacob Barnhart, Iowa 
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 Wednesday will be spent at 
the CAT proving grounds in Ed-
wards with hands on operation of 
their equipment. If weather prohib-
its being outside, there is still an indoor arena for operation and 
participants may be split between one of CAT’s many produc-
tion facilities in the area and the Edwards site.  It should be a 
great day, regardless of the weather, and CAT is ready to wel-
come our contractors to their home town.  CAT has a unique 
dinner and demonstration planned for Friday evening as well, 
which is something NO contractor will want to miss!  We 
guarantee it!  See tentative highlights on page 23. 

 After hosting an exhibit 
table at the Phoenix winter meetings 
this February, it appears many folks 
from across the country are looking 
forward to this year’s summer event 
in Peoria. The Holiday Inn City Cen-

tre will be home to the first Illinois hosted national event in 
many years. ILICA is responsible for setting up the pre-tours 
for the convention and there were more tour options available 
for the days available to fit them in. It has been decided that 
Tuesday, July 13th will be a tour to Champaign and the Univer-
sity of Illinois to showcase the many projects ILICA has part-
nered with the university on.  The day will include a welcome at 
the ACES Library, a tour of the McFarland Bell Tower project 
and Erosion Control Testing Facility that ILICA worked on 
last year.  Lunch will be hosted in the new skybox of Memorial 
Stadium followed by a special “Tea Ceremony” in Japan House, 
located on the property where  ILICA helped construct the 
Arboretum Ponds in 1997.   

N A T I O NA L LICA S U M M E R M E E T I N G  U P DA T E  
J U LY  13  -  17 ,  2010  



 

 

 

 The tax benefit of the new incentive is immediate. It puts 
money into a business' cash flow immediately, since the 
tax is simply not collected in the first place. 

 The tax benefit generally applies only to private-sector 
employment, including nonprofit organizations; public 
sector jobs are generally not eligible for either benefit. 
However, employment by a public higher education insti-
tution would qualify. 

  There is no minimum weekly number of hours that the 
new employee must work for the employer to be eligible, 
and there is no maximum on the dollar amount of payroll 
taxes per employer that may be forgiven. 

 For workers that would otherwise be eligible for the 
“Work Opportunity Tax Credit,” the employer must se-
lect one benefit or the other for 2010; no double dipping. 

 An employer cannot claim the new tax breaks for hiring 
family members. 

 A worker who replaces another employee who performed 
the same job for the employer is not eligible for the bene-
fit, unless the prior employee left the job voluntarily or 
for cause. 
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 This information has been  provid-
ed to give you an overview of the key tax 
changes affecting business in the recently 
enacted Hiring Incentives to Restore Em-
ployment (HIRE) Act.  Please check with 

your CPA or accountant if you have questions about this Act. 

 Extension of enhanced small business expensing 
(Section 179). The new law gives a one-year lease on life to 
enhanced expensing rules, which allow qualifying businesses 
the option to currently deduct the cost of business machinery 
and equipment, instead of recovering it via depreciation over a 
number of years. For tax years beginning in 2010, the maxi-
mum amount that a business may expense is $250,000, and the 
expensing election begins to phase out when a business buys 
more than $800,000 of expensing eligible assets. These dollar 
limits are the same as those that were in effect for 2008 - 2009. 

 Payroll tax holiday and up-to-$1,000 credit for em-
ployers who hire unemployed workers. To help stimulate 
the hiring of workers by the private sector, the new law ex-

empts any private-sector employer that hires a worker who had 
been unemployed for at least 60 days from having to pay the 
employer's 6.2% share of the Social Security payroll tax on that 
employee for the remainder of 2010. A company could save a 
maximum of $6,621 if it hired an unemployed worker and paid 
that worker at least $106,800 - the maximum amount of wages 
subject to Social Security taxes - by the end of the year. As an 
additional incentive, for any qualifying worker hired under this 
initiative that the employer keeps on payroll for a continuous 
52 weeks, the employer is eligible for an additional non-
refundable tax credit of up to $1,000 after the 52-week thresh-
old is reached, to be taken on their 2011 tax return. In order to 
be eligible, the employee's pay in the second 26-week period 
must be at least 80% of the pay in the first 26-week period. 

