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I hope everyone had a wonderful 

holiday season surrounded by 

friends and family. Around here, I 

am truly blessed. Blessed to have a 

supportive family, good help, and 

good work. We have pretty much 

been running nonstop this fall 

with it being so dry. I haven’t had 

to think about mid-season maintenance too much in the past. 

With only a two-person crew, we jump in and out of  

machinery all day and so it’s hard to get two hundred hours on 

any one piece of equipment. Not the case this year. We have 

been performing mid-season maintenance in the field just to 

keep going.   

Here in a couple of weeks at our annual convention, I will be 

passing the gavel to Jon Seevers as our next ILICA president. 

My term is over, but I will continue helping ILICA in the  

capacity of a past president. Two years go by quickly. I want to 

thank Michelle and Ryan in the ILICA front office for making 

my job so easy. I am so happy to have been able to work 

alongside you two and get to know you and your families  

better. Thank you to the ILICA board of directors. Thank you 

for showing up to committee meetings and board meetings 

and helping steer this organization into the future and build 

upon its legacy.  Thank you to all the members and associate 

members of ILICA. We are one of the busiest LICA chapters 

in the nation. Thank you for your membership. I hope that 

every year we add value to your membership. That is our goal.  

ILICA is in a great place right now. We continue to work 

alongside our industry partners to promote land conservation 

in Illinois. We have several huge opportunities in the works 

right now. Historically, membership dues were our primary 

source of income. With our current expenses increasing every 

year and only seeing a slight increase in membership, ILICA 

has had to find alternative revenue streams. This is our future. 

It will take even more support from more of our members to 

be successful in the long term, but I have no doubt that we will 

get the support we need.   

January is a busy month. The National LICA winter  

convention will be held in Jacksonville, Florida mid-month. 

Come see for yourself how our Illinois LICA chapter shines 

on the national stage. Please join us in Champaign at the end 

of the month for our annual state convention. The convention 

committee spends all year planning this event. Every year it 

changes and evolves, and in my opinion gets better and better. 

We have lots of exciting things planned for this year. Come 

help see me out the door as your ILICA president and  

welcome in Jon as our new incoming president.   

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  ME S S A G E  

This is my last newsletter submission. It has truly been an  

honor to help lead this organization for the past two years.  

Hopefully you have learned a bit about me and my business. I 

hope I have conveyed just how much I value my membership 

to ILICA. The professional development opportunities are 

what drew me to ILICA and through the years it’s the  

friendships I have made that keep me coming back. Jon 

Seevers was one of the first people to welcome me to ILICA 

many years ago. It was friendship at first sight for me. Jon has 

taught me many things through the years. He has the pedigree, 

the knowledge, and the dedication to this organization to be a 

great leader. I welcome Jon in his new role as ILICA president.   

Best regards,  

Eric Layden 

2 0 2 4  B O A R D  M E M B E R  M T G .  A T T E N D A N C E  

A = absent              P = present           C = cancelled meeting 

Area / Director Jan March May July Sep Nov 

Pres: Eric Layden P P P P A P 

VP: Jon Seevers P P P P A P 

1st VP:  Tyler Seals P A A A P A 

Area 1 - Brian Brooks P P P A P A 

Area 1 - LaVerne Weber P P P P P P 

Area 2 - Steve Anderson P P P P P P 

Area 2 - Stuart Anderson P A P P P P 

Area 3 - Grant Curtis A A A A A A 

Area 3 - Joe Streitmatter P A P A A P 

Area 4 - David Kennedy A A P P A P 

Area 4 - Lee Bunting P P P P P P 

Area 5 - Rick Maguire - P P A P P 

Area 6 - Scott Day P P A A A A 

Area 6 - Bill Dean A A A A A A 

Area 7 - John Barttelbort - A P A A P 

Area 8 - Tom Beyers P P P P P P 

Area 8 - Tyler Seals P A A A P A 

Associate Director:  

David Randolph 
P A P A P A 
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Email: cody@ajadamsandsons.com 
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Timothy R Baer 
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Diogo Botelho 

1088 Sansome St. 

San Francisco, CA 94111 

Ph: 908-952-5721 
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N E W  ME M B E R S  

Associates 

Contractors 

B OA R D  &  M E M B E R S ’  
M E E T I N G  S C H E D U L E  

 

Unless changed by the Board during the year, the ILICA 
business meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 

Jan. 29, 2025 - Final Regular Meeting of the Board:   

      Holiday Inn, Champaign 
 

Jan. 29, 2025 - Annual Members’ Meeting:   

      Holiday Inn, Champaign 
 

March 8, 2025 - Regular Meeting of the Board (TBD) 
 

Exact location, meeting times & other details will be published in 
the ILICA News and sent to members via mail and/or email.  
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Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds, along with governors from 16 other 
states, signed a joint letter Monday urging Congress to  
reauthorize the Farm Bill and to provide “immediate financial 
assistance” to the agricultural sector.  

