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Upcoming Events: 

3rd Annual Area 6 Golf Outing -  
June 20th - Mattoon, IL 

 

Summer Member Meeting -   
June 27th - Stoney Creek Inn, 

Moline, IL   

 

A N OT H E R B U S Y S U M M E R  
F O R IL L I N O I S  LICA!  

3rd Annual 
Area 6 Golf 

Outing 

Summer Drainage Workshop 
July 29th, 30th, 31st  

Summer Members Meeting & 
Picnic - Equipment Demo & 

Hands on Operation 



 

 

Dennis Behrends’ daughter: 
 
Angela Behrends  
Danforth, IL 
  
Angela will attend 
SIU at Edwardsville 
to major in Nursing. 
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S T O  LICA S C H O L A R S H I P  
W I N N E R S FRO M  IL L I N O I S  

Rick Maguire’s daughter: 
 

Skyler Maguire  
Virden, IL 

  
Skyler will major in Ki-
nesiology at Tarleton 
State University  
 

The National LICA Ladies committee raises money at both LICA conventions each year to maintain the resources for 
this scholarship program.  This program gets a lot of attention at LICA conventions with everything from the $25 
charge for not shutting your cell phone off during meetings, to someone’s shoes 
being held for ransom is used to raise money for these scholarships.  The National 
LICA Ladies committee deserves our thanks for all their hard work that makes 
it possible to help these delightful young people pursue their higher education.   

This year, there were 8 scholarship winners, including these 2 recipients from Illi-
nois.  
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The LICA Creed 
 

Land, the foundation of the Nation 
The basis of all wealth 

The heritage of the wise 
The thrifty and prudent 

The poor man’s joy and comfort 
The producer of food, fiber and fuel 

The basis of factories 
The foundation of banks 

 

All that man builds is from the land. We often take it for 
granted or even abuse it; And yet many, unthinkingly and  
unknowingly pass the land by. What man does with the  

land will be the deciding factor of his survival. 

 

Summer Board & Members Meeting 
June 27, 2014 - 12:45 pm 

 

Stoney Creek Inn 
101 18th Street - Moline, IL 61265 

 

Map & Directions on page 19 



 

 

Page 4  May -  June 2014  

Greetings from Kempton! 

 My calendar says it’s spring but 
it's hard to convince my body. 

 It looks like we have a busy 
summer planned at Illinois LICA.  The 
Area 6 golf outing is coming up Friday, 
June 20th.   Mark your calendars and get 

your 4-some together.  Bill Dean has a brand new shed which is 
ready for us to visit again as well.  The registration form is in 
this newsletter and on the website.   

 The summer picnic will begin with a luncheon at Ston-
ey Creek Inn, Moline sponsored by John Deere and Martin 
Equipment.  After lunch, we will be chauffeured out to the John 
Deere Proving Grounds at Coal Valley for a live equipment 
demonstration and then members will also have a chance to test 
drive the latest John Deere construction equipment. Although 
there is no registration fee for the picnic, please notify Janet or 
Lauri at the ILICA office if you plan to attend.  

 There will be another golf outing this September and 
we'll be back to Morton and Pine Lakes golf course.  There will 
be a lot more information about that coming soon. 

 The education committee is working on finalizing the 
plans for the summer drainage workshop.  The dates this year 

 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E 

are July 29 - 31st and it will be held at Richland Community 
College. Look for more information on this event soon as well. 

 The Summer National LICA Convention will be held 
in Indianapolis July 14th -19th.  It's a short drive to Indy, so 
mark your calendar to attend.  Special tours are set up for the 
first couple of days for everyone's enjoyment and business 
meetings are set toward the end of the week. 

 In March, Illinois was very well represented at the 
National LICA meetings.  There were many informative and 
well attended committee meetings. We also elected Steve An-
derson to be National LICA Vice President.  We all know he'll 
do a good job.  Congratulations Steve!  

 And since our last newsletter, we have lost a charter 
member of the Illinois LICA.  Back in 1957, Don Hurst and a 
few others had a vision.  Thank you Don, for your years of 
dedication to the organization. We’ll miss you a lot. 

         As everyone gets busy from daybreak to dark, remember, 
SAFETY FIRST!!!! 

David Haag, President 

SPECIAL THANK YOU! 
Steve Johnson, one of our newest ILICA members 
listed on the following page, is also coordinator for 
the annual On-Site Waste Professionals of Illinois 
(O.W.P.I.) conference in Collinsville.  Illinois LICA 
received a very kind email from Mr. Johnson which 
also went to several of his O.W.P.I. counterparts, 
thanking ILICA for our support and encouraging their 
membership to look into the many benefits of mem-
bership with our organization.   
As most of you know, Wayne Litwiller has tried for 
years to blend these two organizations and I believe 
this is an indication that we’re well on our way to that 
goal.  

! 
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N E W M E M B E R S 

Active Contractors 

 

Associates 

 

Jet, Inc. - Chris Mandich 
750 Alpha Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44143 
Ph: 800-321-6960 

Envision Insurance Group would like to announce the 
addition of Dawn Thurston to  our personnel located 
at the 300 East War Memorial Drive location in Peoria.  
Dawn is  licensed in all lines of insurance & specializes 
in Personal Insurance exposures. She has over 24 
years experience in the insurance marketplace and 
earned the Certified Insurance Services Repre-
sentative (CISR) designation in 2012. Dawn can be 
reached at (309) 685-6606. 

