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Thanks to the convention committee for their 
hard work on this years convention, especially 
for the “ILICA Dynasty Olympics” games. 

Chair - Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Bill Dean   ~   Greg & Jennifer Furkin 

Corey & Whitney Getz 
Kristin Kutemeier   ~   Mike & Holly Yordy 
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 

The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 

The thrifty and prudent 

The poor man’s joy and comfort 

The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 

The foundation of banks 
 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  

unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 

Board Meeting Notice 
 

Regular Board Meeting 

March 15, 2014 2 pm 

Committee Meetings 10 am - 1 pm 

Lunch provided on site 
 

Gallagher - Heiser Insurance Agency 

133 N. Main St., Morton, IL  

Map & Directions on page 19 
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Greetings from frigid Kempton,    

 It's definitely been a brutal win-

ter and not supposed to be much relief 

any time soon.  I was in Florida last week 

for a few days and they are complaining 

about a cold front of 60 degrees.  I told 

them,  “If you want to see a cold front, come back with me to 

Chicago.  It’s supposed to be a high of -17 on January 27th.”  I 

got no takers. 

 We just got done with another good convention alt-

hough we’d like to see more participation to make it even bet-

ter.  Next year I'm going to push for more personal contact with 

our new members.  The convention committee did an excellent 

job again this year and we thank them for this.  It's a lot of work 

behind the scenes. Corey, you need to get a chair with wider 

legs, I lost a point there!! 

  Don't forget to register for the upcoming work-

shops.  There is more information in the newsletter.  They are 

one of the membership benefits so utilize them for continuing 

education. 

 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E  

 In March, the National LICA meeting  will be held 

along with ConEXPO in Las Vegas i.e. “Lost Wages.”  The 

meetings are March 2nd & 3rd with the show later in the 

week.  We have an Illinois member, Steve Anderson, running 

for National Vice President.  Let's do all we can to support 

Steve as he’s been a great Region 4 VP.   

 The March board meeting will be held a week later 

than normal, March 15th, due to many members attending 

National.  We have several upcoming events planned so keep 

an eye out for the announcements and see what might be of 

interest to you. 

 Be safe and keep warm - David Haag, President 
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N E W  M E M B E R S  

Active Contractors 

Carl Michel - Michel Ag Service Inc. 

1691 N 430 East Road 

Pawnee, IL 62558 

Ph: 217-623-4160 
 

Mark Rennegarbe - C & M Farms Inc. 

11727 Jefferson Road 

Addieville, IL 62214 

Ph: 618-580-6296 
 

Ben Jackson - B.K. Jackson Bulldozing & 

Excavating, Inc. 

26865 Mt. Ragan Road 

Hettick, IL 62649 

Ph: 217-414-1939 
 

Patrick Duffy 

19014 N 1275 East Road 

Pontiac, IL 61764 

Ph: 815-842-2007 
 

John Telford Jr. - Telford Farms 

709 Boulder Dr 

Pontiac, IL 61764 

Ph: 815-674-3242 
 

Brian Frederick - Frederick’s Pioneer Electric, Inc. 

R.R. 1, Box 41 

Lawrenceville, IL 62439 

Ph: 812-887-9641 
 

Wayne Wakefield - Wayne’s Tree Service 

R.R. 3, Box 328 

Lawrenceville, IL 62439 

Ph: 618-943-2453 
 

Lee Ann Terry - Terry’s Outdoor 

Services Inc. 

6200 New Missouri Ave. 

Centreville, IL 62207 

Ph: 618-332-5010 
 

Ryan Moore - LRS Farm Drainage LLC 

32291 Pike Road 

Medora, IL 62063 

Ph: 618-729-3203 

 

Envision Insurance Group LLC is proud to announce that Larry 
ORussa Insurance Services Inc. has merged and become a part 
of the Envision Insurance Group family.  The Larry ORussa office 
and staff will continue to operate at their current location, 300 E 
War Memorial Dr., Peoria, Illinois.   
Long time Envision employee Tim Neuhauser will be at the Larry 
ORussa Insurance location on a daily basis to help with this tran-
sition.  Tim has 21 years insurance experience and is well versed 
in commercial and personal insurance. 

Affiliate Members 

 

Alliance Pipeline LP 

Dan Munthe 

6385 Old Shady Oak Rd. Ste. 150 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

Alliance Pipeline LP 

Brian Peterson 

6155 E Us Route 6 

Morris, Il 60450 
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Source: Paige  Mitchell Buck -  Public Information Officer, Illinois NRCS 

NRCS A N N O U N C E S  S I G N -U P  DA T E S  F O R  
N A T I O NA L  W A T E R  QUA L I T Y  I N I T I A T I V E  
I N  5  I L L I N O I S  W A T E R S H E D S   

Agricultural Producers located in priority watersheds will be able to 
participate 

 Champaign, IL, January 21, 2014 - State Conservationist 

Ivan Dozier announced the continuation of the National Water 

Quality Initiative in Illinois for fiscal year 2014.  USDA’s Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) will manage the 

initiative by making financial and technical assistance available 

to farmers and forest landowners to improve water quality in 

priority watersheds. The National Water Quality Initiative was 

offered in three impaired Illinois watersheds starting in 2012 

and then in 2013, two additional watersheds were added in Ver-

milion County. Now, applications will be accepted in all five 

watersheds in 2014. Illinois farmers and forest landowners in 

the watersheds have until February 21, 2014 to submit an ap-

plication for the National Water Quality Initiative first applica-

tion cutoff. 