“Our nation’s agriculture industry is in trouble and if  
meaningful support is not provided soon, the well-being of the 
nation is at risk,” the letter read.  

The Farm Bill was last authorized in 2018, and after failing to 
reauthorize it on the typical five-year schedule in 2023,  
Congress extended the 2018 bill through the 2024 fiscal and 
crop year.  

Congress failed again in the 2024 regular session to pass a new 
Farm Bill, which allocates funding for agricultural and food 
programs, including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). Now U.S. lawmakers weigh the option to 
pass another extension of the bill, or rush to finish a new  
version during the lame duck session, before final provisions 
of the extension expire at the end of the year and new  
members are sworn in on Jan. 3.  

The group of GOP governors is asking Congress to pass a new 
version of the massive bill rather than extend the “outdated” 
2018 bill another year.  

The letter said the current farm bill has left farmers to operate 
“under a framework that is no longer viable.”  

The governors pointed to inflation, high input costs, high  
interest rates, natural disasters and agricultural trade deficits as 
“powerful headwinds” the sector has faced since the expiration 

GOP G OV E R N O R S  U RG E  R E AU T H O R I Z A T I O N  O F  
F A R M  B I L L ,  C A L L  2018  B I L L  “OU T DA T E D ”  

of the 2018 Farm Bill.  

“Another year-long extension will leave farmers working under 
an outdated plan as they continue to face evolving challenges 
in today’s agricultural landscape,” the letter said.  

In mid November, Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Michigan, chair 
of the Senate committee on agriculture, nutrition and forestry, 
issued an updated version of the “Rural Prosperity and Food 
Security Act” from earlier in the year that could serve as a new 
Farm Bill, if passed.  

The updates include $39 billion in new resources for farmers, 
families participating in the SNAP program and rural  
communities, according to its summary. 

Republican lawmakers have been unsupportive of the bill, 
with reports of House representatives rejecting the it and Sen. 
Roger Marshall of Kansas calling it “not a sincere or  
transparent effort to address the urgent needs of rural  
America.” 

The governors in their letter urged Congress to fulfill “its  
obligation to protect and revitalize the agriculture industry  
before it’s too late” by reauthorizing the bill rather than  
extending.  

“If a country can’t feed itself, fuel itself, or fight for itself, then 
it cannot survive,” the letter read. “It is imperative that the 
United States not become dependent on other countries for 
our food supply, while we have the best farmers and ranchers 
in the world right in our backyards.” 

Governors who signed the letter include Reynolds, Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey, Arkansas Gov. Sarah Sanders, Georgia Gov. 
Brian Kemp, Idaho Gov. Brad Little, Indiana Gov. Eric  
Holcomb, Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry, Mississippi Gov. Tate 
Reeves, Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, Montana Gov. Greg 
Gianforte, Nevada Gov. Joe Lombardo, Ohio Gov. Mike 
DeWine, Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, South Carolina Gov. 
Henry McMaster, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee, Utah Gov. Spencer 
Cox, and West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice. 

Source: Reprinted with permission from Iowa Capital Dispatch and author 

Cami Koons: https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/gop-governors-urge-

reauthorization-of-farm-bill-call-2018-bill-outdated/ 

Photo by Cami Koons/Iowa Capital Dispatch  

https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/gop-governors-urge-reauthorization-of-farm-bill-call-2018-bill-outdated/
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/briefs/gop-governors-urge-reauthorization-of-farm-bill-call-2018-bill-outdated/
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Grocery shopping may not be your favorite household task. 
It’s often a mundane chore, yet necessary if you want to have 
food in the house to eat. Here’s a few tips to save you time and 
money without sacrificing good nutrition. 

• Get organized and plan ahead. Use a free grocery list 
app; many major grocery stores have their own app with 
this feature. As soon as you run out of a common  
ingredient, add it to the list. Check the stores for sales and 

check your fridge, freezer and pantry for items you need 
to use up. Look for recipes utilizing these foods and make 
your list! 