  

United Fire Group’s state LICA insurance program is 
designed for dirt-moving contractors and includes: 

 Coverages tailored to your business needs. 

 Safety group dividends. 

 Preferred pricing, and … 

 Professional loss control services 

  

Tom Demith - Tom's Excavating Inc. 
2512 Riverdale Drive 
New Lenox, IL 61457 
Ph: 815-726-2440 
 

Gaynor Edwards - G. Edwards Contractors, Inc. 
20159 N Rand Rd. 
Palatine, IL 60074 
Ph: 847-202-0570 
 

Steve Johnson - J & S Wastewater Systems, Inc. 
1404 Carrol Ave 
Urbana, IL 61802 
Ph: 217-328-7796 
 

Mark Lundahl - Meyer Landscape & Design, Inc. 
2817 47th Street 
Moline, IL 61265  
Ph: 309-762-6226 
 

Bill Schopf - Bill's Excavating Inc. 
8505 S McVicker Ave 
Burbank, IL 60459 
Ph: 708-602-0548 

DO YOU KNOW ANY OF 
THESE NEW MEMBERS? 

 

 

Go ahead, 
give them a 

They’ll thank 
you for it! 



 

 

 

 Registration forms went out last week and 
there are already several people signed up.  Send in 
a foursome so you know you’ll have fun; send in 
whoever you have and we’ll work you in with 
someone you’ll end up being friends with by the 
end of the day.  The registration is also on the fol-
lowing page and available on our website, so how-

ever you do it, just fill one out and get it to the of-
fice.  The first 25 registrants received at the office will get 
an ILICA 12-pack cooler when they get to the course! 
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3 R D  A N N UA L  A R E A  6  G O L F OU T I N G -  J U N E 20T H 

 Illinois LICA is returning to Meadowview Golf Course 
once again for the Area 6 fund raiser in Mattoon.  And why 
wouldn’t we? Our attendance and sponsorship support were 
both up last year and we hope our dedicated membership will 
continue that trend and join us for this afternoon of chasing 
that little white ball around the pasture!  

 Bill Dean is leading this effort again of course, and  
he’s also got a new shed going up that you’ll be able to see from 
the highway! Crops are going in well around Illinois it seems, so 
our hope is that by June, our contractors are ready for a break 
in the action and can take off early on June 20th, have a quick 
lunch at the course and then spend the afternoon with friends, 
family or co-workers while raising money for ILICA!  

Hotel Information: 
Bill Dean has set up a room block at the Quality Inn & 
Suites, 4922 Paradise Rd, Mattoon - (217) 235-0222.  

This is the closest hotel to Meadowview and Bill Deans’ 
shop.  If you miss out on getting a room in that block 
there are a few other hotels close by too. 
 

Comfort Suites Mattoon - (217) 235-6745  
1408 Broadway Ave. East, Mattoon 
 

Holiday Inn Express - (217) 235-2060  
121 Swords Dr., Mattoon 
 

And although there are no formal room blocks at these 
hotels, you should get a very good rate with your LICA 
CLC hotel discount card! 

 

  JCG Midwest, Springfield Plastics Inc and Birkey’s 
have stepped up again this year as our outing sponsors, so 
thank them for their continued support if you get the chance.  
The success of this event, as with all of our ILICA activities, 
depends on the support of our membership.  Our past success 
has encouraged other LICA chapters around the county to 
follow our example and now, almost a dozen golf outing fund 
raisers are scheduled this year.   

 Hole sponsorship is open to everyone and if we don’t 
have a sign for you already, we will get one made. Or, if you 
just want to golf, we welcome that as well.  Trust me, it’s a fun 
afternoon with a lot of good people, good food and hopefully, 
good weather. Come join us and carry a golf club and a beer 
around for the afternoon instead of a probe or shovel ! 
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Page 8  May -  June 2014  

         How does one predict the landscape design trends of 

2014? Well they look at some of the most popular trends of 

2013. In the past the landscaping was a row of perennials or 

shrubs around the foundaƟon of a house, some nice shade 

trees and lots of lush green lawn. In 2014, gardeners are 

seeking more from their landscape by trying to create an 

outdoor living space which has been trending for a while. A 

place to drink their morning coffee, watch the birds and 

have family gatherings.  

         This leads to the first 

predicƟon: fire pits or fire grill 

because who doesn't want to 

enjoy the outdoors while grill-

ing a steak or keeping warm 

on a cool night. These can be very easy for homeowners to 

install and come in an array prefabricated kits.  

        The sustainable gardener will rule in 2014 by conserving 

water and prevenƟng runoff and erosion. Rain barrels will be 

placed under guƩer spouts to collect the rains of the spring 

for the droughts of the summer. If it doesn't rain an inch 

every week then it is advised to give addiƟonal water to the 

landscape to keep the plants in good health. Many garden-

ers may be contemplaƟng installing drip irrigaƟon to save 

Ɵme and conserve water. According to Colorado State Uni-

versity, drip irrigaƟon is 90% efficient in geƫng the water 

where it needs to be compared to sprinkler irrigaƟon at 50-

60%.  