• Douglas Creek Watershed - 14,300 acres in St. Clair County 

• Crooked Creek-Bon Pas Watershed - 33,266 acres in parts 

of Richland, Wabash, Edwards, & Lawrence Counties 

• Lake Vermilion Watershed - 17,656 acres in Vermilion 

County 

• Lake De Revey Watershed – 19,168 acres in Vermilion 

County 

• Painter Creek Watershed – 22,775 acres in Vermilion 

County 

The priority watersheds cover more than 107,000 acres and all 

five watersheds have been identified as impaired with degraded 

water quality issues. Eligible producers with concerns such as 

soil erosion and water quality can apply for funds from the En-

vironmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) for imple-

menting conservation practices such as cover crops, grassed 

waterways, terraces, and water and sediment control basins. 

While NRCS accepts applications for financial assistance on a 

continuous basis, three application cutoffs will be held for the 

National Water Quality Initiative in Illinois. The first cutoff is 

on February 21, 2014, a second application cutoff on March 

21, 2014 and if funds allow, a third on April 18, 2014. 

To apply, eligible producers should contact their local NRCS 

Field Office.  For more information about the National Water 

Quality Initiative and NRCS’ programs, initiatives and services 

in Illinois, visit us online at www.il.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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LOCATION:   

Jumer’s Casino & Hotel  ~  777 Jumer Drive  ~  Rock Island, IL 61201  ~  (800) 477.7747 

Make your Hotel reservation by February 7, 2014 to receive the special ADMC rate. 

DWM Training & TSP Certification Orientation 
Workshop February 25-26, 2014  

 

Remember 50% off new ADMC membership 
fees when you attend the workshop. The dis-
counted rate is shown below. 

    New member fee: 

 Silver $500.00/Bronze $250.00  

ADMC & LICA members discount $-200 

~Register Today~ 

Please return form (available on the ILICA 

ADMC SP O N S O R E D  DWM TSP T R A I N I N G :  

website) and payment by February 7, 2014 to 
avoid any late charges. Late fee of $50 will be 
applied after February 7th 
 

Registration has been limited to 30 trainees. 
 

Remember 50% off new ADMC membership 
fees when you attend the workshop. 



 

 

Source: www.rd.com. For more creative ideas, go online and search for “unique egg decorating ideas” 
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What To Do: 

Dye egg blue and let dry completely. Cut a wing from printed paper 

and glue to the side of the egg. Cut a triangle from the yellow card-

stock, fold a tab at the flat end and adhere to the end of the egg 

with glue. Let dry and draw an egg with the black marker.  (Tips: Cut 

the wings from old note and greeting cards. The wing in this photo 

above is from a recycled thank you note.) 

You Name It Eggs  

These personalized eggs are perfect 

as place cards for Easter dinner. 

You’ll Need: 

What To Do:  Rest an egg sideways on an egg holder 

and dip in dye bath of desired color, but hold the egg so the top 

third of it stays above the dye bath and remains white.  Let dry 

completely. Pour a small amount of acrylic paint in desired color on 

a plastic plate or wax paper. Dip the non-brush end of a small 

paintbrush into the paint and dab on the egg to create a dot. Paint 

dots around the white oval. When the paint dries, apply letter stick-

ers to spell a name or one sticker for an initial. (Tips: Letters usually 

have a white background and since these eggs are only partially dyed, 

the white background blends in with the egg.) 

ILICA Ladies Page: 

Bluebird Egg 

Display these side-view bids in little nests or on a bed of grass. Use 

a variety of prints and colors to create a whole flock! 

You’ll Need:   

Unique Easter Egg Decorating Ideas 

Still merely dunking an Easter egg in dye?  This Easter, take your eggs one step further with 
these different decorating techniques. All of the designs are easy and inexpensive to create. 

The Perfect Pair of Eggs 

What’s Easter without a bunny and a 

carrot?   

• Eggs 

• Store-bought egg dye (blue) 

• Printed paper or cardstock 

• Yellow cardstock 

• Scissors 

• Craft Glue 

• Fine tip black marker 

 

 

• Eggs 

• Store-bought egg dyes 

• Wire egg holder 

• Acrylic craft paint 

 

 

Lazy Daisy Eggs 

The beauty of these eggs belies how 

unbelievably easy they are to make.  

 You’ll Need: 

What to do: 

Dye egg desired color and 

let dry completely. Adhere stickers and 

smooth well with your fingers.  That’s it!  

(Tips: No need to stick with daisies … use other 

flowers or any design that tickles you.) 

Or dye eggs yellow and draw faces on them! 

 

• Eggs 

• Store-bought egg dyes 

• Daisy stickers 

• Store-bought orange egg dye 

• Pink pom-pom  

• White foam sheet or cardstock 

• 1/2” wide green curling ribbon 

• Fine tip black marker 

What to do:  For Frog: Dye egg lime green and let dry completely. 

Cut out large semi-circle from green foam and 2 small semi-circles 

from white. With the black marker, draw a mouth on the green 

piece and dots for eyes on the white pieces. Apply craft glue to the 

back of the green piece and adhere to egg. Use invisible tape to 

hold the piece on the egg until the glue dries. Dab glue on the flat 

end of each eye and adhere to the top of the egg. Let dry com-

pletely.  For Monkey: Dye egg light brown and let dry. Cut out a 

large circle and 2 small semi-circles from brown foam. With the 

black marker, draw a nose and mouth on the large circle. Follow 

the instructions for the frog to glue circles and ears on the egg. 

When dry, draw eyes on the egg with the marker.  For Pig: Dye egg 

pink and let dry. Cut out a large circle and 2 small triangles from 

pink foam. With the black marker draw nostrils on the large circle. 

Follow the instructions for the frog to glue the circle and ears on 

the egg. When dry, draw the eyes on with the marker.  For chick: 

Cut out a beak shape from orange foam. With the black marker, 

draw two lines on the beak. Follow gluing instructions above. 