 Workers hired after the date of introduction of the 
legislation (Feb. 3, 2010) are eligible for the payroll tax for-
giveness and the retention bonus, but only wages paid after the 
date of the new law's enactment receive the exemption for pay-
roll taxes. 

L E G I S L A T I V E UP DA T E ;  HIRE A C T  
Submitted by Dustin Courson, Courson & Associates, CPA

 For the hiring to qualify, the new hire must sign an affida-
vit, under penalties of perjury, stating that he or she has 
not been employed for more than 40 hours during the 60-
day period ending on the date the employment begins. 

 The incentive is not biased towards either low-wage or 
high-wage workers. Under the measure, a business saves 
6.2% on both a $40,000 worker and a $90,000 worker. 

 The payroll tax holiday does not apply with respect to 
wages paid during the first calendar quarter of 2010, but 
the amount by which the Social Security payroll tax would 
have been reduced under the payroll tax holiday provision 
during the first calendar quarter is applied against the tax 
imposed on the employer for the second calendar quarter 
of 2010. 

 The Act creates a similar new set of rules permitting a pay-
roll tax holiday for railroad retirement tax purposes. 

 The credit for retaining qualifying new hires is the lesser of 
$1,000 or 6.2% of the wages paid by the taxpayer to the 
retained worker during the 52-consecutive week period. 
Thus, the credit for a retained worker will be $1,000 if, 
disregarding rounding, the retained worker's wages during 
the 52-consecutive-week period exceed $16,129.03. The 
credit is not available for pay not treated as wages under 
the Code (e.g., remuneration paid to domestic workers). 

Here are some additional features of 
the new hiring incentive: 



 

 

 Due to the overwhelming response from ILICA mem-
bers to the Champaign drainage workshop held this March, a 
second workshop has been scheduled one week prior to the 
erosion control class described above.  To accommodate all 
those interested, the workshop will be held at a hotel located 
very close to the University of Illinois South Farm, making it 
possible to utilize the site for survey and other field sessions.  
The workshop will blend the content of the March workshop 
while adding the advanced drainage topics.  

  The education committee plans to discuss all aspects 
of the workshop at the May 1st board meeting and the registra-
tion form will be published in the next issue of this newsletter.  
The tentative schedule is to allow contractors to attend days of 
their choice, depending on their experience level and education-
al needs. If necessary, a third day may be added and details will 
be published as soon as they are available.   

 The demand for education has grown tremendously 
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 Dr. Prasanta Kalita has traveled the world over since 
coordinating the University of Illinois / IDOT / ILICA project 
last August, described on the preceding page, but he is currently 
very involved in the development of the education modules 
that will be used for training sessions at this very specialized 
research site.   

 As a benefit of ILICA’s efforts in constructing the 
berm, the first erosion control workshop dates have been 
determined with the modules being finalized by the end of 
April.  The first day will contain the “basics” of IDOT erosion 
control regulations with a second day dedicated to the 
installation module of Dr. Kalitas’ program.  

 The small classroom makes class size limits mandatory 
so this session should be attended by the lead erosion control 
person from your company.  Registration forms will be 

available in the next issue of this 
newsletter and early registration will 
be critical to insure a spot in the 
class.  CD’s of handouts will be 
provided for each attendee to take 
back to their companies and share 
with co-workers.   

 Work continues 
on the site with planting 
of the grass varieties 
mentioned on page 20 
and the design of the rain 
simulator that will be 
installed over the berm.  
By August, things should be in place for the first ‘test” of this 
unique testing and research facility.  The registration list is 
already started, so call Janet today if you want to be sure and 
make this class! 

(upper right)  One of the sediment collection ditches at the erosion 
control testing site; an example of the kind of problems this site 
will help correct; (left) The berm in early March, 2010.  

E RO S I O N C O N T RO L  W O R K S H O P D A T E  SE T  F O R  
AU G U S T  18  -  19 ,  2010  -  C H A M PA I G N  

and as always, scheduling classes when contractors are available 
to attend is a struggle.  The summer scheduling of these two 
workshops is a new concept from the education committee, but 
if it proves to be well received by ILICA contractors, they will 
become annual events that our membership can count on.  
Earthmoving, excavation and safety workshops will continue to 
be scheduled in February and/or March to allow for the work 
loads of those contractors.  