       Rain gardens and permeable walkways may also experi-

ence a spike in popularity. Rain gardens are designed to cap-

ture storm water runoff from roof tops, drive ways or park-

ing lots. Instead of going into local water ways the water is 

recycled back to recharge the ground water and filter out 

pollutants. According to Rutgers University, Rain gardens are 

30% more effecƟve than a patch of lawn. Plants like swamp 

milkweed, cardinal flower, penstemon and Culver's root 

should be employed in a sunny rain garden. For a shade rain 

garden use naƟve ferns, Jacob's ladder and wild ginger.  

 Gardeners may also use permeable walkway pavers, 

pervious concrete or open celled con-

crete blocks instead of an old fashioned 

slab of concrete to help reduce runoff 

and erosion. They sƟll provide the solid 

base but allow the water or melƟng 

snow to seep into the ground rather 

than washed into the storm guƩers. If walkways or drive 

ways are near trees, this will allow the water to get to the 

roots.  

 Finally, the last predicted trend is less grass and 

more naƟve plants. You don't have to be an experienced 

gardener to know that having a lush green lawn is a lot more 

work than creaƟng gardens of naƟve plants. NaƟve plants do 

not need as much water or ferƟlizer, regular mowing, gets 

considerably less pests and diseases and once 

established can be home to wildlife like birds 

and buƩerflies.  

Source: Kelly Allsup, Extension Educator, Horticulture, kallsup@illinois.edu 

Landscape Trends of 2014  Cardinal Flower         Culvers Root     Wild Ginger 

POSSIBLE ILICA LADIES ACTIVITY  
FOR 2015 CONVENTION! 

 

This early in the year, there are still several things up 
in the air for our 2015 convention, but there’s a possi-
bility we’ll have a special landscaping session for our 
ILICA ladies. The process will begin with a hi-
resolution photo of any spot in your yard or at your of-
fice that you’d love to update with new landscaping  
Take a photo of your project area and jot down a little 
information about your goal for the space; things like 
which direction (N-S-E-W) it faces, how much sun/ 
shade it gets during a day, your intended utilization of 
the area … that sort of thing.  If we can get it on the 
schedule, Holly Yordy will transform your photo into a 
landscaping “work of art” right before your eyes!  



 

 

I l l inois  Land Improvement  Contractors  of  America  Page 9  

ILICA Drainage Workshop Tentative Agenda 
 
Tuesday, July 29th - Equipment Maintenance / Machine 
  Overview 
 

Wed., July 30th - Richard Cooke: Dual drainage/sub- 
  irrigation systems and other classroom 
   sessions to be determined. 
  Field Session - Installation of Bioreac-
tors  
 

Thurs., July 31st - AGPS & Trimble GPS software  
  presentations and possible field ses-

 This year’s drainage workshop dates 
have been confirmed so mark your calendars for 
July 29 - 31st.  We’re returning to Richland 
Community College with a similar schedule as 
last year, only with a twist!  

 The first day will be machine overview although there 
is discussion of having equipment there for a walk around in 
addition to the classroom presentations. The second day will 
include classroom and field sessions with Richard Cooke as 
there are several bioreactors being installed near the college 
which will be in various stages of completion.  The workshop 
will conclude with AGPS and Trimble GPS systems being pre-
sented with another opportunity to utilize the field site for  
hands on work.   

            Richland Community College has always been a perfect 
location for our drainage workshops with wide open spaces, 
great food choices and a very helpful staff.  There is no Farm 
Progress show set for Illinois this summer, so it will be much 
less hectic around that area making hotel rooms close by easier 
to come by as well. 

 Make sure you mark your calendar for this scheduling 
and hope for good weather.  The added field sessions should 
be a big asset to the overall workshop, if nature cooperates!  

 

S U M M E R  DR A I NA G E W O R K S H O P SE T 
F O R JU LY  29 T H,  30T H  & 31 S T  



 

 

 

May -  June 2014  Page 10  

Friday, June 27, 2014  
John Deere Equipment Demo & Hands-on Operation 

John Deere Proving Grounds - Coal Valley, IL 
Annual Picnic Lunch - Stoney Creek Inn - Moline, IL 

Illinois LICA is being hosted by John Deere Corporate and Martin Equipment for the 
ILICA summer picnic and member meeting at Stoney Creek Inn, Moline Illinois.  Busses 
will take our guests from Stoney Creek to Coal Valley for a unique opportunity to 
watch a live equipment demonstration followed by hands on operation of the latest 
and greatest John Deere construction equipment available today!   

… Lunch @ Stoney Creek Inn 

… ILICA Member Meeting 

… Load Busses and Travel To Coal Valley 

… DEMO 

… Equipment Operation 

… Load Busses and Travel To JD Pavilion 

… Visit JD Store and Pavilion 

 Join us for a day of family fun in lovely Coal Valley,  Illinois! Call the ILICA office for more info! 

12:00 - 12:45 pm  

12:45 - 1:15 pm  

1:15 - 1:30 pm  

1:45 - 2:30 pm  

2:30 - 4:00 pm  

4:00 - 4:30 pm  

4:30 - 5:00 pm  

Since John Deere and Martin Equipment is 
sponsoring our picnic lunch, there is no fee for 
registering for this event.  Our hosts do need to 
know how many to prepare for however, so 
please RSVP via email, fax, phone or mail so we 
can tell them how many of us to expect. 