• Buy canned and frozen fruits and vegetables to have 
on hand. Fresh doesn’t last forever so supplement with 
no added salt canned veggies and buy canned fruits 
packed in its own juices. Look for frozen plain vegetables 
and fruits. 

• Buy with convenience in mind, but only when it 
makes sense. Some stores are selling pre-cut fresh fruits 
and vegetables. Pre-cut butternut squash, which is not an 
easy one to slice, may be worth the extra money. For a 
household of one, buying small bags of popcorn so that it 
stays fresh for longer, may be worth the extra cost if 
you’re having to throw out stale popcorn. However, many 
ready prepared foods are high in saturated fat sodium and 
may not be the most nutritionally sound options. 

• Read the Nutrition Facts and ingredients label.  
Compare labels and go for the lowest amount of saturated 
fat, sodium and added sugars. When buying bread or other 
grains, look for the word “whole” as the first ingredient.  

Source: Reprinted with permission from author Jenna Smith, U of I Nutrition & Wellness Educator -  

https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/simply-nutritious-quick-and-delicious/2023-10-06-grocery-shopping-tips-save-time-and-money  

Grocery Shopping Tips to Save 

Time & Money 

https://extension.illinois.edu/blogs/simply-nutritious-quick-and-delicious/2023-10-06-grocery-shopping-tips-save-time-and-money
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University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign conducted a  
comprehensive study, supported by funding from the Illinois 
Nutrient Research and Education Council (NREC-2018-3-
360624-356). This article for the ILICA newsletter highlights 
the project, “Assessing Tile Depth and Spacing Impact on  
Nutrient Losses and Crop Production.” This initiative provides 
critical insights into best practices for sustainable water  
management, helping Illinois farmers make informed decisions 
to reduce nutrient losses while maintaining high crop yields. 
This research has been conducted in a replicated tile drainage 
field experiment at the Agricultural Engineering Farm in  
Urbana, IL. During more than four years of the study period, a  
subsurface drainage system has been installed in a separated six 
fields with each 5-acre area in a farm (Figure 1). 

By Soonho Hwang, Richard Cooke, and Rabin Bhattarai 

Subsurface drainage systems play a crucial role in improving 
crop yields by optimizing planting schedules, enhancing  
fertilizer efficiency, and removing excess water from poorly 
drained yet highly productive soils. However, these systems 
also contribute to significant water quality concerns by  
accelerating the transport of contaminants like nitrates into 
water bodies, leading to nutrient losses that severely impact 
ecosystems, including the Gulf of Mexico. In Illinois, where 
nutrient reduction strategies aim to lower nitrogen loads,  
refining drainage system design—especially tile depth and 
spacing—is essential for achieving a balance between water 
quality and agricultural productivity. From 2018 to 2023, the 
Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering at the 

I N T RO D U C I N G  N E W LY  P U B L I S H E D  A RT I C L E :  
I M PA C T  O F  S U B S U R FA C E  DR A I NA G E  S Y S T E M  

DE S I G N  O N  N I T R A T E  L O S S  A N D  C RO P  
P RO D U C T I O N  –  NREC-F U N D E D  P RO J E C T  

Figure 1.  The layout of the installed tile-drained fields and monitoring stations. CS-1, CS-2, CS-3, CS-4, CS-5, CS-6 are monitoring stations that 

collect water samples and gauge tile flow. 
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This research investigates the influence of tile drainage depth 
and spacing on drain flow, nitrate losses (NO3-N), and crop 
productivity over a 4-year period in central Illinois. The study 
evaluated three drain spacings (40, 60, and 80 feet) and two 
drain depths (2.5 and 3.5 feet) across six plots managed under 
a corn-soybean rotation system. The configurations included 
plots with varying combinations of spacing and depth,  
providing a comprehensive dataset to explore how these  
factors affect agricultural water management and productivity.  

The findings reveal that narrower drain spacings (40 feet)  
result in higher drain flow and NO3-N losses, whereas wider 
spacings (60, and 80 feet) demonstrated reduced drain flow 
and improved NO3-N retention. Seasonal trends in tile flow 
highlighted significantly higher drainage and nitrate losses  
during the non-growing season compared to the growing  
season. Interestingly, the plots with 80 feet spacing (e.g., CS-2) 
consistently showed better NO3-N retention and higher corn 
yields compared to those with narrower spacing (Figure 2 and 
3). These results underline the potential of optimizing drainage 
configurations to reduce nutrient losses while maintaining or 
enhancing crop yields. 