A D D I T I O NA L  DR A I NA G E W O R K S H O P D A T E  SE T  
F O R A U G U S T  11  -  12 ,  2010  -  C H A M PA I G N  
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Associate 
Corey Getz - ADS, Chair 
Mark Baker - Springfield Plastics 
Mike Bierbaum - Clark Co. Supply 
Dave Mosier - ADS 
Chad Nicholson - Eastern IL Clay 
John Pogge - Prinsco, Inc. 
 

Auditing 
Forrest Davis, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Ron Masching 
 

Awards 
Bill & Janet Doubet, Chair 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Rose Day 
Bill & Bev Dean 
 

Budget 
David Kennedy, Chair 
Forrest Davis 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Wayne Litwiller 
 

By-Laws 
Stuart Anderson, Chair 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Stan Seevers 
Joe Streitmatter 
 

Certification 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Forrest Davis 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
Prof. Kent Mitchell, U of I 
Stan Seevers 
 

Certification Board 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Forrest Davis 
Dave Kennedy 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
 

Convention 
Kristin Kutemeier, Chair 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Bill & Bev Dean 
Greg & Jennifer Furkin 
David & Lori Kennedy 
Joe & Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Devotions 
Jean Davis, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Norm & Coretha Rozendaal 

Education 
Brent Breedlove, Chair 
Neal Barnes 
Brent Breedlove 
Prof. Richard Cooke—U of I 
Bob Grothaus 
Ron Masching 
Mike Yordy 
 

Executive 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Janet Burtle-Doubet 
Forrest Davis 
Bill Dean 
David Haag 
David Kennedy 
 

Golf Outing 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
Jerry Biuso 
Janet Burtle-Doubet 
Forrest Davis 
 

Headquarters 
Dan Day, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Mark Baker 
Dale Collinson 
Forrest Davis 
David Haag 
 

Industrial & Business Relations 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
Charlie Adams 
Dale Collinson 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Bill Doubet 
 

Insurance 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Charlie Adams 
Dan Day 
Stan Seevers 
 

Ladies 
Janice Litwiller, Chair 
Jean Davis 
Bev Dean 
Cathy Masching 
Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Legislative 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Neal Barnes 
Lee Bunting 
Dale Collinson 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Carol Kiley 
Norm Kocher 
Joe Streitmatter 

Long Term Planning 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Stuart Anderson 
Neal Barnes 
Dan Day 
Bill Doubet 
Ron Masching 
 

Membership 
Wayne Litwiller, Co-Chair 
Norm Kocher, Co-Chair 
Mark Baker 
Neal Barnes 
Forrest Davis 
Scott Day 
Carol Kiley 
 

Nomination 
Forrest Davis, Chair 
Stan Seevers 
Joe Streitmatter 
 

On-Site Waste 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
John McCoy 
Larry Rhodenbaugh 
Jon Seevers 
Jason Winings 
 

Picnic 
Neal & Tracey Barnes 
Norm & Mary Jane Kocher 
 

Publicity 
Bill Doubet, Chair 
Mark Baker 
Neal Barnes 
Bev Dean 
Wayne Litwiller 
 

Safety 
Doug Nicholson, Chair 
Dave Hurst 
Dave Kennedy 
Carol Kiley 
John McCoy 
Jason Winings 
 

Show & Other Income 
Neal Barnes, Co-Chair 
Jon Seevers, Co-Chair 
Brent Breedlove 
Brian Brooks 
Forrest Davis 
Joe Krupps 
Wayne Litwiller 
John McCoy 
Joe Streitmatter 
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Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, Inc. 
 

118 E. Knoxville  ·  PO Box 474  ·  Brimfield, IL 61517 
(309) 446-3700   ·    Fax: (309) 446-3744   ·   Email: janet@illica.net 

 

____________________________________________ herby makes application for Active Membership in the ILLINOIS 
LAND IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION, INC., (ILICA) and enclose $_____________  as my 
annual membership dues for the year ________________.  One dollar ($1.00), which is included in the $295 dues, is for a 
one (1) year subscription to the “ILICA News”, a bi-monthly newsletter. 
 