The registration form has been mailed to all ILI-
CA contractors and can also be found online at 
www.illica.net.  Please mark your calendars and 
join us for this exciting afternoon. 

There is a room block at the Stoney Creek Inn at 
$109+ per night.  Mention “Illinois LICA” to get 
our group rate.  Please call 309-743-0101 for 
reservations or to reach the hotel directly.  

The room block drops May 28, 2014! 

Email Lauri@illica.net with your headcount for 
the lunch and demo; 

Call 309.446.3700 anytime and leave a message 
with your name and headcount if it’s after hours; 

Fax the form to 309.446.3744 anytime, day or 
night. 

Mail your form to: Illinois LICA 

PO Box 474, Brimfield, IL 61517 



 

 Continued on page 12 
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LICA P O S I T I O N P A P E R  O N  T H E         
P RO P O S E D EPA & USACE RU L E  TO    
E X PA N D  T H E C L E A N W A T E R A C T  (CWA).  

 On April 21st, 2014, the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) re-
leased a proposed rule to significantly expand the Clean Water 
Act (CWA).  The public has until July 21st, 2014 to comment on 
this proposal.  LICA will respond.   

 The CWA defines the Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS), and the Supreme Court has reviewed this definition 
on multiple occasions.  Although U.S. v Riverside Bayview (1985) 
gives the EPA broad authority to categorize bodies of water as 
WOTUS, in its two most recent cases, SWANCC v. Army Corps 
of Engineers (2001), and Rapanos v. United States (2006), the defini-
tion was narrowed.  The narrower reading includes a test for 
determining whether “other waters” are WOTUS.  The Court 
concluded that Congress intended that the CWA’s jurisdiction 
be limited to navigable waters and non-navigable waters that 
have a “significant nexus” to navigable waters, including wet-
lands adjacent to navigable waters.  This is the “significant nex-
us test” brought about by a concurring opinion in Rapanos by 
Justice Kennedy. 

 The proposed rule also includes what is not a WOTUS, 
including prior converted cropland, ditches that are excavated 
wholly in “uplands,” drain only in uplands, and have less than 
perennial flow; ditches that do not contribute flow to a naviga-
ble water; artificially irrigated areas, and other areas where pro-
ducers may be concerned. 

 On March 25th, 2014, EPA and the USACE jointly re-
leased the proposed rule defining the scope of streams and wet-
lands the agencies claim jurisdiction over for protection under 
the CWA.  Earlier EPA had released a report titled Connectivity of 
Streams and Wetlands to Downstream Waters: A Review and Syntheses 
of the Scientific Evidence, which was to serve as the scientific sup-
port for the upcoming release of the new rule.  That report was 
a predictor of the broad and expansive rule released on April 
21st.  In promotional materials released by the EPA, they claim 
the proposed rule; 

 Reduces confusion about CWA protection. 

 Clarifies the types of waters covered under the CWA. 

 Saves businesses time and money. 

 Provides more benefits to the public than it costs. 

 Helps states to protect their waters. 

 Increases CWA program predictability and consistence by 
increasing clarity as to the scope of WOTUS. 

 Minimizes the number of case-specific determinations on 
whether something is a WOTUS. 

 Brings certainty and predictability, including to agriculture. 

 Was encouraged by the Supreme Court and the agricultural 
community. 

 Does not add to or expand the scope of waters historically 
protected under the CWA. 

 LICA’s initial review of the proposed rule leads us to con-
clude that many of the EPA and USACE’s claims are oversim-
plified or exaggerated.  Accepting their definition of what is a 
tributary, would vastly expand their regulatory power.  EPA 
declares that all tributary waters “…have a ‘significant nexus’ to 
a traditional navigable water, interstate water, or territorial sea, 
such that they are ‘Waters of the United States’ without the 
need for a separate, case-specific significant nexus analysis.”  
They also say that a ‘tributary’ may be “… ephemeral, intermit-
tent, or perennial, but the tributary must drain, or be part of a 
network of tributaries that drain into waters which are currently 
used, used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in interstate 
commerce in the future.” 

 Using the term “ephemeral” gives EPA 
tremendous regulatory power because ephem-
eral is defined by most people as transitory, 
transient, fleeting, short lived, momentarily 
brief, and as Webster says, “lasting one day 
only.”  LICA believes EPA and the USACE have concluded 
that all tributaries are to be considered WOTUS.  Not a lot es-
capes this definition.  There is not much left that EPA cannot 
claim jurisdiction over when it comes to water coming off your 
property.  Many believe the CWA is not about water at all, but 
is a land-use control act. 

 LICA also believes that many of the conservation practic-
es now “exempted” from the rule were never subject to CWA 
jurisdiction in the first place, and practices that should certainly 
be exempted are not mentioned in the listing provided.  EPA 
and NRCS say the practices “not mentioned” are exempted on 
other lists or rules.  We would like them to be listed here.  

 This rule will have a substantial adverse impact on farm-
ers, earthmoving contractors, counties, conservation districts, 
and watershed districts that serve as public drainage authorities, 
townships and counties serving as road authorities, and all 
property owners. It will be particularly significant in that all wet-
lands in the prairie pothole region of the US (MN, IA, ND, SD, 
and MT) will now be subject to this new rule, a position never 
taken before by the agency. 