When dry, draw eyes on the egg with  marker. (Tips: When cutting out 

shapes, keep eggs handy so you cut pieces to scale or draw shape in pencil on 

the back before cutting as a guide.) 

• Small paintbrush 

• Small letter stickers 

 

• Eggs 

• Stapler 

• Scissors 

• Craft glue 

• Invisible tape 

You’ll Need: 

What to do:  For bunny: Use a clean, white egg. Glue the pink pom-

pom on the center of the egg. Cut out ear shapes from white foam 

or cardstock. Dab flat ends of ears with glue and adhere to the top 

of the egg. When completely dry, draw eyes and whiskers on the 

egg with black marker.  For carrot:  Dye egg orange and let dry 

completely.  Cut 5 pieces of ribbon, each about 10 inches long. 

Stack ribbon pieces, fold in half, and staple at fold. With scissors, 

curl ribbons. Fold a small tab in the ribbon at the staple point. Dab 

glue on the tab and adhere to the top of the wider end of the egg.  

Use invisible tape to hold the ribbon in place until the glue dries. 

(Tips: If you use cardstock, add a tab 

at the end of each ear to more easily 

glue it to the egg.) 

 

 You’ll need: 

 

Zoo-egg-ology 

These cute, easy egg animals are fun 

to make for both kid and grown-ups. 

• Eggs 

• Small sharp scissors 

• Invisible tape  

• Craft glue 

• Fine tip black marker 

• Store-bought egg dyes (lime 
green, yellow, brown & pink) 

• Foam sheets (green, brown, 
pink, orange & white)  



 

 

 

THANK YOU!  

ADS 

AGCO 

Altorfer Inc. 

Caterpillar Inc. 

Eager Beaver Trailers 

Envision Insurance Group 

Fratco Inc. 

Great Lakes Inter Drain 

H & S Company 

Hickenbottom Inc. 

Martin Equipment Inc. 

Northland Trenching Equipment 

Port Industries Inc. 

Precision Intakes Ltd. 

 Prins Insurance Inc.              Unit-
ed Fire Group 

Prinsco Inc. 

Schlatter’s Inc. 

Springfield Plastics Inc. 

Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile 
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 The ILICA Dynasty 2014 convention and members 

meeting started off with some of the best decorations we’ve had 

so far, and that’s really saying something!  The “:Duck Blind” 

registration area welcomed our guests as they walked in the 

conference center as well as providing some screened work area 

behind it for putting the finishing touches on the game props 

and a place to store registration gifts and office supplies items.   

 The trade show had 30 exhibitors and our associate 

membership exceeded all expectations with the outstanding 

sponsorship we received this year.  And thanks to the encour-

agement of Scott and Larry Philyaw, another contractor has 

joined ILICA after visiting the show on 

Thursday.  Ryan Moore decided our associa-

tion is just what he’s been looking for to help 

build his business, so we welcome him and 

our other new members listed on page 5.  

(above) The outstanding “ILICA Dynasty” registration duck blind. (below) 
A couple of pics in the exhibit hall and our 
handsome and generous group of exhibitors.   

A N OT H E R  Y E A R  OF  OU T S TA N D I N G  SU P P O RT  
F O R  T H E  ILICA W I N T E R  C O N V E N T I O N  

ADMC 

ADS 

AGCO 

AGPS - Mike Cook 

Agri Drain Corp 

Alliance Pipeline 

Ameren Illinois 

Birkey’s 

Brown Bear Corp 

CIT Group Inc. 

Eager Beaver Trailers 

Fratco Inc. 

Great Lakes Inter Drain 

Hickenbottom Inc. 

Illinois NRCS 

JCG Midwest Drainage Products  

J.U.L.I.E. 

Ken Howe Advertising 

Martin Equipment  

Metal Culverts Inc. 

Midwest Auger-Aerator 

Northland Trenching Equipment 

Port Industries Inc. 

Precision Intakes Ltd. 

Prins Insurance Inc. / 
United Fire Group 

Prinsco Inc. 

RWF BRON 

Schlatter's Inc 

Springfield Plastics Inc. 

Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile 

  

E X H I B I TO R S  

SP O N S O R S  

  



 

 

By Ed O'Keefe : http://www.washingtonpost.com  January 26 at 1:43 pm 

           Aides said that talks were still focused on settling con-

cerns with whether to end price controls on the dairy industry. 

Boehner and other Republicans argue that the program has 

cost taxpayers billions of dollars and needlessly drives up the 

cost of milk, cheese and yogurt. But lawmakers of both parties 

from dairy states across the country argue that some kind of 

government support system is needed to bolster dairy farmers 

during downturns. 

           Talks were also focused on settling concerns over how 

to label livestock that is born in places like Canada or Mexico 

but raised and slaughtered in the United States. New federal 

"country of origin labeling" rules that took affect last year re-

quire labels explaining where a meat product was born, raised 

and slaughtered. The rules have been challenged in federal 

court by the livestock industry amid concerns that they could 

upset trade relations with Canada and Mexico. 

           Negotiators were also still working on whether to put 

limits on the Agriculture Department's "actively engaged" 

farmer program. Sen. Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa) and other 

fiscal conservatives have argued that loopholes in the program 

have wasted taxpayer money by paying people who don't actu-

ally live on or work on a farm. But many southern lawmakers 

believe the  is critical to farms in their states. 

           A final version of the Farm Bill, 

legislation that accounts for billions of 

dollars in federal spending and has lin-

gered on the congressional to-do list for 

two years, is expected to be unveiled as early as Monday, with 

final passage likely in the coming days, according to several 

aides familiar with the talks.  