Send completed application with payment (make check payable to ILICA) to the corporate address above or give to any ILI-
CA member to forward. 
 

Individual Name: __________________________________________________________________________________  

Spouse: _____________________________________  DOB:(required for active members only)  _____________________________ 

Firm Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________________________ State: __________  Zip: ______________  

County: ___________________________  Email : _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________  Fax: _________________________Sponsor: __________________________ 
 

Check All Services Provided 

 CUI - Cable/Utility Inst. 

 DB - Directional Boring      

 DI - Drainage/Irrigation    

  DWM - Drainage Water Mgmt    

  EC - Erosion Control     

 EMC - Earthmoving/Land Clearing   

 EXG - Excavating/Grading      

 GR - Gravel/ Rock Production    

  LL - Land Leveling      

  LS - Landscaping    

 ODW - Open Ditch Leveling  

 OSW—On Site Waste Treatment 

  PD - Ponds / Dams   

  RBD - Road Boring/Drainage 

  R - Reclaimation  

  SA - Dealer/Service Co./Government Agency/
 Consultant/Insurance Agency 

  SP - Site Prep 

  SWU - Sewer/Water/Underground Utilities     

  TH - Trucking / Hauling  

  TW - Terraces / Waterways  

  WM - Water Management 
 

Other: __________________________________    

Active Contractor Membership - $295 (One hundred seventy dollars ($170) for Illinois Membership plus One 
hundred twenty five dollars ($125) for National Membership) 
(Active members are individuals engaged in the business of entering into contracts for performing work that will result in soil, land, natu-
ral resource conservation or rehabilitation, water conservation, control and prevention of soil erosion, depletion and misuse of natural 
resources and soil and water pollution and contamination.) 
 

Associate Membership - $295 (Associate members are those businesses that manufacture or sell equipment, materials or services 
used by active members) 
 

Affiliate Membership - $85  (Affiliate members are individuals employed by an active member in the business that makes the 
active member eligible for membership) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Education 

 Illinois LICA provides many educational opportunities 
throughout the year with sessions at our annual convention, at 
Area 3 and 8 member meetings and at workshops each year.  
Area 5 director, Brent Breedlove, is in the planning stage of 
beginning meetings in his area with other areas following suit.  

 Illinois LICA state convention, which includes exhibits 
by our associate members, is scheduled each January in various 
locations around the state.  First year contractor members will 
receive 1 free full participation registration to the convention, 
which includes all meals during the 3 day event.  Several educa-
tional sessions are scheduled during the convention along with 
many social and networking opportunities. 

 Workshops have been offered annually, however, 
there is an expanded schedule this year, including two survey 
and design drainage workshops and an erosion control work-
shop in August.  OSHA 10 Hour certification will be offered 
every other year as well as Certified Flagger training available as 
often as demand warrants. 

Continental Western Group/LICA Insurance Program 

 Continental Western Group has designed a compre-
hensive LICA Insurance program, blending Property, Inland 
Marine, Crime, General Liability & Business Auto coverage 
into a simple and convenient policy.  It offers standard cover-
age for many items specific to the Land Improvement industry, 
providing outstanding coverage at a very competitive rate, even 
before the Safety Group Dividend potential return.  Although 
the dividend is not guaranteed, the return rate has been be-
tween 3.5% and 12% most years. 

ILICA News & Annual Directory 

 The ILICA News is a bi-monthly 
publication distributed to all Illinois LICA 
members that contains 24 pages of infor-
mation relative to the land improvement industry 
and notice of activities and upcoming events.  The 
annual directory of members is published each 
April and distributed to all members and many 
IEPA, NRCS and SWCD offices in Illinois.  

IL L I N O I S  LICA B E N E F I T S  

National Benefits 

 A LICA membership entitles contrac-
tors to many benefits that can give their company a competitive 
edge. Listed below are just a few: 

     ▪    National LICA Contractor Magazine 

     ▪    LICA Contractor Safety Management Plan 

     ▪    LICA Mini-Med Basic Healthcare Program 

     ▪    LICA PerksCard Program 

     ▪    LICA Transamerica Retirement Program 

     ▪    National LICA Winter Convention and Summer   
Meeting 

     ▪    LICA 6-Pack Health Care Savings Card Program 

     ▪    LICA FlexSystem  

     ▪    LICA BizPlan 

     ▪    Term Life-Insurance 

Each active Contractor member receives a complimentary 
$5,000 Term-Life policy and $5,000 Accidental Death & 
Dismemberment policy.  