 LICA believes this CWA proposed rule is inconsistent 
with other Supreme Court rulings establishing limits to federal 
jurisdiction over isolated wetlands and ephemeral streams.  We 
do not believe this is what Congress intended when enacting the 
CWA, or what Congress or the Supreme Court told EPA and 
the USACE to do in clarifying its jurisdictional reach.  This pro-

Source: John Peterson, LICA Director of Government Relations 



 

 

2014 - 2015 Newsletter Advertising contracts have gone out for this publication 
year, which starts with the Full Color July - August 2014 ILICA News !  

Contact the ILICA office if you want to see YOUR ad here ! 
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posal significantly expands federal jurisdiction that will trig-
ger additional expensive and time-consuming permitting and 
regulatory requirements.  It also discourages the use of 
low-impact or “green” development practices such as 
rain gardens, swales, and even sediment ponds, as the 
language about whether developers would have to get a 
permit before installing these systems in unclear. The 
proposed rule also exacerbates the current regulatory confu-
sion by adding new, undefined terms that will give regulators 
automatic federal jurisdiction over properties that contain 
isolated wetlands, ephemeral streams, or any land features 
covered under the expansive definition of ‘tributary.”  It also 
fails to appropriately recognize the states’ authority to regu-
late what have historically been deemed “state waters.” 

LICA P O S I T I O N P A P E R  O N  T H E  P RO P O S E D 
EPA & USACE RU L E  TO E X PA N D  T H E  
CL E A N  W A T E R A C T  (CWA)      ( C O N T . )  

 For the reasons provided in this paper, LICA is opposed 
to the EPA and USACE Proposed Interpretive Rule Regard-
ing the Applicability of the CWA.  There would be no point in 
offering a clarifying rule unless the intent was to clarify an expand-
ed regulatory role. 
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       My first inclinaƟon was to provide basic informaƟon about 

the Economics of Tile Drainage, but I soon realized that there 

are several such arƟcles available online, including at least 

three Extension publicaƟons from Land Grant insƟtuƟons in 

the Midwest.  The Land Grant system produces unbiased, sci-

ence-based informaƟon that is oŌen applicable across state 

lines. The informaƟon provided in these three arƟcles is defi-

nitely applicable to Illinois.   So as not to “reinvent the wheel,” 

I will briefly present these arƟcles and provide instrucƟons on 

using the interacƟve Economic Analysis rouƟne in the Illinois 

Drainage Guide.  

Extension ArƟcles on the Economics of Tile Drainage 
 

Understanding the Economics of Tile Drainage.  
Don Hofstrand, Iowa State University Extension Service. 
 hƩp://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/wholefarm/pdf/c2-90.pdf 
This is a comprehensive arƟcle that lists the advantages of Ɵle 
drainage and explains several investment Ɵming strategies 
and landlord/tenant strategies. It also includes sample calcula-
Ɵons of profitability for different scenarios, and discusses Ɵle 
drainage inspecƟon and maintenance.  

Economic Factors of Drainage Related to Corn ProducƟon.  
B. H. Nolte and R. D. Duvick, Purdue University CooperaƟve Ex-
tension Service. 

hƩps://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/nch/nch-23.html 
This arƟcle introduces the concept of using computer models to 
predict yield response to drainage improvements, and includes 
example approximate-analysis calculaƟons of benefits and costs 
of installing Ɵle drainage, for different financing opƟons. 
 
Economics of Tile Drainage. Dwight Aakre, North Dakota State 
University Extension Service.  
hƩp://www.ag.ndsu.edu/farmmanagement/documents/agl12-
economics-of-Ɵle-drainage-on-rented-land 
This arƟcle, based on a PowerPoint presentaƟon, lists the ad-
vantages of Ɵle drainage. It provides an example of possible ad-
justments to rental fees in Ɵled lands, and provides an outline of 
the determinaƟon of marginal tax rates.  

E�ÊÄÊÃ®�Ý Ê¥ T®½� DÙ�®Ä�¦� ®Ä ã«� 

Source: Richard Cooke & Students 
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The Economics Analysis RouƟne in the Illinois Drainage Guide 

       The main interface for the Economic Analysis rouƟne, found 

in the Economic ConsideraƟons chapter of the Illinois Drainage 

Guide, is shown in Figure 1.   It can be used to:  

E�ÊÄÊÃ®�Ý Ê¥ T®½� DÙ�®Ä�¦� ®Ä ã«� 

1. Determine the break even income based on 

the cost of a drainage system,  or to 

2. Determine the profitability of a drainage sys-

tem for specified yield increases for up to two 

crops.  

Measures of profitability provided by the rouƟne 

include: 

 Net Present Value (NPV). The Net Present 

Value is the present value of the expected 

future cash flows minus the iniƟal cost. A posi-

Ɵve NPV value is indicaƟve of a profitable sys-

tem. 

 Internal Rate of Return(IRR).  The Internal 

Rate of Return in the rate at which the future 

cash flows, discounted back to the present, 

equals its price. It can be viewed as the inter-

est rate that results in an NPV of zero or a PI 

of one. If the IRR exceeds the interest rate at 

which capital can be obtained, then the sys-

tem is profitable. 