           If an agreement is finalized Monday, senior House aides 

said that Republican leaders will bring the measure up for a vote 

in the House, where they believe it will pass with sufficient bi-

partisan support. The bill would then move to the Senate and 

likely be approved before a mid-February recess. 

           "We remain optimistic that we can reach agreement in 

time to be on the floor next week," House Agriculture Commit-

tee Chairman Frank D. Lucas (R-Okla.) said in a message to his 

colleagues sent over the weekend. The message asked members 

working on the legislation to return to Washington in time for a 

possible meeting Monday morning. Aides later said that signa-

tures of support for the compromise were being collected in 

case not enough lawmakers returned in time. 

           The legislation couples together billions of dollars in 

funding for food stamps, formally known as the Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program, with myriad concerns regarding 

all aspects of farming, from price support programs, to im-

portant details of food labeling and the treatment of livestock. 

Supporters often note that the bill affects roughly 16 million 

jobs in the agricultural sector, making it one of the largest jobs 

bills Congress has debated in recent years. 

           Final passage of the bill would cap years of sensitive 

talks led by Senate Democrats and House Republicans that con-

tinued in a relatively cooperative fashion despite the partisan 

rancor that has upset debate on other subjects. But negotiations 

teetered on the brink of collapse last summer when the Repub-

lican-led House split apart the omnibus bill and held separate 

votes to dramatically cut funding for the federal food stamp 

program and another to deal with most farming-related policy. 

           More recently, House Speaker John A. Boehner (R-

Ohio) threatened not to allow votes on the bill if it included a 

government dairy price support program he considered "Soviet-

style" but has been backed by members of both parties. 

           With thousands of pages of policy to write, staffers on 

both sides of the Capitol Hill spent the weekend settling several 

remaining areas of concern. 
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F A R M  B I L L  A G R E E M E N T  E X P E C T E D  T H I S  
W E E K ,  W I T H  F I NA L  PA S S A G E  W I T H I N  DA Y S  

           The sensitive subject of food stamp money was settled 

weeks ago. Plans call for eliminating about $9 billion in SNAP 

funding over the next decade by tweaking the rules of a federal 

heating assistance program that some states use to determine a 

person's eligibility for food aid, according to aides familiar with 

the negotiations. The cuts are a compromise between a pro-

posed $4 billion cut in food stamp money approved by the 

Senate in June and nearly $40 billion in cuts approved by the 

House as Republicans sought to overhaul eligibility require-

ments for SNAP. 

           Although many liberals and conservatives are expected 

to reject the food stamp compromise as too severe or insuffi-

cient, House and Senate lawmakers and aides still expect the 

overall bill to easily pass -- if only so that Congress can move 

on to other issues. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/2011/02/02/ABqNUZE_page.html
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L A D I E S  C O M M I T T E E  T-SH I RT  QU I LT  P RO J E C T !  

 Judy Beyers asked at this years convention if it 

would be alright for her to work on a project to raise funds 

for ladies activities at next year’s convention.  This has been 

a tradition for years with the ILICA ladies committee, as 

they were totally self-funded for a lot of our history.   

 Judy is asking for ILICA contractors to contribute 

a company t-shirt with your logo, (and the ILICA logo if 

you use that too!) front or back, but she does ask that you 

provide the entire shirt, so it can be worked into the quilt.  

This is a ministry Judy does at home with friends, one she 

enjoys and wanted to share with our organization.  She will 

use the donated shirts to make a quilt (or 2) that will be sold 

at next year’s auction for the ladies fund.  

 If you’re willing to be a part of this endeavor, 

please bring a new or gently used company t-shirt to the 

next meeting you attend, send it to the ILICA office or drop 

it by if you’re in the Brimfield area sometime.  We’ll make 

sure they get to Judy so she can get started on this project 

(in her spare time … around grandbabies, farming, excavat-

ing, you know …) which should be quite an item by the 

time next year’s convention rolls around.  

 She said not to worry about the colors, that’s what makes 

a quilt interesting. If you have questions, contact the ILICA office 

for more information.  ILICA has a shirt or two we can put in for 

seed but we’ll need a lot more to make this work.   

 

Deadline is March 15, 2014 
National LICA is once again awarding scholarships!  
To be eligible you must be related to an active 
Contractor member.  This includes: spouse, child, 
grandchild, step-child. 

 

The application is available on the Nation-
al LICA Website: www.licanational.com 

 

 

 

2014 National LICA Scholarships! 

D & L Drainage, LLC 

 

Williamsfield, IL 
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Side to Side tilt Standard 
Universal Quick Attach Standard 
Online video at: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYsy5WB_9tE 
sales@brownbearcorp.com 
www.brownbearcorp.com 

W I N T E R  C O N V E N T I O N  P H OTO S  

(top row) Dorothy & Ron Curtis and Norm Kocher are entertained by some of our “ILICA 
Olympians” while Lindsey and Grant visit with the Bakers during Friday’s games. Some of our 
younger contestants at the Hillbilly Golf event.  (second row) Head table, left of podium, Craig 
Robeen, Altorfer Sales Manager, Jerry Biuso, LICA CEO, Adam Zimmermann, Caterpillar 
Inc. and our Master of Ceremonies. Right of the podium, ILICA President Dave Haag and wife 
Marsha, V.P. Tom Beyers with wife Judy. (above) Educational session on Filing a Large Loss 
Claim featuring the Dean Drainage fire loss. (left) Award winners: Marie Bunting received Mrs. 
Contractor and Dave Haag, Mr. Contractor.  Day Drainage, David Kennedy and Brian Brooks 
received Merit Awards for their roles in the tiling project in Decatur this summer. 