Legislative Representation 

 ILICA has an active Legislative Com-
mittee that monitors legislation that impacts 
small business in Illinois.  They participate in the 

Agricultural Legislative Roundtable caucus and many other 
events then disseminate that information to ILICA members.  
They are currently working on a system to streamline this pro-
cess for more effective communication. 

 ILICA not only maintains its own relationship with 
legislative contacts, Illinois along with other state chapters have 
a combined voice in Washington DC through national LICA.  
Each year, representation from ILICA travels to Washington 
DC along with several other chapters, to lobby their congress-
men and women regarding legislation that affects land improve-
ment contractors.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 
 

1st Area 5 Member Meeting 
Dinner & IDOT Regulations Update 

Roland Machinery Co. - Springfield, IL  
April 1, 2010 

 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Doubletree Hotel - Bloomington, IL  

May 1, 2010 - 2 pm 
 

Picnic & Summer Member Meeting 
Jon & Veronica Seevers Home - Cisco, IL  

June 26, 2010 (Exact Time TBA) 
 

Drainage Design & Advanced Drainage Workshop 
Exact Location TBA - Champaign/Urbana Area 

August 11 - 12, 2010 
 

Erosion Control Workshop 
University of Illinois South Farm - Urbana, IL 

August 18 - 19, 2010  
 

National 
 

2010 LICA Summer Convention 
Holiday Inn City Centre· Peoria, IL  

July 13 - 17, 2010 

C O N T R A C TO R 
     CL A S S I F I E D S  

 

 
 

Toreq Hydraulic Eject Scraper 
9 Yard Capacity, Front Dolley Wheels 

1 Owner, Well Maintained 

$16,000 

Call (309) 639-2015 evenings 

F O R  S A L E  

Protect yourself & your equipment from unnecessary accidents. 
Simply call 811 or 1-800-892-0123 or visit www.illinois1call.com 
two business days before tiling or digging.  
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 In a county that is often characterized as “flat as a pan-
cake,” a dirt berm 300 feet long and 13 feet high definitely 
catches your eye as you drive onto the campus of the University 
of Illinois. The berm is located south of the campus on the 
research farm of the U of I Department of Agricultural and 
Biological Engineering (ABE).  

 This berm, and the area around it, will provide a multi-
tude of research and training opportunities in erosion control 
and storm water management, said Prasanta Kalita, an agricul-
tural engineer with ABE. Kalita is a co-investigator for the pro-
ject, along with Niels Svendsen and Heidi Howard of the Con-
struction Engineering Research Laboratory (CERL) of the US 
Army Corps of Engineers.  

 Kalita said they plan to test approximately 10-15 dif-
ferent varieties of grass that grow in Illinois (and elsewhere in 
the country) to study the different grasses’ effects on erosion 
control. The berm’s slope is 3-to-1 on the front side and 2-to-1 
on the back side. There are three ditches at the base that drain 
into a small pond. Kalita said check dams will be placed on the 
ditches every few feet to learn how sediments are being trapped 
and transported through those ditches. Two of Kalita’s gradu-
ate students are designing a sprinkler irrigation system that will 
run the entire length of the berm. “That way,” said Kalita, 
“whenever we want to run tests, we can ‘rain’ on it.”  

 The research facility was funded by a $450,000 grant 
from the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). Kalita 
said IDOT plans to use the facility to train their engineers and 
technicians to install effective erosion control practices and 
develop storm water management plans for use on Illinois’ 
roads and highways. “Like everyone else,” said Kalita, “IDOT 
is required to comply with EPA regulations, and this facility will 
allow them to do the research and training they need to be 
compliant.” 

 CERL is the research arm of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the Department of Defense organization responsible for 
investigating, developing and maintaining the nation's water 
and related environmental resources. Svendsen said the DOD 
hopes to use the facility to test products and practices that can 
eventually be used on military installations around the country.  