 Discounted Payback Time (DPT).  The Dis-

counted Payback Time is the length of Ɵme it 

takes to recover the cost of an iniƟal invest-

ment, with regard to the Ɵme value of money. 

For this measure, the value of future income is 

 The Economic Analysis rouƟne can be used to provide a raƟonal for 

choosing  between drainage systems. By way of example, consider two 

drainage scenarios for a 40 acre field.  In the first scenario the Ɵles are 100 

feet apart, there are 15 connecƟons each cosƟng $45, and the main cost 

$3000.  In the second scenario the Ɵles are 50 feet apart, there are 29 con-

necƟons each cosƟng $45, and the main cost is increased to $5000 to ac-

count for the higher intensity of drainage. The system costs and break even 

income for these two scenarios are shown in Figures 3 and 4, respecƟvely. At 

$5 per bushel corn, the wider spaced system would be jusƟfied by a 10 bush-

el per acre yield increase, while the narrower system would require a 20 

bushel per acre yield increase.  

discounted by the cost of obtaining capital, that is, the in-

terest rate charged on a loan. 

 Undiscounted Payback Time (UPT). The Undiscounted Pay-

back Time is the length of Ɵme it takes to recover the cost 

of an iniƟal investment, without regard to the Ɵme value of 

money. In effect, the UPT is the same as evaluaƟng the DPT 

under the assumpƟon that the cost of capital, the interest 

rate, is zero. 

 The rouƟne gives the user the opƟon of choosing the 

depreciaƟon method and Ɵme. The per acre cost of the drain-

age system may be entered directly into the main interface, or 

by using either of the cost screens shown in Figure 2. These 

screens may be accessed by clicking on the Cost of Drainage 

PracƟce buƩon on the main screen. The user has the opƟon of 

using the drainage area, Ɵle spacing, and the unit cost of the 

laterals; or the length and unit cost of each size of pipe used in 

the design. The pipe costs used in the interfaces should be re-

placed with contractors’ installed prices. In both instances the 

cost of the system main can be entered separately, and connec-

Ɵon costs can be included in other costs.  

C Ê Ä ã .  

Figure 2. Cost of Drainage 
PracƟces Interfaces 

Figure 1. Interface for the Economic 
Analysis RouƟne  
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C Ê Ä ã .  
E�ÊÄÊÃ®�Ý Ê¥ T®½� DÙ�®Ä�¦� ®Ä ã«� 

Figure 4. Break even calculaƟon for a scenario with Ɵles 
spaced  50 feet apart. 

Figure 3. Break even calculaƟon for a scenario with Ɵles 
spaced  100 feet apart. 

       Whether or not the 50-feet spacing is more beneficial is 

dependent on the yield response to drainage. The three arƟcles 

presented above all indicate that this response is difficult to 

determine. 

 In the next Extension ConnecƟon:   

In the next arƟcle, two methods for esƟmaƟng yield re-

sponse to drainage, one based of computer simulaƟons 

and the other on historic yield data, will be presented! 

Midwest 
Excavators 

Brimfield, IL 

Thanks to everyone who brought t-shirts 
for Judy to recent board meetings!  She 
has a good start but will need LOTS 
more to make the quilt for next year’s 
Ladies Auction Item!   
Please send one of your gently used 
business t-shirts with logos or names or 
both to: PO Box 474, Brimfield, IL 61517 
Judy will take whatever you can spare.  
  

It will make a beautiful quilt with  
ILICA written all over it!! 

Ladies Fund-Raiser 
T-Shirt Quilt 
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2014 Committees 
Associate 
Brad Baker, Chair - Spfld Plastics  
Mark Baker - Springfield Plastics 
Chad Nicholson - Fratco, Inc. 
John Pogge - Prinsco, Inc. 
Dave Randolph - ADS  
 

Auditing 
Bill Dean, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Ron Masching 
 

Awards 
Bill & Bev Dean, Chair 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove 
Bill & Janet Doubet 
 

Budget 
Tom Beyers, Chair 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Dave Haag 
Dave Hurst 
 

By-Laws 
Stuart Anderson, Chair 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Stan Seevers 
Joe Streitmatter 
 

Certification 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
Prof. Kent Mitchell, retired U of I 
Stan Seevers 
 

Certification Board 
Dave Hurst, Chair 
Forrest Davis 
Dave Kennedy 
Wayne Litwiller 
Ron Masching 
 

Convention 
Brent & Tracy Breedlove, Chair 
Bill Dean 
Grant & Lindsey Curtis 
Greg & Jennifer Furkin 
Corey & Whitney Getz 
Kristin Kutemeier 
Mike & Holly Yordy 
 

Devotions 
Jean Davis, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Norm & Coretha Rozendaal 
 

Education 
Brent Breedlove, Chair 
Brad Baker 
Tom Beyers 
Richard Cooke: Univ. of Illinois 
Corey Getz 
Kristin Kutemeier 
Eric Layden 
Mike Yordy 
 

Executive Committee  
David Haag, Chair 
Tom Beyers, V.P. 
Janet Burtle-Doubet, Exec. Director 
Bill Dean, Treasurer 
Dave Hurst, 1st V.P. 
David Kennedy, Past President 
 