 

 

Source: Richard Cooke; This is the first time these results have been published and we are honored that Richard chose to share it here first.  

The Illinois Drainage Guide provides recommendations 

for drainage depth and spacing for over 250 soils in Illinois, 

based on computer simulations using measured soil 

properties and historic rainfall records. Questions often arise 

as to whether or not these recommendations are outdated; 

indeed there is a trend towards using shallower tiles placed 

closer together. Over the past 12 years Illinois Extension has 

established several field-scale sites with paired drainage 

systems, in order to characterize yield response to drainage 

system design. The resulting data is being used to update 

the recommendations in the Drainage Guide.  In this article, 

yield results from one such site are presented.  

Two drainage systems were installed in November, 

2002, in a field in Livingston County. This was truly a 

cooperative endeavor; the land owners, Gary and Steve 

Kahle, allowed the systems to be installed in one of their 

fields, and agreed to share yield data. Timewell Tile donated 

the tile and the system was installed by Illinois LICA 

contractors, Ed and Mike Kendricks.  Two near-equal 

sections of the field were selected, and one of two drainage 

systems was assigned to each section. The locations and soil 

information for these two sections are shown in Figure 1. 
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The dominant soils in the field are Ashkum (232) and  

Martinton (189). The Drainage Guide recommends that tiles 

be installed 3 to 3.5 feet deep, 75 to 95 feet apart; and 3 to 

3.5 feet deep, 70 to 90 feet apart for these two soils, 

respectively. In one system the tiles were installed 3.5 feet 

deep, 80 feet apart, consistent with the recommendations, 

and the other was installed 2.5 feet deep, 60 feet apart. 

These systems will be referred to as the wide and narrow 

systems, respectively, in this article. The laterals were 4” in 

diameter. Both systems were designed so that the laterals 

would not be more that 3” above or below the 2.5’ or 3.5’ 

design depth.  

The entire field was farmed as one unit without regard 

for the underlying drainage systems. The field was in a corn/

soybean rotation for the first four years after the tiles were 

installed (2003-2006), and has been planted to continuous 

corn since 2007. Annual rainfall, taken from the Pontiac 

station which is within 30 miles of the site, was below 

average for 5 of the 11 years, above average for 5 years, and 

about average in 2004. Rainfall was 31% below average in 

the driest year, and 29% above average in the wettest.   

The yield files for the entire field were converted to 

shapefiles, and clipped to obtain 

the yield within each of the 

sections underlain by the two 

drainage systems (Figure 2).  The 

clipped maps were then analyzed 

using a yield analysis routine 

available on the Illinois Drainage 

Guide (http://www.wq.illinois.edu/

dg/Equations/yields.exe).  The 

interface for this routine is shown 

in Figure 3. The routine is currently 

being modified to accept input 

data from grid and comma 

delimited files, in addition to 

shapefiles.  

Effect of tile depth and spacing on crop yield 

 

Figure 1. Drainage system and soil information for the Livingston County Yield research site.   

 

  

 

http://www.wq.illinois.edu/dg/Equations/yields.exe
http://www.wq.illinois.edu/dg/Equations/yields.exe


 

 

Table 1 
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Yield results are presented in Table 1. These results are 

based on trimmed yield files; the top and bottom 0.5% yield 

values were removed.  In 2003, the first crop year after the 

systems were installed, the mean yield was higher, and yield 

was less variable for the narrow system. However these 

trends were reversed in all the subsequent years. For the 

two soybean years, the wide system yield exceeded the 

narrow system yield by an average of 4.5 bu/ac. With the 

exclusion of 2003, wide system corn yield exceed narrow 

system corn yield by an average of 24 bu/ac, and wide 

system yield variability was, on average, 23% less than 

narrow system yield variability.  In 2012 and 2013, however, 

yield was less variable over the narrow system. There was 

no difference in grain moisture content for the two years in 

which soybeans were grown.  However, grain moisture 

content over the narrow system was, on average, 0.64% 

lower than over the wide system.  

Effect of tile depth and spacing on crop yield 

Narrow, shallow systems are often presented as 

performing better in drought years. In this particular 

instance, this was not consistent with the 2012 results, 

when yield of the wide deep system exceed yield over the 

narrow shallow system by 24 bu/ac.  

Preliminary results from the Livingston County paired 

drainage system site support the use of the depth/spacing 

combination recommended for Ashkum and Martinton in 

the Illinois Drainage Guide. There are three other sites with 

similarly paired drainage systems with more than six years 

of yield data. Data from all four sites will be analyzed in 

greater detail and submitted to a scientific journal.  

I would like to acknowledge the support of Gary and 

Steve Kahle for drainage research in Illinois. Their farm was 

the site of the first subsurface bioreactor in the Midwest.  

Figure 2. Field yield map clipped to obtain yields for the section underlain 

by each of the two drainage systems.   

Year 
Annual Rainfall / 

Mean  Annual 
Rainfall 

Narrow System 
Yield (bu/ac) 

Wide System 
Yield (bu/ac) 

Standard  
Deviation Ratio 
(Narrow/ Wide) 

Narrow System 
Moisture  

Content (%) 

Wide System 
Moisture  

Content (%) 

2003 85% 156 148 0.80 17.0 18.4 

2004 98% 53 58 1.73 9.1 9.2 

2005 69% 181 193 1.36 16.2 16.2 

2006 109% 44 48 1.74 12.9 12.8 

2007 128% 196 211 1.58 15.1 15.1 

2008 118% 195 234 2.11 17.0 18.8 

2009 129% 205 222 1.23 25.3 26.0 

2010 88% 165 197 1.39 14.9 15.9 

2011 109% 164 194 1.84 15.9 16.3 

2012 74% 55 79 0.85 16.1 16.6 

2013 89% 196 221 0.93 15.8 16.5 

Figure 3. Interface for the Illinois Drainage 

Guide’s Yield Analysis routine.   
 