 Originally the berm was designed to be 100 feet long 
and five feet high. But when another agency, the Illinois Land 
Improvement Contractors Association (ILICA), learned about 

the project, they were eager to contribute to its construction. 
“ILICA came on board with an in-kind contribution of 
$50,000,” said Kalita, “although in terms of work contributed, 
the amount is much larger. It enabled us to more than double 
the size of the berm, and now ILICA will be able to schedule 
time to train their people here as well.” 

 Neal Barnes, an independent contractor and an ILICA 
board member, said “This facility will broaden our perspective 
on the impact of erosion. There are factors with erosion that 
you can’t anticipate, and I think a facility like this will enable 
everyone to have a better understanding of those factors.”  

 Barnes hopes to see more research on alternative ma-
terials that can be used for erosion control, such as turf rein-
forcement mats. “Right now there are materials used that are 
fairly common,” he said, “so we seem to think they should be 
used everywhere. I’d like to see research on material that’s more 
job specific.” Barnes said the opportunity to work directly with 
different materials (“kick the tires, so to speak,”) will be invalu-
able for everyone.  

 Construction of the berm was completed in August 
and Kalita hopes to allow the site to “settle” for several months 
before beginning any tests or demonstrations. He said they will 
use the winter months to develop teaching modules that can be 
used in training. 

 Finally, Kalita said the berm will be used to involve 
students in the research process. “Right now, our students are 
developing a boat for the pond that will enable us to study it 
from the water as well as from the banks.” 

 Kalita also hopes to get funding to convert a room in 
one of the on-site buildings into a classroom. “The companies 
and organizations who will use the berm to test products are 
potential employers for our students. It will be good for our 
students to interact with them in a real-world setting.”  

 Kalita concluded, “I love to do research, but I love the 
students too. For me, to be on a campus means to be involved 
with the students. With this facility, we can do it all.” 

B E R M C H A N G E S  T H E  L A N D S C A P E  ON ABE 
RE S E A RC H F A R M  From U of I Extension Newsletter, 12.9.2009 



 

 

Refueling is an event at any jobsite. It happens so frequently that we don’t always stop to think of 
the dangers. When we are doing something as ordinary and simple as refueling we need to be espe-
cially mindful of the need to act safely Provided by: SAFETY.CAT.COM™  

Gasoline is Dangerous  
 

 Gasoline and fuel oils are designed to cause an explosion, 
preferably in the engine  

 Fuel Spills can be dangerous, in addition to being an   
environmental issue  

 Fuel fumes can cause nausea  
 
Refuel Safely  
 

 Always concentrate on the task at hand  

 NEVER smoke while refueling  

 Don’t refuel near any open flames  

 Always turn off the engine  

 Make sure the fire extinguisher is within reach  

 Be sure to chock the wheels if you feel the equipment 
may roll  

 Don’t overfill the fuel tank  

 On hot days allow for the fuel to expand  
 
Refueling Areas  
 

 Be sure the area is clearly marked  

 Always clean up all spills as quickly as possible  

 Keep an extinguisher close  

 Make sure that all garbage is picked up and that       
equipment can easily enter and leave the area  

       Discussion Date: _______________________ 

 

Employee Participants 
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S A F E T Y  FE A T U R E  -  
R E F U E L I N G  E Q U I P M E N T  
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(upper right) Jerry Biuso receives Illinois’ 2009 Shiny Shovel Award.  

(below, upper left to lower right) Welcome reception at John Deere proving 
grounds; Andy Schlicksup, CAT Marketing Strategy Consultant for Earth-
moving & Excavation Division joins the LICA Executive Directors meet-
ing to discuss how he can help with meetings in their states; Illinois dele-
gates with ED and president Steve Anderson; Wayne accepting the Entre-
preneur of the Year; Norm Kocher, Andy Schlicksup, Forrest Davis & 
Jerry Biuso; the Illinois attendees; LICA contractors pushing dirt; Another 
delicious meal and time to catch up with friends from across the country. 
Demonstration of the big John Deere equipment at Sacaton.  

 The board and delegates meetings 
were held Saturday and since Jerry Biuso was 
unable to attend the Illinois state convention, 
Award committee chair Bill Doubet, took advantage of the 
issues session to present Jerry with his Shiny Shovel award.  
Jerry has been instrumental in the success of the ILICA’s mem-
bership drive  and is very deserving of the award.  All good 
things must come to an end; and the awards banquet concluded 
the convention with a great steak dinner, hilarious comedian 
and several honors being presented.   