Golf Outing 
Wayne Litwiller/Bill Dean - Co-Chairs 
Jerry Biuso 
Brian Brooks 
Norm Kocher 
 

Headquarters 
Dan Day, Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Mark Baker 
David Haag 
Ron Masching 
 

Industrial & Business Relations 
David Kennedy, Chair 
Dan Day 
Bill Dean 
Wayne Litwiller 
Mike Yordy 
 

Insurance 
Dan Day, Chair 
Charlie Adams 
Lori Kennedy 
John McCoy 
Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Ladies 
Marsha Haag, Chair 
Judy Beyers 
Bev Dean 
Cathy Masching 
Jackie Streitmatter 
 

Legislative 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Tom Beyers 
Lee Bunting 
Bill Doubet 
Dave Hurst 
Norm Kocher 
Joe Streitmatter 
Mike Yordy 

Long Term Planning 
Steve Anderson, Chair 
Stuart Anderson 
Dan Day 
Bill Doubet 
Ron Masching 
 

Membership 
Wayne Litwiller, Co-Chair 
Norm Kocher, Co-Chair 
Steve Anderson 
Mark Baker 
Tom Beyers 
Brent Breedlove 
Brian Brooks 
Forrest Davis 
Dan Day 
Scott Day 
Bill Dean 
Bill Doubet 
Eugene Glueck 
Ron Masching 
Larry Rhodenbaugh 
 

Nomination 
Joe Streitmatter, Chair 
Brian Brooks 
Dan Day 
Dave Hurst 
 

On-Site Waste 
Wayne Litwiller, Chair 
John McCoy 
Larry Rhodenbaugh 
Jason Winings 
 

Picnic 
Steve Anderson  
Bill Dean 
 

Publicity 
Bill Doubet, Chair 
Mark Baker 
Wayne Litwiller 
 

Safety 
Doug Nicholson, Chair 
Brent Breedlove 
Dave Hurst 
Dave Kennedy 
John McCoy 
Jason Winings 
 

Show & Other Income 
Dave Kennedy, Chair 
Brent Breedlove 
Brian Brooks 
Joe Krupps 
Wayne Litwiller 
John McCoy 
Joe Streitmatter 



 

 

Page 17  I l l inois  Land Improvement  Contractors  of  America  

Illinois Land Improvement Contractors Association, Inc. 
 

118 E. Knoxville  ·  PO Box 474  ·  Brimfield, IL 61517 
(309) 446-3700   ·    Fax: (309) 446-3744   ·   Email: janet@illica.net 

 CUI - Cable/Utility Inst. 

 DB - Directional Boring      

 DI - Drainage/Irrigation    

  DWM - Drainage Water Mgmt    

  EC - Erosion Control     

 EMC - Earthmoving/Land Clearing   

 EXG - Excavating/Grading      

 GR - Gravel/ Rock Production    

  LL - Land Leveling      

  LS - Landscaping    

 ODW - Open Ditch Leveling  

 OSW—On Site Waste Treatment 

  PD - Ponds / Dams   

  RBD - Road Boring/Drainage 

  R - Reclaimation  

  SA - Dealer/Service Co./Government Agency/
 Consultant/Insurance Agency 

  SP - Site Prep 

  SWU - Sewer/Water/Underground Utilities     

  TH - Trucking / Hauling  

  TW - Terraces / Waterways  

  WM - Water Management 
 

Other: __________________________________    

Active Contractor Membership - $295  
(One hundred seventy dollars ($170) for Illinois Membership plus One hundred twenty five dollars ($125) for National Membership) 
(Active members are individuals engaged in the business of entering into contracts for performing work that will result in soil, land, 
natural resource conservation or rehabilitation, water conservation, control and prevention of soil erosion, depletion and misuse of 
natural resources and soil and water pollution and contamination.) 
 

Associate Membership - $295 (Associate members are those businesses that manufacture or sell equipment, materials or ser-
vices used by active members) 
 

Affiliate Membership - $85  (Affiliate members are individuals employed by an active member in the business that makes the 
active member eligible for membership) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Company Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Member Name: _____________________________________ Spouse’s Name ____________________________ 

Street Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State:  _______ Zip:  ____________ County:  ___________________ 

Phone: (_______) __________________________     Cell Phone: (_______) _____________________________ 

Fax:: (______) _____________________________     Email: _________________________________________ 

Website (if applicable):  _______________________________  LICA Sponsor: ___________________________ 

Check All Services Provided 

Signature:  
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  NEW B E N E F I T:  C A S E  LICA DI S C O U N T!  

Product Line DSA Amount 
Skid Steer Loaders/Compact Track Loaders $500 

Compact Excavators $500 

Small Compaction (DV23, DV26, DV36, DV45) $500 

Rough Terrain Forklifts $750 

Tractor Loaders $750 

Backhoe Loaders $1,500 

Compact Wheel Loaders $1,500 

Large Compaction $2,000 

Crawler Dozers $2,000 

Excavators (includes Midi) $2,000 

Motor Graders $2,000 

Wheel Loaders $2,000 

On heavy products (Excavators CX130 size & larger, Wheel Loaders 521F & larger, 
Dozers, and Motor Graders), the member gets the ProCare and this program.  