 

 

 

C o n t .  
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Andrews Oil Company 

“T H A N K  YO U ”  T O  OU R  A R E A  8  
M E M B E R S H I P  M E E T I N G  HO S T S  

 In early December, Norm Kocher coordinated two 

membership meetings in Area 8.  The first meeting was held at 

Hogg Heaven Restaurant in Mt. Carmel, hosted by Andrews Oil 

Company and a second meeting was held at and hosted by Erb 

Equipment Company in Mt. Vernon.  Both meetings featured a 

safety presentation by Roger Watwood, the Southern Illinois 

Damage Prevention Manager from JULIE.  

 At both events, the food was outstanding (and if you 

haven’t been to Hogg Heaven in Mt. Carmel, I’d recommend  

stopping in if you’re ever anywhere near there) and a nice crowd 

was present to hear the latest news regarding the JULIE one-call 

system.  Roger spent time after the presentation with some 

members one on one and contacted the ILICA office afterward 

to follow up with some of them.  We appreciate Roger’s time 

and willingness to help us out with these Area 8 meetings.  

 Brad and Rick Andrews from Andrews Oil have our 

sincere appreciation for hosting us in a area that we haven’t 

spent a lot of time in, yet several long time members attended 

along with a few prospects, making it a productive meeting for 

everyone involved. Larry Medders and Erb Equipment also 

have our sincere appreciation for their continued support for 

our membership efforts in Southern Illinois.  Larry and Norm 

have even spent some time since then signing up new members 

together.  And that kind of support is really appreciated!  

 These gracious hosts coordinated the meetings on the 

ground level and took time to welcome us to their “neck of the 

woods” on some rather chilly nights.  But the hospitality and 

the food was warm and we have added 4 more contractors to 

our member count … and Norm is still going strong. Our con-

tractor membership remains at more than 200 and growing! 
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2013 Committees 
Associate 

Corey Getz - ADS / Hancor, Chair 

Mark Baker - Springfield Plastics 

Mike Bierbaum - CPI Supply 

Dave Mosier - ADS / Hancor 

Chad Nicholson - Fratco, Inc. 

John Pogge - Prinsco, Inc. 
 

Auditing 

Bill Dean, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Ron Masching 
 

Awards 

Bill & Bev Dean, Chair 

Brent & Tracy Breedlove 

Bill & Janet Doubet 
 

Budget 

Tom Beyers, Chair 

Dan Day 

Bill Dean 

Dave Haag 

Dave Hurst 
 

By-Laws 

Stuart Anderson, Chair 

Bill Doubet 

Dave Hurst 

Stan Seevers 

Joe Streitmatter 
 

Certification 

Dave Hurst, Chair 

Wayne Litwiller 

Ron Masching 

Prof. Kent Mitchell, retired U of I 

Stan Seevers 
 

Certification Board 

Dave Hurst, Chair 

Forrest Davis 

Dave Kennedy 

Wayne Litwiller 

Ron Masching 
 

Convention 

Brent & Tracy Breedlove, Chair 

Bill Dean 

Greg & Jennifer Furkin 

Corey & Whitney Getz 

Kristin Kutemeier 

Mike & Holly Yordy 
 

Devotions 

Jean Davis, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Norm & Coretha Rozendaal 
 

Education 

Brent Breedlove, Chair 

Brad Baker 

Tom Beyers 

Richard Cooke: Univ. of Illinois 

Corey Getz 

Kristin Kutemeier 

Eric Layden 

Mike Yordy 
 

Executive Committee  

David Haag, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Tom Beyers 

Janet Burtle-Doubet 

Bill Dean 

David Kennedy 
 

Golf Outing 

Wayne Litwiller/Bill Dean - Co-Chairs 

Jerry Biuso 

Brian Brooks 

Norm Kocher 
 

Headquarters 

Dan Day, Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Mark Baker 

David Haag 

Ron Masching 
 

Industrial & Business Relations 

Bill Doubet, Chair 

Dan Day 

Bill Dean 

Wayne Litwiller 

Mike Yordy 
 

Insurance 

Dan Day, Chair 

Charlie Adams 

Lori Kennedy 

John McCoy 

Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Ladies 

Marsha Haag, Chair 

Judy Beyers 

Bev Dean 

Cathy Masching 

Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Legislative 

Steve Anderson, Chair 

Tom Beyers 

Lee Bunting 

Bill Doubet 

Dave Hurst 

Norm Kocher 

Joe Streitmatter 

Mike Yordy 

Long Term Planning 

Steve Anderson, Chair 

Stuart Anderson 

Dan Day 

Bill Doubet 

Ron Masching 
 

Membership 

Wayne Litwiller, Co-Chair 

Norm Kocher, Co-Chair 

Steve Anderson 

Mark Baker 

Tom Beyers 

Brent Breedlove 

Brian Brooks 

Forrest Davis 

Dan Day 

Scott Day 

Bill Dean 

Bill Doubet 

Eugene Glueck 

Ron Masching 

Larry Rhodenbaugh 
 

Nomination 

Joe Streitmatter, Chair 

Brian Brooks 

Dan Day 

Dave Hurst 
 

On-Site Waste 

Wayne Litwiller, Chair 

John McCoy 

Larry Rhodenbaugh 

Jason Winings 
 

Picnic 

Steve Anderson / Bill Dean 
 

Publicity 

Bill Doubet, Chair 

Mark Baker 

Wayne Litwiller 
 

Safety 

Doug Nicholson, Chair 

Brent Breedlove 

Dave Hurst 

Dave Kennedy 

Carol Kiley 

John McCoy 

Jason Winings 
 

Show & Other Income 

Brent Breedlove, Co-Chair 

Dave Kennedy, Co-Chair 

Brian Brooks 

Joe Krupps 

Wayne Litwiller 

John McCoy 

Joe Streitmatter 
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Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, Inc. 
 