Corn yield data from the study further supported the benefits 
of wider drain spacings. Plot CS-2, with 80 feet spacing and 3.5 
feet depth, achieved the highest yields, outperforming other 
plots by up to 13.6%. This result indicates that wider drain 

spacings not only mitigate nutrient losses but also contribute 
to sustainable crop production. However, variations among 
plots with similar configurations, such as CS-4, emphasize the 
influence of site-specific factors like soil type, landscape  
position, and biochemical soil interactions on drainage  
performance and nutrient management. 

The study concludes that while wider drainage systems offer 
significant advantages for both environmental sustainability 
and agricultural productivity, they may pose risks of temporary 
nitrate surges during high-drainage events. To address these 
challenges, the research recommends incorporating additional 
measures such as controlled drainage systems or bioreactors to 
manage nitrate losses effectively. Furthermore, the findings 
emphasize the need for extended field monitoring and  
modeling studies to refine the understanding of subsurface 
drainage design and its broader implications for water  
management in agricultural landscapes. 

This comprehensive analysis not only demonstrates the critical 
role of drainage design in balancing productivity and  
environmental impacts, but also sets the stage for future  
research to optimize these systems for sustainable agricultural 
practices. 

Source:  Hwang, S., Singh, S., Bhattarai, R., Jeong, H., & Cooke, R. 
A. (2024). Impact of Subsurface Drainage System Design on Nitrate 
Loss and Crop Production. Applied Sciences, 14(22), 10180. 

Figure 2. Cumulative tile flow at each site from 2018 to 2022 (left) and drainage flow differences between plots analysed using Tukey’s test (p < 0.05) 

(right) (Hwang et al., 2024). 

Figure 3. Cumulative NO3-N loss at each site from 2018 to 2022 (left) and NO3-N load differences between plots analysed using Tukey’s test (p < 

0.05) (right) (Hwang et al., 2024).  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 

 

Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA 

Virtual Septic Training  

January 7, 2025 

8 - 11:30 am 

Register: https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159 

 

Safety Workshop Series 

January 9-10:  Decatur, IL 

January 14-15:  Mt. Vernon, IL 

January 23-24:  Lanark, IL 

Day 1: 10 hr OSHA: 9 am - 5pm 

Day 2: 10 hr OSHA: 8 am - 12 pm 

  Flagger or CPR: 1 pm - 5 pm 

Register via QR code on page 9: www.illica.net/events 

 

2025 ILICA Convention & Annual Mtg. 

January 29 - 31, 2025 

Holiday Inn Champaign 

101 Trade Ctr. Dr., Champaign, IL 61820  

Register: https://form.jotform.com/222925682060051 

or via page 18 

 

Contractor Training Store & Illinois LICA 

Virtual Septic Training  

February 20, 2025 

8 - 11:30 am 

Registration open after 1/7/25:  
https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159 

 

National 
 

2025 LICA Winter Convention  

February 11 - 15, 2025 

Marriott Jacksonville Downtown 

Jacksonville, FL 

Register: https://www.licanational.com/event-
posts/2025-national-winter-convention/ 

or via page 21 

https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159
http://www.illica.net/events
https://form.jotform.com/210405973758159
https://www.licanational.com/event-posts/2025-national-winter-convention/
https://www.licanational.com/event-posts/2025-national-winter-convention/
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F E A T U R E D  ILICA B E N E F I T :   
FREE C O N V E N T I O N  RE G I S T R A T I O N   
F O R  N E W  CO N T R A C TO R  M E M B E R S  

Are you a new contractor member that just joined the Association 

in 2024/2025? If so, you are eligible to receive a FREE full 

convention registration. That’s right, all 3 days of meals,  

activities, and entertainment included! The Illinois LICA  

Annual Convention and Members’ Meeting will be held at the 

Holiday Inn Champaign on January 29-31 (see pages 14-19 for 

event details). Come for the trade show, education,  

entertainment, and hospitality Wednesday through Friday...or 

just come on whichever day works best for your schedule! 

Bring your spouse or partner along (additional registrations 

may apply) and have lunch and dinner on us. We can’t wait to 

see you there! 

This card entitles a new active contractor member (or his/her company designee) to one (1) 

FREE full participation at the 2025 ILICA Convention: $205 value! 