ProCare  
 3-year / 3000-hr. Full machine Factory Warranty 
 3-year / 3000-hr. Planned Maintenance 
 3-year Advanced SiteWatchTM  Subscription, Remote. Control. 

Contact your Case Dealer today! 

We have an APPROVED LICA PROGRAM!!! A special discount for Land 
Improvement Contractors of America (LICA) members.  Beginning 
April 1, 2014, depending on the type of machine, members will receive 
additional dollar amount off.  This is above and beyond any current 
programs such as financing, cash in lieu of financing, ProCare, etc. 

  

What YOU can 
save right now! 

Have you 
considered 

adding one of 
these models 
to your fleet? 
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Summer Board & Members Meeting Location  
Stoney Creek Inn - 101 18th St. - Moline, IL 61265 

Ph: (309) 743-0101 

 
From Illinois: Traveling west on I-74 from Central 
Illinois, bear right onto the I-280 West / I-74 West 
ramp to Moline/Rock Island. Take I-74 W to the 5A 
exit to Moline. Take the 7th Avenue Exit 2. Bear left 
at 7th Avenue, Turn right at 19th Street, Turn left at 
2nd Avenue and then right onto 18th street. The 
Stoney Creek Inn is on the left.  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Illinois 
 

3rd Annual Area 6 Golf Outing 
Meadowview Golf Course - Mattoon, IL  

Friday, June 20, 2014 - Lunch @ Noon   
1 pm Shotgun start  
Steak Dinner - 6 pm 

 

Summer Picnic & Member Meeting 
Stoney Creek Inn - 101 18th Street - Moline, IL  

Friday, June 27, 2014 
Noon Lunch & Brief Member Meeting at Stoney Creek 
Load bus for Coal Valley and Live Equipment Demo 

Hands-on Equipment Operation at Coal Valley 
John Deere Pavilion and Gift Shop 

 

Summer Drainage Workshop 
Richland Community College  - 1 College Dr. Decatur, IL 

July 29 - 31, 2014 
See page 9 for tentative agenda 

 

National 
 

LICA Summer Meeting 
Indianapolis, IN  

Tours & Education - Tuesday July 15 - Thursday July 17 
Committee Meetings - Friday, July 18 

Board Meeting - Saturday, July 19 

 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
 

Agri Drain Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BM Truck Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Brown Bear Corp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Envision Insurance Group. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Fratco, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Great Lakes Inter Drain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

JCG Midwest. . . . . . . . .  

Martin Equipment of Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Midwest Auger Aerator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Midwest Plastic Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Northland Trenching Equipment, LLC . . . . . . 

Precision Intakes Ltd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Prins Insurance Inc./United Fire Group . .  

Prinsco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Roland Machinery Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

RWF Bron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Schlatter’s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Springfield Plastics Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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       The answer to this question is not as obvious as you may think. Let's review some terminology.  

Source: http://www.ToolBoxTopics.com  
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By OSHA definition, a confined space means the space is: 

 Large enough and so configured that an employee can enter and 
perform assigned work; 

 Has limited or restricted means for entry or exit; 

 Is not designed for continuous employee occupancy. 
A trench excavation would certainly seem to meet the confined space 
criteria. By OSHA definition, a trench excavation means; 

 A narrow excavation (in relation to its length) made below the sur-
face of the ground; 

 In general, the depth is greater than the width; 

 But the width of a trench (measured at the bottom) is not greater 
than 15 feet. 

How Does a Permit-Required Confined Space relate to a trench 
excavation?  
A permit-required confined space has one or more of the following 
characteristics: 
1. Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere. 

Oxygen deficient, toxic, or flammable atmospheres can occur in 
trenches, displacing the normal air. Some of the most common 
gases of concern are carbon monoxide, methane, and hydrogen 
sulfide. These gases should be suspected whenever trenches are 
near combustion engines, sewage lines, landfills, swamps, leaking 
underground storage tanks, or when decomposing organic matter 
is nearby. Hydrogen sulfide is heavier than air and may fill the 
trench starting from the bottom. OSHA law states that if hazard-
ous atmospheres could reasonably be expected to exist, the atmos-
pheres shall be tested before employees enter excavations greater 
than 4 feet in depth. 

2. Contains a material that has the potential for engulfing an entrant. 
3. Has an internal configuration such that an entrant could be 

trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly converging walls or by a floor 
which slopes downward and tapers to a smaller cross-section. 
Trenches without adequate sloping, or other protection from col-
lapse, create potential for entrants to be engulfed in a cave-in of 
the surrounding earth. Excessive rain water, ground water, or liq-
uid from leaking or damaged pipes also may create conditions for 
engulfing trench entrants, which meets the criteria for both 2 and 
3 above. 

4. Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard. In 
addition, access into trenches over 4 feet in depth can usually be 
accomplished only by ladder, which poses known risks of slipping 
and falling. Entrants could also be struck by excavation machinery 
or by falling materials from overhead. 

By now you realize that a trench excavation may indeed present many 
of the hazards of a permit-required confined space. In general practice, 
all trench excavations over 4 feet in depth should be considered as 
confined spaces until all of the potential, associated hazards have been 
ruled out by a competent person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Date: _____________________________ 
 

Employee Participants 

 

S A F E T Y  FE A T U R E :  A R E  TR E N C H 
E XC AVA T I O N S C O N F I N E D  S PA C E S?  
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