118 E. Knoxville  ·  PO Box 474  ·  Brimfield, IL 61517 
(309) 446-3700   ·    Fax: (309) 446-3744   ·   Email: janet@illica.net 

• CUI - Cable/Utility Inst. 

• DB - Directional Boring      

• DI - Drainage/Irrigation    

•  DWM - Drainage Water Mgmt    

•  EC - Erosion Control     

• EMC - Earthmoving/Land Clearing   

• EXG - Excavating/Grading      

• GR - Gravel/ Rock Production    

•  LL - Land Leveling      

•  LS - Landscaping    

• ODW - Open Ditch Leveling  

• OSW—On Site Waste Treatment 

•  PD - Ponds / Dams   

•  RBD - Road Boring/Drainage 

•  R - Reclaimation  

•  SA - Dealer/Service Co./Government Agency/
 Consultant/Insurance Agency 

•  SP - Site Prep 

•  SWU - Sewer/Water/Underground Utilities     

•  TH - Trucking / Hauling  

•  TW - Terraces / Waterways  

•  WM - Water Management 
 

Other: __________________________________    

Active Contractor Membership - $295  

(One hundred seventy dollars ($170) for Illinois Membership plus One hundred twenty five dollars ($125) for National Membership) 
(Active members are individuals engaged in the business of entering into contracts for performing work that will result in soil, land, 
natural resource conservation or rehabilitation, water conservation, control and prevention of soil erosion, depletion and misuse of 
natural resources and soil and water pollution and contamination.) 
 

Associate Membership - $295 (Associate members are those businesses that manufacture or sell equipment, materials or ser-

vices used by active members) 
 

Affiliate Membership - $85  (Affiliate members are individuals employed by an active member in the business that makes the 

active member eligible for membership) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Company Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Member Name: _____________________________________ Spouse’s Name ____________________________ 

Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State:  _______ Zip:  ____________ County:  ___________________ 

Phone: (_______) __________________________     Cell Phone: (_______) _____________________________ 

Fax:: (______) _____________________________     Email: _________________________________________ 

Website (if applicable):  _______________________________  LICA Sponsor: ___________________________ 

Check All Services Provided 

Signature:  
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F E A T U R E D  ILICA B E N E F I T :  W E S S E L S  
S H E R M A N  PH O N E  C L I E N T  P RO G R A M  

ILICA’s relationship with the outstanding Law Firm 
of Wessels - Sherman has made it possible for us 
to offer FREE telephone legal consultation to our 
contractor members.  This program seems to make 
a lot of sense for our members since many don’t 
retain human resource personnel in-house and 
may not have an established relationship with an 

As 
 Easy 

As 

Some of the types 
of questions that 
fall into the scope 
of the phone client 
program 

ILICA pays the 
monthly fee and 
our contractors 

reap the benefits! 

Take advantage of this program and call as often as you’d like.  There are no questions too 
small to run past them, if only to get a second opinion or to confirm you’re headed in the right 
direction with a potential legal issue.  

 If you aren’t using this important benefit, now might be a good time to start! 

ILICA Benefit - Legal Telephone Consultation Program 

attorney who specializes in employment and/or 
HR problems.  This program opens up a wealth of 
knowledge on these subjects with attorneys 
throughout the Midwest who are happy to discuss 
basic legal questions.   

1 
 

2 
 

3 

Mr. Laverty has asked that ILICA phone clients start 
the process by contacting him or Jennifer Lage, his 
assistant at (563) 333-9102.  They will direct your call 
to the best suited attorney at Wessels Sherman if they 
can’t answer your question.  

When you contact them, identify yourself as an “ILICA phone client”. 

Explain your issue and ask if whether your question 
falls under the phone client program if you have any 
concerns that it may result in a billable charge. 

Overtime 

Harassment 

Work Comp Issues 

Immigration Law 

The Problem Employee 

Wage Deduction Issues 

Unemployment Issues 

√ Gain access to all of the attorney’s at Wessels Sherman Law 
Firm by making this simple call. 

√ Ask for opinions on how to handle personnel problems.  

√ Inquire weather or not certain courses of action might lead to 
significant legal difficulties. 

√ Discuss whether or not particular issues or concerns require 
follow up consultations or legal research.  

  

Unfair Competition Issues 

Reductions in Force 

Company Policy Interpretation 

Employee Free Choice Act 



 

 

 

From I-74, take Exit 102, Morton Ave. to Jackson St.  Turn left 
onto Jackson St and follow it  to Main.  Turn right onto Main, 
go 4 blocks to Adams St.  Turn right onto Adams and turn right 
into the parking lot.  From I55, take Main to Adams, turn left 
and park behind the building. There is an glass entrance door 
into the building from that parking lot and our meeting room is 
down the stairway to your right..  (You’ll actually enter into a 
sandwich shop, but you’re in the right place.) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 
 

March Board Meeting 

Gallagher - Heiser Insurance Agency 

133 S. Main St - Morton, IL  

Saturday, March 15, 2014 - 2 pm 

Committee Meetings 10 am - 1 pm 

Lunch Provided on-site 
 

 

National 
 

LICA Winter Meeting 

Riviera Hotel - Las Vegas, NV 

March 2 - 3, 2014 

Con Expo - Las Vegas, NV 

March 4 - 8, 2013 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Brown Bear Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Envision Insurance Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Great Lakes Inter Drain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

JCG Midwest. . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Midwest Auger Aerator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC . . . . . . 