 Illinois was well represented once again with Wayne 
Litwiller winning the Entrepreneur of the Year Award and the 
Illinois chapter bringing home the Top State trophy for the 
second year in a row.   What a great convention! 

N A T I O NA L LICA WI N T E R 
M E E T I N G :  F U N!  F U N!  F U N!  

 Not only was Phoenix sunny and 74° for the winter 
meetings, the schedule was packed with fun pre-tours and plen-
ty of time to catch up with LICA members from across the 
country.  Illinois LICA was very well represented and everyone 
was thrilled to get out of the cold and snow, even if it was for 
just one week.   

 The Dolly Steamboat provided a beautiful water tour 
of the Arizona countryside and was a great way to start the pre-
tours off. On Wednesday, it was off to John Deere’s winter 
proving grounds in Sacaton, AZ, just outside Phoenix.  After a 
short bus ride, the group was welcomed into a beautiful out-
door theater for a live demonstration of a wide variety of John 
Deere equipment.  Following the demonstration and a short 
safety meeting, everyone headed out for the hands on operation 
of their favorite “toy”. Tractor drawn trams made it easy to get 
from one area of the proving grounds to another. 

 After a delicious lunch hosted by John Deere at the 
site, it was off to the F1 Go-Cart track for a LICA race. The 
winners of each heat ran a final race for the top 3 finishes and 
Illinois was well represented with third place going to Jon 
Seevers and Region IV V.P., Steve Miller taking second place.  
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TentaƟve Schedule 

Tuesday, July 13th ‐ University of Illinois ‐ Champaign 

Tour  of  University  /  ILICA  projects:  Arboretum Ponds, 

McFarland Memorial Bell Tower, Erosion Control TesƟng Facili-

ty; Lunch in the new skybox at Memorial Stadium; Private For-

mal Japanese Tea Ceremony and tour of gardens.  
 

Wednesday, July 14th ‐ Caterpillar Proving Grounds  

Hands-on operaƟon of CAT equipment at Edwards (indoors or 

outside, depending on weather); Tour of area CAT plant;        

OpƟonal On-Site Waste Display  

Wednesday, July 14th ‐ Ladies Tour ‐ Manito IL 

Welcome at the Village Square including complimentary  

“Manito Bucks” which can be spent at any store in town.  Live 

PoƩery demonstraƟon, bakery, Lunch downtown, Candy-

making demonstraƟon, winery tour and wine tasƟng; shopping 

on the square. 

Wednesday, July 14th ‐ Children’s Program 

The ladies can enjoy their day out while the kids stay at the 

hotel for a scavenger hunt, lunch, movie and swim party.   
 

Thursday, July 15th ‐ EducaƟonal Programs 

Topics are being finalized and will be announced soon.  

Thursday, July 15th ‐ Ladies Tour ‐Washington Square 

Lunch at Denharts Bakery, a renovated bank on the nostalgic 

square in Washington IL. AŌernoon shopping at a variety of 

specialty, anƟque and craŌ shops right on the square.  

 

Friday, July 16th ‐ CommiƩee MeeƟngs; CAT Sponsored 

Dinner with Live Equipment DemonstraƟon 

Friday, July 16th ‐ Ladies AcƟvity  

Ladies presentaƟon or speaker in the aŌernoon 
  

Saturday, July 17th ‐ Board MeeƟng ‐ Free Time AcƟviƟes 

River Front Market every Saturday am in the art district 

(walking distance or via Hotel shuƩle); AŌernoon acƟviƟes and 

entertainment are currently being researched  

N A T I O NA L LICA S U M M E R M E E T I N G  
P E O R I A,  IL   -  JU LY  13  -  17 ,  2010  



 

 

800-252-3361  www.spipipe.com 

100% Certified 

ILICA Supporter for 31 Years 

Your Supplier for Quality Drainage Products 
Fast Deliveries & Knowledgeable Staff 
Complete Line of HEAVIEST FITTINGS  

on the Market 

Quality You Can Count On,  
The Treatment You Deserve 

VIRGIN Resin Only 