Register at illica.net/events and use code: DIG25 
or 

Return this card with the convention registration by Jan, 10, 2025 to:  
 

Illinois LICA 

112 Exchange St., Ste 2 

Galva, IL 61434 

68th Annual ILICA 
Convention & Members’ Meeting 

Illica.net/events 
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One of the most important elements contributing to the success of 
the land improvement contractor is the reliability and availability 
of your mobile equipment. Everyone knows equipment downtime 
directly relates to project delays that can jeopardize contractual 
performance obligations and adversely impact profitability. The 
good news is that unlike the weather, equipment downtime is 
something you can directly control by keeping your mobile  
equipment in tip-top operating condition by developing,  
implementing and managing inspections and preventive  
maintenance routines. It all starts with you! 

Initially, preventive maintenance programs can be a monumental 
undertaking but, once implemented, they become ingrained in 
your business operations and workforce performance, and you 
reap the rewards. Luckily, most manufacturers and dealers provide  
preventive maintenance practices that can extend the life of your 
mobile equipment. While the manufacturers and dealers hope you 
return to them for preventive maintenance services after the initial 
warranty expires, most know they are less likely to retain your  
preventive maintenance business. What does this mean for you? 
It’s up to you and your workforce to keep your mobile equipment 
in tip-top operating condition until you dispose of it. If you  
consistently observe routine and extended preventive maintenance 
practices, you should benefit from the extended life of your mobile 
equipment. And who doesn’t want to maximize the return on their 
investment in mobile equipment? 

Here are a few preventive maintenance practices to consider: 

• Establish and promote a management and workforce mindset 
of prevention versus reaction. 

• Continue the manufacturer’s preventive maintenance practices 
for the life of the equipment. 

• Develop an in-house preventive maintenance and tracking  
program for each piece of equipment. 

• Develop a pre-startup inspection policy and practice for each 
piece of equipment. 

• Determine which maintenance needs require immediate shut-
down and maintenance. 

• Create pre-startup inspection and maintenance-need reporting 
forms. 

• Train operators and supervisors to conduct pre-startup  
inspections to identify deficiencies. 

• Require that equipment operators perform pre-startup  
inspections and document them. 

• Audit operators pre-start inspections and mechanical repairs of 
in-house mechanics. 

• Are there inspection practices specific to your business or  
industry? If so, include them. 

Although each piece of mobile equipment will have individual 
preventive maintenance needs, here are some common items to 
include in your inspection list: 

• Fire extinguisher – is it present, securely mounted, workforce 
trained in its use, and is it discharged? 

• Is operator trained and qualified to use the equipment? 

• Operator cab/enclosure – is it damaged and, if equipped, are 
environmental controls functional? 

• Seatbelt – if equipped, is it in good condition and functional? 
Do you have a use policy? 

• Any damage to operator controls such as clutch, brakes,  
leavers, stick, etc.? 

• Hydraulic hoses – are there any visible cracks, wear or leaks? 

• Hydraulic reservoir, pump, valves and actuators – are any  
damaged or leaking? 

• Is there damage to any moving parts such as tires, tracks,  
bucket, boom, hook, hoist, etc.? 

• Is the equipment beyond its prescribed hours-of-use preventive
-maintenance schedule? 

• Are lights, horn and safety equipment in good condition and 
functional? 

• Are the weather and job site conditions conducive for safety 
and damage-free operation? 

Let’s not forget about theft and mischievous damage prevention. 
If your equipment is stolen or damaged, it can be a setback for 
your project and a financial hardship for you and your workforce. 

Here are a few prevention questions to ask yourself: 

• Is your mobile equipment insured? 

• Do you keep it insured to value? 

• Do you have theft and damage practices in place? 

Theft and mischievous damage prevention practices should  
include but are not limited to: 

• Do not leave mobile equipment on site any longer than  
required to complete the job that equipment is needed for. 

• Do not leave the haul trailer on the job site. 

• Install telematics with startup and tamper detection and GPS 
tracking with active monitoring and notification. 

• Remove operators key and secure cab and controls. 

• Change the operator key, if possible, to avoid master key use. 

• Install hidden kill switch. 

• Remove battery and tire to immobilize equipment. 

• Use fencing and lighting to deter theft or damage. 

As a closing thought, mobile equipment does and will fail,  
sometimes unexpectedly, but a well thought out and implemented 
preventive maintenance programs and end-of-useful-life  
management can minimize the impact. 

Learn more about UFG Risk Control at: 
https://www.ufginsurance.com/insurance/services/risk-control 

Adaptation of Mobile Equipment Maintenance by Michael Muehlberger,  

Senior Risk Control Technical Consultant, UFG Insurance 

SA F E T Y  F E A T U R E :   
M O B I L E  E Q U I P M E N T  MA I N T E NA N C E  

https://www.ufginsurance.com/insurance/services/risk-control
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