Precision Intakes Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance Inc./United Fire Group . .  

Prinsco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Roland Machinery Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

RWF Bron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Schlatter’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

4 

4 

12 

5 

15 

11 

2 

24 

24 

2 

24 

6 

5 

2 

23 

4 

24 

23 

 

March 15, 2014 Board Meeting Location 

Gallagher - Heiser Insurance Agency  

133 S. Main St. - Morton, IL - Ph:  (309) 263-8431 

 



 

 

Source: http://www.SafetyToolBoxTalks.com  
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 Many accidents involving utility knives occur for the 

following reasons:  

• Drawing the knife towards you instead of away from your body.  

• Working with a dull blade. (Dull blades require more pressure, in-

creasing the potential for injury.)  

• Trying to cut more than the knife can handle.  

• Improperly storing the knife with the blade extended.  

• Failing to wear personal protective equipment.  

• Neglecting to inspect the tool before use. 

 There have been cases where workers have suffered injuries 

from exposed blade tips.  This is because the blades did not com-

pletely retract into the handle. That’s why it’s important for workers 

to use the proper size blades or replace defective retraction mecha-

nisms. Some companies use self-retracting utility knives – the blade 

automatically retracts into the handle when not in use.  

 Problems also arise when some employees don’t have or 

can’t find a utility knife supplied by the company. As a result, they 

tend to use whatever is handy, such as a pocket knife or other tool 

with a sharp edge. This can quickly turn hazardous if the tool slips or 

is used incorrectly.  

 The following are safety precautions to keep in mind 

when using utility knives:  

• Wear safety glasses to protect your eyes in case a blade breaks.  

• Always use a sharp blade. They are safer than a dull blade. 

• Wear cut resistant gloves and sleeves (at least Level 3) to protect 

your hands and arms. 

• Hand a utility knife to a co-worker with the handle first.  

• Use one of the newer model self-retracting blade knives. The tech-

nology has increased the safety of this tool tremendously over the 

past several years. 

• If the application allows, use one of the new knives with a shielded 

knife surface such as the Klever Kutter or similar. 

• Consider using a rounded tip blade if the application allows for 

such. 

• Ensure the blades are properly positioned in the handle before use. 

• Keep extremities out of the cutting path.  

• Don’t apply too much pressure on the blade.  

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions when changing blades.  

• Don’t use utility knives to pry loose objects.  

• Dispose of dull or broken blades in a puncture-resistant container. 

• Use of diposable knives with breakaway blades is not meant for 

industrial use. Stay away from them. 

 Utility knives are extremely handy on the job, but they 

can also be handy in causing serious injuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Date: _____________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

SA F E T Y  F E A T U R E :  U T I L I T Y  K N I F E  SA F E T Y  
There’s one hand tool that demands your respect over many others in the workplace, a tool that can cut you to the bone 

in an instant . . . the utility knife.  Many workers use utility knives to cut farm drainage tile, strapping, puncture 

shrinkwrap and open packaging. But one wrong move and these retractable blades can do serious harm. In fact, nearly 

40 percent of all injuries attributed to manual workshop tools in the US involve knives with retractable blades.  
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 Plans have been in the making for well over a year now 

but Steve Anderson has secured Friday, June 27th for this year’s 

picnic weekend with a very special treat provided by John Deere 

in Coal Valley.  Exact times will be announced closer to the date 

but Friday afternoon, John Deere will host our group at their 

proving grounds, providing an equipment demonstration and 

the opportunity for our contractors to have hands on operation 

of their latest and greatest machines.  

 Each year at convention, our surveys indicate that our 

group would love to return to Moline and the Stoney Creek Inn, 

so we’re going to do that, only this time in the summer!  I’m 

sure many of you can remember how cold it was in 2007 and 

2008 when we were there, but we had a great time and now 

we’re going back when we can enjoy the river and other out-

door activities we missed those Januarys.  

√ Equipment Demo and Hands-On 

Equipment Operation at John Deere’s 

proving grounds in Coal Valley 

√ Evening picnic meal 

√ Saturday breakfast buffet and members 

meeting at the Stoney Creek Inn in 

Moline 

√ Several Saturday activities being 

considered. 

S U M M E R  P I C N I C ,  M E M B E R S  M E E T I N G  A N D  MO R E !  
J U N E  27 T H  & 28 T H  

 

 

 A room block will be set up at the beautiful Stoney 

Creek Inn and breakfast on Saturday will conclude with the 

members meeting before heading out for more fun, if there is 

enough interested to warrant it, on Saturday.  

2014  G O L F  OU T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

SAVE THE DATES !  

       ILICA is returning to the very hospitable Mead-

owview Golf Course in Mattoon for the 3rd Annual Ar-

ea 6 Golf Outing.   Last year’s outing brought in several 

more golfers than the first and we’d like to see that trend 

continue!  Please save the date for this fun day, come see 

Bill Dean’s new shed while you’re in the neighborhood 

and join us in Mattoon for this annual fundraiser. 

A R E A  6  -  F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  2 0 T H  

       Everyone enjoyed Pine Lakes Golf Club near Morton so 

much last year that we just have to go back for the 6th Annual 

Area 3 Golf Outing.  The course is beautiful and only sustained 

minimal damage in the tornados that went through the area this 

past fall.  The ILICA office will do a better job with directions 

and signage this year to make sure everyone gets out to the 

course, regardless of what their GPS says!  

A R E A  3  -  F R I D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 2 T H  
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